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SAINTS increased 
the prospect of Euro¬ 
pean football return¬ 
ing to St Mary’s as 
they battled to a 1-0 
win over West Ham, 
despite the sending 
off of Victor Wany- 
ama. 

The midfielder was 
shown his third red card 
of the season in the sec¬ 
ond half of a game which 
Saints led thanks to an ear¬ 
ly goal from Maya Yoshida. 

They came under pres¬ 
sure late on but held firm 
to claim a fifth clean sheet 
in a row since Fraser For¬ 
ster’s return to the team 
Continued on page 2 


Eastleigh’s away 
run comes to end 

Defeat at Lincoln - see page 4 Winchester City 3 Yate Town 0 - see page 5 
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Barron flying high 


, 4 


West Ham’s Alex Song and Saints’ Sadio Mane battle for the ball. 


10-man Saints hold 


P65p ISSN 0969-56X3 ISSN 0969-563X 


Published by Newsquest Me¬ 
dia (Southern) Ltd and printed at 
Newsquest (Southern) Ltd, from 
the offics at Newspaper House, 
Redbridge, Southampton, SOI6 
9JX. Telephone 023 8042 4800. 
Registered at the Post Office as 
a newspaper. 126th year. 


0 5> 


Supporting local sport Daily Echo 


SOUTHAMPTON AWAY TRAVEL 

Taking Saints fans away for the past 5 seasons! 


@saintstravel 


SWANSEA V SAINTS 13TH FEB £22.95 


BOURNEMOUTH V SAINTS 1ST MARCH £12.95 


Entertainment & 4G Wifi on Board. Free Food & Drink. 

*Now with reclining seats & extra leg room* 

Travel in comfort by coach and arrive in style from Southampton to your designated Football away match venue. Arrive at least 90 minutes before kick-off. 
Pick-up points from Holton Heath, Ringwood, Marchwood, Totton, Southampton Central, Stadium, Fleming Park & Winchester, Chieveley. 


|_ Website relaunched! _| 

For more details on how to purchase your ticket, contact: 

07801867365 (Nick) • www.southamptonawaytravel.co.uk 


B Southampton 
Away Travel 


on 













































2 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, February 6,2016 


SAINTS 1 WEST HAM UNITED 0 

Saints survive 
to take points 

From front page 

and to make it 13 points form 
the last possible 15 as they 
closed the gap on the sixth 
placed Hammers to just two 
points. 

Interestingly, West Ham 
matched up the Saints for¬ 
mation to a large extent, 
pulling a surprise by also 
starting with what was basi¬ 
cally a back five. 

The only real difference 
was that the Hammers were 
playing two up front, where¬ 
as Saints had Graziano Pelle 
as the lone striker but with 
close support from Shane 
Long and Sadio Mane. 

Saints so nearly took ad¬ 
vantage of having wing 
backs as they came close to 
taking the lead on eight min¬ 
utes. 

Saints won the ball back 
cheaply and Long was able 
to cross from the left. Cedric 
Soares made a darting run 
into the box from right wing 
back and headed towards 
goal but Adrian produced an 
excellent save to deny him. 

They had to wait just a 
minute more to take the lead, 
with another unlikely player 
popping up in the area to bag 
the opener. 

Some quick Saints build-up 
play on the right after a cor¬ 
ner had been half cleared 
ended with Victor Wanyama 
poking a cross into the six 
yard box where Maya Yoshi- 
da was lurking. 

He pounced quickly to turn 
home from close range for 
1 - 0 . 

West Ham started to get a 
foothold in the game and had 
appeals for a penalty turned 
down by referee Mark Clat- 
tenburg on 22 minutes as 
Enner Valencia went down 
in the box. The contact from 
Yoshida was accidental but 
it did appear the defender 
stood on the foot of the Ham- 
Sadio Mane and Winston Reid get up close and personal. mers striker. 





Cedric Soares in action for Saints. 


Teams 


RONALD Koeman changed 
formation again as Saints 
hosted West Ham at St Mary’s. 

Having played a 4-2-3-1 against 
Arsenal, he went to five at the 
back for the visit of the 
Hammers. 

With Matt Targett injured, Ryan 
Bertrand was the left wing back 
with Maya Yoshida the third 
centre half. 

Jordy Clasie came into the 
centre of midfield in place of 
Oriol Romeu, while Graziano 
Pelle returned to lead the attack 
with Charlie Austin on the bench. 


Saints: Forster, Cedric, van 
Dijk, Fonte, Yoshida, Bertrand, 
Wanyama, Clasie, Mane, Long, 
Pelle. 

Subs: Stekelenburg, Martina, 
Romeu, Ward-Prowse, Tadic, 
Juanmi, Austin. 

West Ham: Adrian, Tomkins, 
Reid, Collins, Cresswell, Song, 
Moses, Noble, Payet, Antonio, 
Valencia. 

Subs: Randolph, Carroll, 
Obiang, O’Brien, Byram, 
Emenike, Oxford. 


There was a scramble in 
the West Ham area moments 
later as Pelle brought down 
Ryan Bertrand’s looping 
free kick on his chest but 
couldn’t make contact with 
an attempted volley as the 
ball dropped. 

Fraser Forster came to 
the rescue with an excellent 
save diving to his left up the 
other end on 29 minutes as 
Winston Reid flicked a head¬ 
er goalwards from Dimitri 
Payet’s fizzing left wing free 
kick. 

Reid tried something simi¬ 
lar from a corner seven min¬ 


utes later but this time he 
missed the target. 

The game had certainly 
evened out a little with the 
wet and windy conditions 
making life hard for both 
sides, but at half time it was 
Saints with the advantage 
to try and drive home in the 
second period. 

Things were rather flat at 
the beginning of the second 
half. 

Again both sides were 
sparring for superiority but 
neither was really able to as¬ 
sert themselves. 

Valencia at least managed 
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Maya Yoshida scores the only goal of the match. 



Graziano Pelle blocks West Ham’s James Collins. 


to work Forster on 52 minutes 
with a low drive towards goal but 
it was a fairly easy save for the 
Saints keeper at his near post. 

The game took a significant 
turn two minutes later though as 
Saints were reduced to ten men. 

Payet was chasing across the 
halfway line when Wanyama 
launched into a tackle. 

He didn’t get anywhere near 
the ball and Clattenburg quickly 
awarded a free kick. 

There was some pushing and 
shoving and it appeared Clatten¬ 
burg bought himself a few mo¬ 
ments to consider what he was 
going to do before producing a red 
card. 

Replays suggested it wasn’t real¬ 
ly all that dangerous a challenge, 
but Clattenburg was probably con¬ 
vinced by the way in which Wany¬ 
ama launched himself into it. 

Koeman responded by bringing 
on Oriol Romeu for Mane, sacri¬ 
ficing attacking threat in a bid to 
try and hang on to what Saints al¬ 
ready had. 

West Ham tried the same trick 
which turned the last meeting 
between the sides at Upton Park 
by bringing on Andy Carroll with 
Victor Moses being replaced on 61 
minutes. 

They were also forced to take off 
the injured James Tomkins with 
Sam Byram coming on. 

Long had the chance to give 
Saints a real cushion to defend 
two minutes later as the Hammers 
failed to deal with a routine high 
ball. 

The striker picked up the loose 
ball and had the chance to shoot 
from just inside the area but off 
balance he fired over. 

Valencia picked up a booking for 
a late challenge on Romeu. 

West Ham were understandably 
pushing forward but Saints were 
holding firm. 

The St Mary’s crowd were de¬ 
lighted to welcome Charlie Austin 
for a home debut as he replaced 
Pelle on 72 minutes. 


The Hammers made their final 
switch with Emmanuel Emenike 
coming on for Michail Antonio. 

He nearly had a dramatic instant 
impact as he was picked out by 
Valencia’s right wing cross. How¬ 
ever, from eight yards out at the 
near post he headed wide when he 
should have done better. 

Saints sat ever deeper, pretty 
much playing a flat back five with 
the two holding midfielders just in 


front and Long and Austin doing 
the chasing just ahead. 

Sitting so deep, though perfectly 
understandable in the circum¬ 
stances, meant that West Ham 
were having almost all of the 
ball and mounting a siege on the 
Saints defence. 

However, Saints managed to 
launch a surprise counter attack 
and Austin had the chance for an¬ 
other remarkable goal from the 


bench with two minutes remain¬ 
ing but he sliced wide. 

Saints tried to eat up some of 
the five minutes of added time by 
bringing on James Ward-Prowse 
for Clasie as the Hammers tried 
everything to find an equaliser. 

They survived a late scare as 
West Ham appealed for a penalty 
for handball against Fonte but it 
wasn’t given and Saints held on 
for a big win. 


Howe takes 
no pride in 
managerial 
longevity 

BOURNEMOUTH manager Eddie Howe 
is the second longest-serving Barclays 
Premier League manager after Arsene 
Wenger but the Cherries boss believes 
it is not good for football. 

Howe has been with Bournemouth 
since 2012 in his second spell as 
manager of the club but the 38-year-old 
wishes managers lasted longer in the 
game. 

“I think that is the dream to have 
longevity in management,” he said. 

“I don’t feel like I have been here a 
long time, I just feel time goes so 
quickly and seasons fly by. 

“I don’t think it is healthy for the 
profession that I am up (at the top of 
the list). 

“I don’t think it is a good thing that 
managers are changing so quickly and 
then philosophies change but it seems 
to be the way football is going.” 

The Cherries face Arsenal on Sunday 
aiming to avenge their 2-0 defeat at the 
Emirates Stadium in December but 
Howe believes managers can develop 
by watching Wenger, who has been with 
the club for over 19 years. 

“I am full of respect for Arsene,” 

Howe added. 

“The fact that he has been able to 
stay at such a big club under that 
scrutiny, to withstand that pressure, to 
keep producing teams and playing 
good football, it is incredibly difficult. 

“That is the challenge for every 
manager but it seems like it is 
becoming more difficult as time goes 
on. 

“I think management is getting harder 
and harder with the microscope really 
set on people week in, week out, 
especially at the bigger clubs. 

“I think you can learn a lot just 
analysing what he has done and how he 
has done it and there are certain 
principals - he is very strong to his 
beliefs and how he believes football 
should be played.” 

Howe has been linked with big 
Premier League clubs after taking 
Bournemouth to the top flight and 
named as a potential future England 
manager but the 38-year-old says he 
has no intention of moving any time 
soon. 

He said: “The key thing for me, if I was 
offered another job, would be my 
relationship here and what I’m feeling 
with this club. 

“That’s always been my way of 
working and thinking. If I’m happy and 
able to express myself here then I’m not 
the type of person to look over the 
fence and want to move next door.” 



AFC Bournemouth manager Eddie 
Howe. 
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King is Southampton’s goalscoring queen! 



JENNIFER King grabbed four goals as 
Southampton Saints Under-14s won through 
to the semi finals of the Winchester Girls Un¬ 
der-15 Cup. 

She played a starring role as Saints romped 
to an 8-2 victory against St Francis Under-15s. 

St Francis took an early lead before Lilly 
Shergill levelled and Grace Jenman put 
Saints in front. 

King struck for the first time and Jenman 
netted her second to leave Saints 4-1 up at the 
interval. 

St Francis made it 4-2 with a speculative 
effort that keeper Emily Gook will definitely 
want to forget. 

Good work from Isabella Cornes and Kia 
Anteney led to King making it 5-2 before Sian 
Bradbeer added a sixth from distance. 

King breezed past two defenders before cool¬ 
ly completing her hat-trick, and she added a 
fourth after a fine solo run. 

Portsmouth University defeated Crookham 
on penalties. 

Holly Swan scored four goals as Alton Unit¬ 
ed moved up to second in Division 1 of the 
Hampshire Women’s League with a 9-0 drub¬ 
bing of Stoneham. 

Johnson, Fox, Baker , Allen, and Stowe also 
netted, while the only ray of sunshine for 
Stoneham was a sparkling performance by 
Claire Luffman. 

Katherine Williams netted the only goal as 
Mudeford beat Shanklin Reserves at Green 
Lane. 

Southampton Women’s Reserves dropped to 
second in Division 2 after losing 3-0 to Basing 


Southampton Girls under-14s 

Ladies Reserves. 

Bournemouth Sports trounced QK South¬ 
ampton 7-0, Lucia White hitting a hat-trick. 

In Division 1 of the Southern Region Wom¬ 
en’s League, Team Solent won 6-0 at Ascot to 
jump above Southampton into second place. 
The latter, though, have four games in hand 
and are just three points adrift. 

In the Winchester Girls U16 Cup, Alisha 
Buckingham hammered a double hat-trick 
as Southampton Saints won 8-4 at Wimborne- 


based Merley 

Erwig (2), Woolett (2) and Kierra Holloway 
netted as St Francis beat Bishops Waltham 
5-2. 

In the Winchester U13 league, Flyers and 
Crookham won at St Francis Rangers and An¬ 
dover respectively 

Warsash Wasps stung Widbrook Black with 
a 5-2 victory that included two goals for Ella 
Proctor. Isobel Webb netted a hat-trick as 
Crookham drew 3-3 at Winchester Black. 


Eastleigh’s impressive 
record comes to an end 



Lincoln City 3 Eastleigh 0 

EASTLEIGH’S spectacular run of 
form away from home met a griz¬ 
zly end at Sincil Bank as the home 
team ran in three first-half goals 
to seal a comprehensive victory, 
writes Paul McNamara. 

James Caton, signed on loan 
from Shrewsbury last week, 
scored the pick of the bunch with 
a delicious 40th-minute left-footed 
strike. 

By then, Matt Rhead had capital¬ 
ised on some lacklustre Spitfires’ 
defending to chip the Imps into 
a 22nd-minute lead, while Jack 
Muldoon completed the scoring 
seconds before the break. 

It’s a first away defeat in nine for 
Chris Todd’s side, who are win¬ 
less anywhere since beating Kid¬ 
derminster on December 19. 

Muldoon was first to threaten 
for the home side. The forward 
flung himself head-first at Terry 
Hawkridge’s cross from the right, 
but was inches from making con¬ 
tact. 

Eastleigh were struggling to 
deal with anything played over 
the top and it was via this route 
that Lincoln forged ahead. Mul¬ 
doon hared off in pursuit of Brad¬ 
ley Wood’s long ball, with Michael 
Poke racing from his goal to stop 
the Imps striker in his tracks. 
As the ball broke free, however, 
Rhead was first to react, the for¬ 
mer Mansfield striker swivelling 
to lift a cute 20-yard finish over 
the retreating Poke. 

A ten-man melee quickly fol¬ 


lowed, after Alan Power had reck¬ 
lessly upended Jai Reason. Both 
men were cautioned, before Josh 
Payne ballooned the resulting 25- 
yard free kick high of goal. 


Muldoon then had a stabbed 
close-range shot deflected wide 
- but Eastleigh’s reprieve was 
short-lived. 

Greg Tempest sent in the latest 


in his string of vicious inswing¬ 
ing right-wing corners. Jamie 
Turley headed away at the front 
post, but only as far as Caton, out 
on the left. 

With the home crowd demand¬ 
ing he shoot, the winger obliged, 
sending a pearler of a strike into 
the top-right corner of goal. 

Injury was quickly added to in¬ 
sult for the Spitfires, with Andy 
Drury limping off to be replaced 
by Jack Midson - and the away 
team’s first-half misery didn’t 
end there. 

In the last act of the half Chris 
Bush delivered a deep cross from 
the left that was kept alive by 
Rhead at the back post. As the 
ball ran back across goal, Mul¬ 
doon was on hand to turn home. 

The Spitfires, somewhat for¬ 
lornly, sought a route back into 
the game after the interval. 

Midson had a shot deflected 
narrowly wide, while Will Evans 
headed a Coulson corner straight 
into the gloves of Paul Farman. 

Those glimmers of hope for the 
away team sandwiched a Mul¬ 
doon free kick bent past Poke’s 
left upright. 

McCombe and Constable then 
traded efforts, the home centre 
half nodding Hawkridge’s corner 
over, before the Eastleigh striker 
forced Farman to tip round his 
left post. 

Constable’s lofted effort landed 
on the roof of the net in stoppage 
time but, by then, the game was 
long since up for Todd’s well- 
beaten team. 


Lucky 13 for 
Nursling in cup 
goal spree 

NURSLING produced a remarkable 
performance to storm through to the semi 
finals of the Hampshire Sunday FA Junior 
C Cup. 

Three-one up at half-time against FFC XI 
Reserves, they turned on the style to score 
THIRTEEN goals in the second half - 
running out extraordinary 16-2 winners. 

Wade Wilson led the rout with five goals, 
while Sean New struck a hat-trick. 

Andy Longland, Rory Hunter-Brown and 
Ryan Frampton all scored twice, with 
singles from Jack Tanner and Marlee Green 
completing the rout. 

Itchen Saints progressed to the final of 
the Southampton FA Sunday Senior Cup 
semi-final as they beat K.R.L. 4-1 with goals 
from Lee Bore (2), Dorn Yeandle and Liam 
Collymore. Stefan Williams replied. 

In the D.R. Ryder Trophy, Lee Portman 
struck four imes as AFC Riverside trounced 
AFC Portswood 6-1. Tom Jenkins and Rob 
Crook also scored with Eric Makate 
replying. 

A.F.C Velmore came from 3-0 down to 
beat Ice Sports 4-3. 

Ice had taken control thanks to goals 
from Luke Benham, Tom Jenkins and Ryan 
Fuller. 

Ron Hassan (2), Ashley Hibberd and Ryan 
Farrant hit back for Velmore. 

Adam Smith, Louis Lemessieur, Gavin 
Dewey and Marcin Stepien all scored as 
Chamberlayne reached the semi finals with 
a 4-0 win at Royale Marine. 

Adam Brett (2) and Ben Hatch put 
Lyndhurst JFC into a 3-0 lead against 
Chamberlayne Reserves in the Charlie 
Godden Trophy. Ross Walton and Rich 
Brown replied in the second half. 

• Luke Watts blasted a double hat-trick 
as Sholing United blitzed Languard Rovers 
12-1 in the Premier Division of the City of 
Southampton Sunday League. 

Jack Attrill hit a hat-trick with further 
goals coming from Greg Ainsworth, Ben 
Ainsworth and Callum Oliver. Tunde 
Akintolu replied. 

Second placed Lokomotiv Eastleigh and 
C.D.A drew 2-2 in Junior 1. 

Ben Johnson and Danny Mead got the 
goals for Lokomotiv, with Sam Hutton and 
Tom Kemp replying. 

A.F.C Southbrook came from 2-1 down to 
beat A.F.C Dorchester 5-3 in Junior 2. 

Mark Christopher, Josh Metcalfe, Anthony 
Gardner, Pete Burgess and Sam Vilder all 
found the target, with Aaron Heskins (2) 
and Joseph Clist replying. 

Matt Bosanquet (3), Jake Cornwell- 
Phillpott (2) and Harry Dancer (2) netted as 
Mottisfont defeated rock bottom Whiteheart 
7-2 in Junior 3 - Charlie Jeffery twice 
replying. 

Portswood United thrashed Hedge End 
City 7-0 in Junior 4 - six of the goals 
coming in the first half. 

Jimi John (2), Aaron Blaxwell (2), Lewis 
Powell, John Rees-Long and Mitch Drouet 
netted. 

Junior 5 leaders Unity beat second from 
bottom Itchen Hawks 2-0 thanks to a Merk 
lltemis brace. 



Double hat-trick: Luke Watts. 
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WINCHESTER CITY 3 YATE TOWN 0 

Barron’s brace helps City 
claim comfortable victory 



Jamie Barrow scores Winchester’s first goal 



Winchester’s Zach Glasspool in action against Yate Town 


JAMIE Barron scored twice 
and Warren Bentley once 
as Winchester City rose to 
fourth in the Southern One 
South & West with a wet, 
windswept 3-0 win over Yate 
at the Denplan City Ground. 

The game - the only one in the di¬ 
vision to survive another Saturday 
wash-out - began in driving wind and 
rain and it was Yate who started the 
better with the breeze at their backs, 
writes Wendy Gee. 

City ‘keeper Brendan Norris did 
well diving to his left to turn away 
Lewis Powell’s angled strike after the 
Yate forward had made good ground 
down the left. 

Winchester’s first threat came on 12 
minutes when skipper Warren Bent¬ 
ley picked out Adam Roberts just 
inside the right of the area. ‘Keeper 
Josh Dempsey was quick to close him 
down and Roberts lifted his shot over. 

City picked-up two bookings in two 
minutes and a bit of frustration crept 
in - Jamie Barron shown yellow for 
a late tackle and Zach Glasspool for 
dissent. 

But that frustration quickly turned 
to elation when the home side capi¬ 
talised on a defensive error by Yate to 
go in front with 23 minutes gone. 

As the visitors tried to pass their 
way out of trouble on a wet surface 
Jamie Laird slipped over and Barron 
was in like a shot to bundle the loose 
ball home. 

City immediately went in search of 
another but, to everyone’s surprise, 
Matt Benham was booked for diving 
when he went down under Laird’s 
challenge as he attempted to link up 
with Roberts inside the area. 

Winchester had had no real chance 
to play flowing football against the 
wind but, incredibly they managed to 
go two up with half-an-hour gone. 

The second goal came off the magic 
boot of top scorer Bentley. 

Seemingly with nothing on, he 
skipped across the edge of the area 
and caught Dempsey unawares with 
a low left-foot strike that skidded 
across the greasy surface. 

Yate’s Powell joined the City trio 
in referee Ben Cobb’s notebook for a 
foul on Winchester right-back Jake 
Newton. 

Then, as the game approached stop¬ 
page time George King curled a de¬ 
cent effort over for the visitors. 

Half time: Winchester City 2 
Yate Town 0. 

With the wind playing havoc in 
Yate’s defensive third, you sensed 
more City goals would be on their 
way 

And so it transpired as they made it 


3-0 with 54 minutes gone. 

A well-worked goal it was too con¬ 
sidering the conditions. 

Bentley neatly brought Micky Hub¬ 
bard’s forward pass under control 
and crossed for midfielder Barron to 
tuck away his second of the game. 

Bentley then fired a good chance 
over before his cross just eluded 


new signing Craig Feeney, on as a 
57th-minute replacement for Zach 
Glasspool. 

Yate came into the game more, cre¬ 
ating a couple of chances for Kane 
Ingram but City’s alert ‘keeper Nor¬ 
ris pushed one shot away and blocked 
the other. 

The young Canadian came up with 


an even better stop on 80 minutes, 
denying Powell one-on-one with his 
feet. 

With sub Harlan Basker joining 
Bentley and Feeney on the pitch, 
Winchester had plenty of energy 
up front but, predictably they eased 
off being 3-0 up on a miserable after¬ 
noon and happy to pocket the points. 


Results 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 

Bath City pp Whitehawk 

Bishops Stortford 1 Ebbsfleet 2 

Concord Rangers 4 Eastbourne Borough 1 

Dartford 2 St Albans 0 

Gosport Borough 2 Maidenhead 1 

Hayes & Yeading 0 Margate 2 

Hemel Hempstead pp Chelmsford 

Wealdstone 4 Truro 4 

Weston-s-Mare pp Basingstoke 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Premier Division 

Cambridge City 2 Bideford 0 

Chesham 1 Cirencester 3 

Frome pp Dunstable 

Hitchin 3 Histon 2 

Kettering pp Paulton Rovers 

Kings Lynn 1 Redditch 0 

Merthyr Town pp Chippenham 

Poole Town pp Biggleswade 

Slough 1 Bedworth 2 

St Neots 0 Hungerford 2 

Stratford pp Dorchester 

Weymouth pp Leamington 

Division One South & West 

Winchester City 3 Yate 0 

All other games postponed 

FA TROPHY, third round proper 

Dover Athletic 2 Guiseley 2 

FC Halifax Town pp Chester 

Gateshead 1 AFC Fylde 0 

Grimsby 3 Havant & Waterlooville 0 

Sutton United 0 Bognor Regis 0 

Woking 1 Oxford City 0 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Premier Division 

AFC Portchester 2 Bemerton HH 2 
Alresford pp Lymington 
Andover Town 1 Moneyfields 2 
Brockenhurst pp Sholing 
Cowes Sports 1 Fawley AFC 2 
Folland Sports 3 Verwood 2 
Hamworthy United pp Blackfield & Langley 
Newport loW 0 Team Solent 1 
Salisbsury 4 Horndean 3 
Whitchurch United pp Bournemouth 
Poppies 
Division 1 

Downton 3 Hythe & Dibden 1 
Fleet Spurs 1 Ringwood 7 
New Milton 0 Totton & Eling 4 
All other games postponed. 

HAMPSHIRE INTERMEDIATE CUP, third 
round 

Hedge End Rangers 3 West Wight 1. 

HAMPSHIRE INTERMEDIATE CUP, 
quarter-finals 

Bournemouth Manor 2 Winchester Castle 0 

Bournemouth Elector 3 Bush Hill 0 

Otterbourne 2 AFC Portchester 1 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 

PREMIER LEAGUE 

Premier Division 

Baffins Milton Rovers 4 Liss 1 

Hamble Club 4 Liphook 2 

Headley 1 Colden Common 1 

Locks Heath pp Infinity 

Paulsgrove 0 Overton 3 

QK Southampton pp Fleetlands 

Stockbridge 1 Clanfield 10 

Division One 

Four Marks pp Sway 

Michelmersh & T 1 Lyndhurst 1 

Netley Central 1 Andover Lions 6 

Upham pp AFC Petersfield 

COMBINATION CUP, quarter-final 

Liss Athletic Res 3 Otterbourne Res 4 

Combination East 

All postponed 

Combination West 

Hedge End Rangers 0 Hamble Club 5 

All other games postponed. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Wyvern Challenge Cup 
Moneyfield 3 Petersfield Town 1 
Division One 

Alton Town 3 AFC Stoneham 1 
Bashley 3 Verwood 3 
Lymington 0 Hythe & Dibden 4 

DREW SMITH SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Premier 

BTC Soton 1 Durley 0 
Comrades 11 Cadnam United 0 
Soton University 3 Braishfield 0 

Senior 1 

Montefiore Halls 1 Park Sports 2 
Warsash Wasps 2 Chamberlayne Ath 2 

SENIOR LEAGUE CUP, quarter-final 

Hedge End Town 0 Nursling 4. 

HAMPSHIRE A CUP, quarter-final 

Park Phoenix X11 Tadley Calleva A 7 

SOUTHAMPTON VETS CUP, semi-final 

Nursling Vets 5 Sporting BTC Vets 2 

LEAGUE SUPP TROPHY, first round 

Knightwood Utd 0 AFC Gulf Western 4 
Capital 3 Shield 1. 
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SAINTS SPOTLIGHT 

Why we’re so lucky to 
have Fraser & Kelvin 




WITH a hard-fought draw at The 
Emirates, Saints have now re¬ 
mained unbeaten away from home 
against Arsenal, Liverpool, Chel¬ 
sea and Manchester United. 

Surely we have put to bed any concerns 
fans have that we’re a “one season wonder.” 

A lot of the most recent impressive results 
seem to have centred around the return of 
goalkeeper Fraser Forster. 

After a stunning performance against Ar¬ 
senal, no one can now doubt that he is Eng¬ 
land’s best goalkeeper. 

Forster’s return, magically, has coincided 
with four consecutive clean sheets in a 
Saints defence that has been as tight as a 
steel drum. 

The same Saints defence that many critics 
had decided wasn’t good enough. 

We now have the fourth best defence in the 
league. 

It goes to show that, for any club that has 
aspirations of winning anything, the team 
building begins at the back. 

When Saints signed Forster, it was the big¬ 
gest signal of intention the club could have 
made. 

When you sign a man who is knocking on 
the England manager’s door, when you re¬ 
alise just how rare genuine England num¬ 
ber ones are, you realise just how bold that 
transfer was. 

How perfect was the symmetry? 

As one goalkeeper started his progres¬ 
sion to a well earned international break¬ 
through, another one started the journey to 
retirement. 

This season sees club captain Kelvin Davis 
awarded a testimonial, and how well earned 
was that? 

Mentality 

Let’s be honest, how many of us thought 
we’d ever see a Saints player earn a testimo¬ 
nial? 

After a couple of seasons that have see 
Saints almost field a completely different 
team, did any of us seriously think we’d 
ever see a player stay with us ten seasons? 

It’s a mark of the man that Davis has re¬ 
mained an active player over this time. 

You could argue that for four years he’s 
been very much a second choice goalkeeper, 
but even at that stage you still have to be 
match fit, you still have to have the mental¬ 
ity to be able to step in when needed, and on 
every occasion Davis has performed. 

It brings me back to when Saints were rel¬ 
egated in 2009 and West Ham came sniffing 
for the Saints number one. 

Saints were a League One side, on minus 
10 points, West Ham were a Premier League 
side. 


For Davis to stay at Saints was a huge mo¬ 
ment. 

For the fans it meant that all wasn’t lost 
and that at least one person believed in the 
club. 

It was a big moment. 

Davis is a stellar squad member, his im¬ 
pact on the club reaches way beyond the 
playing squad. 

It’s obvious that Davis is far more than 
just a squad player, the fact that he’s club 
captain speaks volumes. Kelvin Davis rep¬ 


resents everything good about the club. 

With the testimonial looming, I urge every 
Saints fan to go. 

The man deserves it. In the most turbulent 
years in the history of the club, Kelvin Da¬ 
vis has been an ever present. 

He’s guided us through stormy waters and 
stood by us. 

The club is all the better for his presence. 

In closing, as West Ham and Liverpool 
drew, Saints now face West Ham at St Mary’s 
on Saturday as opposed to the Monday. 


It shows yet again how the fans are the 
least important consideration to the FA and 
Premier League. 

Within a week’s notice, everybody’s plans 
have to be changed. 

How on earth can the authorities expect 
anyone with a job to be able change their 
plans within a week? 

It’s patently ridiculous, and it’s happen¬ 
ing more and more. 

At the end of the day, Sky could fold to¬ 
morrow, and if it did it would mean that 
clubs would have to rely on one form of in¬ 
come... The fans. 

It would seem that when Sky came 
a knocking, with promises of endless 
amounts of money, that they forgot about 
the people who actually pay their money 
and support the club. 

To give fans just seven days to amend all 
their plans isn’t just farcical, it’s insulting. 

As football fans we live in the real world, 
not the one populated by millionaire foot¬ 
ballers and their agents. 

We work shifts, we work 9-5, we work for 
companies that require more than a few 
days notice to amend their work patterns. 

You simply cannot expect a normal foot¬ 
ball fan to be able to cope with such ridicu¬ 
lous demands. 

The sad thing is, in a sensible, real world, 
the customer would be right, the customer 
would at least be consulted. But the mo¬ 
ment Sky and their billions became in¬ 
volved with football, customer service went 
right out of the window. 

Ask yourself, when was the last time you, 
the football fan, felt valued as a customer? 

Inconvenience 

You go to a restaurant, you feel welcomed, 
you feel valued. 

When did you last really feel that at a foot¬ 
ball ground? 

You get orders barked at you by the stew¬ 
ards, you get the police watching your eve¬ 
ry move. When did you last feel anything 
more than an inconvenience? 

You can argue that football created that 
sort of customer service after the 70s and 
80s when it was infested by hooligans and 
every game came with the threat of vio¬ 
lence or aggression. 

But those days are long gone and football 
is now very much a family pastime with a 
very specific target audience... One that 
can afford it. 

Sadly, with no end in sight to the Sky 
money, football fans will continue to be an 
after-thought. 

It’s very telling that the powers that be 
seen to place more importance on the audi¬ 
ence sat in a pub paying nothing than they 
do for the ones buying the actual tickets. 

Until that Sky monopoly is broken, or that 
money leaves the sport, then those people 
that actually pay for their tickets will con¬ 
tinue to be a secondary thought. 

How very sad. 

The line between the live game, the Sky 
game and the video game gets blurrier eve¬ 
ry year... 
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Paine’s World 



Louis van Gaal could be waving goodbye to Manchester United at the end of the season 


IT HAPPENS so often in all walks 
of life, but football is just so public 
that it really makes an impact. 

There were many that eagerly awaited 
the start of Louis van Gaal’s tenure at Old 
Trafford, after all, he had been successful all 
over Europe and experience is not lacking 
with this high profile coach. 

When you look at his CV, he has won three 
Dutch titles, the Uefa Cup, the Dutch Cup, 
the Uefa Super Cup and the Champions 
League with Ajax. 

With Barcelona he won two Spanish titles, 
the Uefa Super Cup and a Copa del Rey 

At AZ Alkmaar he won another Eredivisie 
title and then with Bayern Munich he won 
the league title, the German cup, the Ger¬ 
man Super Cup and reached the final of the 
Champions League. 

After all that he led the Netherlands na¬ 
tional team to the 2014 World Cup, per¬ 
forming well in Brazil. If that wasn’t quite 
enough, Van Gaal has been named as man¬ 
ager of the year, coach of the year and so it 
goes on. This man is no idiot. 

Clearly he has a pedigree and clearly he 
knows his football. 

Success has followed him around, but at 
United, the whole thing has changed and he 
has had a trophy-less 18 months. 

Expectation levels at Old Trafford are not 
up for negotiation, so when he took over 
from the short-lived David Moyes era, Man¬ 
chester United fans were looking for more 
than they’ve been given. 

What they have had is at least qualifica¬ 
tion for the Champions League, but that was 
over all too soon, and now they have the Eu- 
ropa League and Thursday night football to 
look forward to. The only other trophy, real¬ 
istically speaking, that is up for grabs is the 
FA Cup, as the league now looks a speck on 
the horizon. 

If we are honest, Manchester United could 
be without any silverware for another sea¬ 
son, and that will unsettle an already unhap¬ 
py set of natives, but with Van Gaal being 
thought of as a top coach, where has it all 
fallen away? 

If you watch United these days, the foot¬ 
ball is monotonous, dull, uninspiring and 
frankly pedestrian in appearance. 

With no disrespect to teams like Norwich, 
Manchester United at home should be win¬ 
ning these games at a canter, but times are 
a changing in the Premier League and clubs 
are buying better players for a start. 

His spending at United has been exorbi¬ 
tant, as more than £200 million has been 
splashed, but the club are seemingly no 
further forward. The January transfer win¬ 
dow has come and gone with no arrivals. 
Was this the board saying ‘sorry Louis, but 
you’re not staying, so we are not buying’? 

And this is another point. United have 


always attracted the top players. Playing 
for Manchester United was the ultimate 
achievement, but not anymore. 

With Sir Alex Ferguson retired, they can¬ 
not seem to fill their transfer targets with 
enough desire to get them on a plane to 
Manchester airport. 

The players that are joining the club, in 
some cases, are absolute stars, but for some 
unexplainable reason, they are being played 
out of position or sat on the bench. 

Wayne Rooney isn’t the player he was, but 
then he’s out of position. Michael Carrick is 
an ageing star of the team and has had his 
fair share of injuries, and none of this has 
helped Van Gaal, but he calls the shots. The 
buck stops with him. 

It is also indicative of the Dutch way, that 
he comes across as slightly arrogant. 

He may not mean to, but in the press con¬ 
ferences of late, he has a manner, a demean¬ 
our that isn’t doing him any favours. He 
famously stated that the media have sacked 
him three times and then in another piece 


of theatre, was asking for an apology that 
never came. Whatever you do, keep the 
press onside, or they will kill you. 

The knives aren’t exactly out for Van 
Gaal, but he is doing a grand job of driving 
a huge wedge between those that could sup¬ 
port him or get him sacked. And he won’t 
get sacked. 

He could walk at any time. He could decide 
tomorrow that enough is enough. 

Van Gaal obviously thinks that his way is 
right. A strict disciplinarian, a knowledge¬ 
able, intelligent man who seems a tiny bit 
lost right now. 

He can see the end is coming, but he will 
see the season through now that Ed Wood¬ 
ward has bought him another bottle of ex¬ 
cellent wine. In his personal life, he has suf¬ 
fered and with that type of suffering comes 
a change in any person. 

However, under the bright lights of the 
media and all its available channels, his 
time will be seen as a failure. 

For Manchester United, there is next sea¬ 


son to plan for. 

Knowing that your neighbours have sto¬ 
len a lead on you with a managerial target 
of your own - Pep Guardiola - means that 
the board will need to appoint a name to 
take over. The hierarchy at United don’t 
want to be seen as hirers and firers, but 
something needs to be done. 

With a limited choice, they will need expe¬ 
rience and so Ryan Giggs will need to wait. 

Jose Mourinho is an option, but there are 
as many reasons to employ him as there 
are to pass him by. 

There is the outside chance that Van Gaal 
will stay, but it is thought to be unlikely. 

For the team, a new manager means an 
overhaul, and as Liverpool will be doing 
the same this summer, United’s entrance 
doors may be swinging back and forth, as 
players come and go. 

For LVG, it’s a sad note on which to end a 
managerial career. He has already said that 
retirement looms, but surely he hoped for 
more than this. 
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Adam Rant 



weeWsbig talking 


Forster deserves 
his dream return 


Keeper as solid 
as ever following 
surgery on knee 

INJURIES are part and par¬ 
cel of top level sport, but 
there is never any guarantee 
of how you will return after¬ 
wards. 

All players hope to live the dream 
if they have the crushing blow of 
time on the sidelines. 

They have a lot of time on their 
hands to sit and contemplate, and 
each and every one must think of 
what it would be like to be the re¬ 
turning hero. 

Few get to experience this, espe¬ 
cially if they have suffered a serious 
injury that requires major surgery 
and a long period of rehabilitation. 

The reality is often far more the 
frustrations the likes of Jay Rodri¬ 
guez has suffered. 

A return to first-team action can 
come in fits and starts, and on a 
fairly regular basis another injury 
is sustained as the comeback gath¬ 
ers pace and the strain on the body 
begins to tell. 

Normally, the path to full recovery 
is a long and winding one. 

That is what makes a full blown 
return to top form in double quick 
time even more remarkable. 

Happily, it’s a fate being enjoyed by 
Fraser Forster. 

The rupturing of his patellar ten¬ 
don certainly fell into the category 
of a very serious injury It required 
major surgery and a long period of 
recuperation and rehabilitation. 

The one thing you expect of all 
professionals is for them to take this 
seriously and work hard at their re¬ 
covery, which Forster duly did. 

Then you are relying on your sur¬ 
geon’s skills having been perfect, 
and your body reacting in the way 
you want, it is somewhat of a lottery. 

Forster must have felt like he had 
picked up the winning ticket after 
Tuesday night’s goalless draw at Ar¬ 
senal. 

He had kept three clean sheets on 
the spin on his return to the Saints 
side, but had barely been tested. 

Indeed, he had just two shots on 
target to deal with in those matches, 
and they were so routine he could 
have made the saves with one hand 
tied behind his back. 

What Forster really needed was a 
confidence booster, a test of exactly 
how much he has recovered. 

He certainly got that at Arsenal, as 
the Gunners created a host of good 
openings. 



Fraser Forster produces a wonder save from Mesut Ozil as Saints draw with Arsenal 


And the answer for Forster was 
that he was utterly imperious. 

It has been tempting to say better 
than ever, but perhaps as good as 
ever might be apt. 

The reason better than ever first 


springs to mind is that whilst im¬ 
pressing during his first season at 
Saints, there were a few questions 
over Forster. Not major ones, but 
still it felt as if he had something left 
to prove after a £10m move. 


On reflection, having seen the 
side without him - and still with a 
steady enough back-up in Maarten 
Stekelenburg - and now with him 
again, makes you realise how much 
he offered. 


Big brawl 
for Khan 

THERE must have been a 
whole host of boxing fans 
doing a double take when 
the news broke that Amir 
Khan is to fight Saul Alvarez. 

In some ways it is a truly 
remarkable coup for Khan, a 
stellar fight which his more 
recent record doesn’t really 
suggest he should be having. 

In other ways it is worrying 
for him, because it’s hard to 
see how he will win the 
contest, and if he does lose 
where he goes from there. 

It’s hard to say whether 
Khan really believes he can 
be victorious. Of course he 
will say he does, but nobody 
knows deep down what he is 
thinking. 

Khan likely doesn’t have the 
power to take out Alvarez 
quickly, though maybe an 
accumulation of punches 
could stop him late on. 

That is pretty unlikely 
though given the durability of 
Alvarez. 

So then you are trying to 
decide whether Khan can win 
on points. For that to happen 
he is going to have to be on 
his bike for the full 12 rounds, 
trying to stay out of range 
where Alvarez is dangerous. 

It’s a crazy fight, and boy is 
it a tough one for Khan. 



Amir Khan 


Olympic 

funding 

ADAM Rant got himself more 
than a little vexed when 
stumbling across some 
indoor athletics on TV this 
past week. 

It’s not the sort of thing he 
would normally spend time 
watching, or waste time 
getting stressed about. 

However, what he saw was 
a collection of British 
athletes doing no better than 
alright, but who would 
virtually all be getting 
funded. 

Moments later he found 
himself watching some of our 
finest long distance 
triathletes competing at the 
very highest level of the 
sport, and doing superbly, 
but not getting funded 
because their discipline is 
not in the Olympics. 

Another crazy example of 
where we go so wrong as we 
continue to prioritise 
Olympic medals above 
inspiring people to get into 
sport, no matter what it is. 
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Street parties in Pompey 
after Saints’ 1976 Cup win! 



Bobby Stokes wheels away after scoring the most famous goal in Saints’ 131-year history. 



Bobby Stokes and Peter Osgood with the FA Cup. Stokes shows off the FA Cup. 


HE might not be Saints’ most 
famous player, but he cer¬ 
tainly scored the club’s most 
famous goal. 

And this May marks the 40th an¬ 
niversary of Bobby Stokes latching 
onto a Jim McCalliog through ball 
and firing a low shot past Alex Step¬ 
ney to win the FA Cup. 

It was the first time Saints had ever 
won the trophy and four decades on it 
remains the greatest day in the club’s 
entire 131-year history 

But how did a Paulsgrove-born 
Pompey supporter end up scoring 
a cup-winning goal for his boyhood 
team’s fierce local rivals? 

Mark Sanderson has answered that, 
along with many other questions, in 
his forthcoming book Bobby Stokes: 
The Man from Portsmouth Who 
Scored Southampton’s Most Fa¬ 
mous Goal. 

Sanderson told the Sports Pink: 
“Bobby transcends the rivalry be¬ 
tween the two south coast clubs as 
much as anyone. 

“This was no better demonstrated 
when Paulsgrove residents threw a 
street party in his honour the day af¬ 
ter his famous goal. 

“Hundreds took to the streets to 
welcome Bobby home, including his 
cousin, Maria Johnson, who was 
dressed in the red and white South¬ 
ampton jersey Bobby wore in the 
semi-final win over Crystal Palace. 

“Anyone unsure of this significance 
ought to try wearing their Saints 
shirt in Paulsgrove today. 

“They might find out they can run 
quicker than they ever realised, as 
Paulsgrove is very much a Ports¬ 
mouth-supporting stronghold.” 

Weaved within Sanderson’s book 
are around 60 interviews with those 
who knew him, including his Uncle 
Albie, who played a pivotal role in 
Bobby signing at The Dell. 

Saints legends Terry Paine, Denis 
Hollywood, Mick Channon, Brian 
O’Neil, and Lawrie McMenemy are 
also interviewed, along with Ian St. 
John - the man who came so close to 
signing Bobby for Pompey in Decem¬ 
ber 1975. 

The book looks at Bobby’s life af¬ 
ter Saints - how in 1977, three weeks 
after helping the Washington Diplo¬ 


mats beat Pele’s New York Cosmos, 
he was making his Pompey debut in 
a friendly in Gosport. 

The story climaxes with Bobby’s 
death, aged 44 in 1995, just months be¬ 
fore his testimonial was due to take 
place at The Dell. 


Sanderson added: “The book aims 
to serve as a fitting, but honest, 
portrait of the man responsible for 
Southampton’s biggest moment.” 

• Bobby Stokes: The Man from 
Portsmouth Who Scored South¬ 


ampton’s Most Famous Goal is to 
be published by Pitch Publishing in 
May to coincide with the 40th anni¬ 
versary of the FA Cup final. 

It can be pre-ordered online via the 
book’s website at www.bobbystokes. 
wordpress.com 


Topleyon 
top for 
England 

HAMPSHIRE’S Reece Topley 
was the pick of England’s 
bowlers as the visitors took a 
2-0 lead in the one-day series 
in South Africa. 

After a high-scoring affair 
between the teams in the 
opening match of the series 
in Bloemfontein, a slow pitch 
in Port Elizabeth meant more 
of an attritional battle. 

The Proteas were restricted 
to 262 for seven, with Reece 
Topley taking four for 50 and 
Chris Jordan taking a 
stunning catch over his head 
to account for dangerman AB 
de Villiers for 73. 

In response, Alex Hales 
showed he is not just a one- 
trick pony with a measured 99 
off 124 deliveries, while the 
in-form Jos Buttler ensured 
there were no late nerves 
with a 28-ball 48 helping 
England over the line after 
46.2 overs with five wickets in 
hand. 

Captain Morgan told Sky 
Sports 2: "That’s what’s most 
impressed me, we’ve come 
here and we’ve adapted to a 
wicket that we’ve not played 
on on a similar surface in a 
very, very long time. 

"We’re in a really good 
place at the moment but the 
challenge was adapting to 
conditions. 

"We were very happy (to 
chase) 260, we thought it was 
just below-par and given the 
way we’ve been playing 
recently with the bat we were 
certainly within range of 
chasing it down. Alex Hales 
was magnificent at the top, 
and then Jos Buttler was top 
class.” 



Reece Topley appeals. 



Sorrento & the Bay 
of Naples 

8 days from £579 Flying direct from 
Bournemouth, 7 June & 27 September 2016 
‘Built between the sky and the sea’ and looking out over 
blue waters, Sorrento is one of the Mediterranean’s 
greatest treasures. 

Tour highlights 

V Seven nights’ bed and breakfast accommodation at the 
Villa Angelina in Sant’ Agata - a range of nine hotels in 
two resorts are available at a supplement 
Return flights to Italy 
</ Return airport-to-hotel transfers 
y The services of a friendly, experienced resort 
based manager 


Reader Offer Newmarket 




Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 [S§ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsll276 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTAV7812. AT0L protected (L§) ^^AB"TW 

2325. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply Standard phone charges \3 >«bj ■ ** 
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Five tasks for 
new City boss 
Guardiola 


Koeman set for ex-i 



Ronald Koeman sprints away after scoring Barcelona’s European Cup winner in 1992. 



Ronald Koeman (right) and Michael Laudrup after Barcelona’s first European Cup win 24 years ago. 


PEP Guardiola will arrive at Manchester 
City in the summer charged with the 
responsibility of taking the club to the 
next level domestically and in Europe. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at five 
possible tasks awaiting in his in-tray. 

DOMINATE ENGLISH FOOTBALL 

It remains to be seen how many 
trophies City will hold when Guardiola 
takes over, but whatever their success 
in the remainder of this season, the 
club will still be hungry for more. They 
may have won two Premier League 
titles in recent years and another could 
follow, but they will want to be winning 
them more convincingly in future. 
Bayern Munich have dominated in 
Germany under Guardiola and City will 
hope the same blueprint works for 
them. 

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE PROGRESS 

City are still relative newcomers to 
the Champions League scene, but they 
can no longer use the excuse they are 
inexperienced on that front. The current 
campaign is their fifth in the elite 
competition and they now want to take 
the step to becoming serious 
contenders to win it. 


REPLACE YAYATOURE 

Toure has been City’s midfield driving 



Manchester City’s Yaya Toure. 


force for much of their recent success 
but there have been signs this season 
that he could be on the decline. At 32, 
he is clearly closer to the end of his 
career than the beginning. City were 
told the asking price for Paul Pogba 
last summer was £70million-plus, a 
figure they baulked at. But with 
Guardiola in charge, money is no 
longer the only attraction. 

FIND A RELIABLE CENTRAL 
DEFENDER 

In the past two summers City have 
spent £74 million on centre-backs 
Eliaquim Mangala and Nicolas 
Otamendi but still their defence has 
frailties and is over-reliant on captain 
Vincent Kompany. Kompany is a rock 
when fit, but the team have not seen 
enough of him this season due to yet 
more muscle injuries. Finding a reliable 
partner should be a priority. 

BRING IN A NEW STRIKER 

Although Pellegrini has often played 
with just one central striker, City have 
still looked a little short on numbers up 
front. This is because Sergio Aguero 
and Wilfried Bony have both had injury 
problems this term, leaving Kelechi 
Iheanacho as the only out-and-out 
replacement. City may want more, 
particularly with Bony’s future 
uncertain. 


PEP Guardiola was just 19 
years old when he made his 
first team debut for Barce¬ 
lona in 1991. 

He had joined the club’s fabled 
La Masia academy at the age of 13, 
writes SIMON CARTER. 

The man who will next season 
take over at Manchester City was 
immediately told by his manager, 
the legendary Johann Cruyff, that 
he had to share a room on away 
trips with one man - and one man 
only 

That man was Saints boss Ronald 
Koeman. 

And both of them have never for¬ 
gotten the time they spent together. 

Koeman once recalled: “When 
Cruyff brought Pep into the squad, 
he said to me, “You are going to 
look after this boy You are going 
to be his tutor, help him develop 
and make sure he learns the Dutch 
style of play. From now on, he’s go¬ 
ing to be your roommate”.’ 

“Pep was a fantastic guy He was 
eager to learn and he wanted to 
know everything. From the very 
beginning he was asking me eve¬ 
rything about the Ajax youth acad¬ 
emy. 

“He would say, “Ronald, how do 
they train? What do they do? How 
do they play?” 

‘He wanted to know about the 
Dutch school of football. More than 
any other player he wanted to know 
about one-touch football, about po¬ 
sitional play. 

Insatiable hunger 

“He had an insatiable hunger for 
information and a massive interest 
in the game. We spent hours talking 
football. 

‘There were months when I spent 
more time with Pep than with my 
own wife! 

“We were always in camp or in ho¬ 
tels with Barcelona, travelling with 
the team all over Europe. But what 
struck me with Pep was that he was 
a very ordinary, down-to-earth guy. 

“He was kind, he was normal and 
had no arrogant streaks. 

“He did not want to behave like a 
big star because he was playing for 
Barcelona. 

“I remember he was driving a sec¬ 
ond-hand Volkswagen Golf when 
he came into the squad and after 
three years in the first team he was 
still driving a Volkswagen Golf.” 

It was easy to understand Cruyff’s 
thinking. 

In charge of Barcelona since 1988, 
the most famous Dutchman in foot¬ 
ball history had signed Koeman 
from PSV the following year. 

At the time, Koeman was at the 
height of his powers - one of the 
best defenders in world football, a 
highly respected figure for the way 
he had skippered the Netherlands 
to the 1988 European Champion¬ 
ship title. 

Cruyff had earmarked Koeman 
to help him recreate the famous 
Dutch way of playing at the Nou 
Camp. 

“Cruyff had a massive clear-out. 


It was like a revolution. He sold no 
end of players and brought new 
faces in,” Koeman has said. 

“Cruyff said goodbye to big 
names like Gary Lineker, who was 
one of the best strikers in the world 
at the time. 

“It was not so much that Cruyff 
did not rate him but he did not fit in 
the system he had in mind for the 
new Barcelona.’ 

The 4-3-3 formation that Barce¬ 
lona play is ubiquitous in the world 
game and the huge success of their 
youth system is acknowledged by 
everyone. 

That is what Cruyff always had in 


mind. He had seen his Ajax team do 
the same under Rinus Michels in 
the 1970s and win three European 
Cups. 

‘It was Cruyff who introduced the 
Dutch style of attacking football 
into the first team and the acad¬ 
emy,’ said Koeman. 

Goodbye 

‘Cruyff was deliberately looking 
for players who could play in the 
attacking style he had played in at 
Ajax. 

“He brought in Michael Laudrup, 
he bought me and Hristo Stoichkov. 

“Barcelona said goodbye to the 


4-4-2 system. Cruyff would never 
use that again. 

“He introduced the 4-3-3 and later 
even the 3-4-3 system, with only 
three defenders. The way we played 
under Cruyff was revolutionary 

“In my eyes it was sometimes 
too attacking but that was Johan 
Cruyff for you.” 

By the early 1990s, Cruyff had 
spotted something special about 
Guardiola, and wanted Koeman to 
play a key role in his development. 

In Guardiola’s first season as a 
Barcelona regular, 1991/92, the club 
won the La Liga title. 

They also reached the European 
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oom-mate reunion! 


Art galleries 
and t-shirts 
for justice... 



Cup final, and played Italian outfit 
Sampdoria at Wembley. 

Famously, Koeman struck the 
only goal eight minutes from the 
end of extra time - a trademark 
free-kick. 

It was the first time Barcelona 
had ever won the European Cup, 
and the first time since 1966 that a 
Spanish team had triumphed in the 
tournament. 

Other Barca stars of the era were 
Bulgarian striker Hristo Stoichkov 
and Danish midfielder Michael La- 
udrup. 

Of Koeman, Guardiola has re¬ 
called: “Ronald taught me lots and 


was one of the best players to have 
passed through this club (Barce¬ 
lona). 

“He was one of the first central 
defenders who was more than just 
a defensive player, and he was ca¬ 
pable of playing in finals as if they 
were friendly matches — without 
nerves. 

“He was great at getting over 
pressure.” 

Guardiola’s success as a player 
at Barca was followed up by his 
remarkable coaching and manage¬ 
rial record at the club. 

On taking charge in 2008, devel¬ 
oped the talent of Lionel Messi and 


promoted youth players such as Pe¬ 
dro and Sergio Busquets. 

Guardiola made a stunning im¬ 
pact at the Nou Camp, telling estab¬ 
lished stars such as Ronaldinho, 
Samuel Eto’o and Deco that they 
had no future at the club. 

Barcelona became the first Span¬ 
ish club to win the ‘treble’ of Cham¬ 
pions League, Primera Division 
and Copa del Rey in the same sea¬ 
son - Guardiola’s first at the helm. 

As 2009 became 2010, Guardiola 
had collected six trophies in the 
calendar year and his success con¬ 
tinued until his decision to leave 
the club in 2012. 


By then he had signed Cesc Fab- 
regas, now of Chelsea, and current 
Arsenal star Alexis Sanchez. 

City revealed this week that they 
had first held talks with Guardi¬ 
ola in 2012 but at that time he had 
opted to take a sabbatical, spend¬ 
ing time in New York, and he was 
also sounded out by Sir Alex Fergu¬ 
son for the job of replacing him as 
manager of Manchester United. 

Instead a move to Germany would 
be Guardiola’s next challenge, re¬ 
placing Jupp Heynckes at the Alli¬ 
anz Arena despite the experienced 
German having won the treble 
ahead of his departure. 

Guardiola’s character was de¬ 
fined as he spoke in German at 
his unveiling with Bayern, and the 
success on the pitch continued and 
he has always wanted to be his own 
man, pushing his own boundaries. 

“I strive to live with passion and 
not to be desensitised to life,” he 
told Graham Hunter for his book 
‘Barca: The Making of the Greatest 
Team in the World’. 

“Things matter to me. You’ve got 
to live like that. Otherwise what’s 
the point. It’s not possible to please 
everyone and there is no point 
in trying to be what other people 
think you should be. 

“For me, it’s important to be who 
I am, not just to be different but to 
be as authentic as I can be.” 

While at Munich, he married 
long-term partner Cristina Serra 
in 2014 with their three children at 
a low-key ceremony in Spain. 

Back-to-back Bundesliga titles 
as well as the Super Cup and Club 
World Cup were all secured and, 
with an eight-point lead this sea¬ 
son and a Champions League clash 
with Juventus on the horizon, he 
looks set to leave Bavaria with even 
more silverware. 

Guardiola’s decision to join City 
will have been influenced by the 
presence at the Etihad Stadium of 
football director Txiki Begiristain 
and chief executive Ferran Sori¬ 
ano, who he knows from his time at 
Barcelona. 

A high-pressing game, demand¬ 
ing fitness and passing quality - the 
idea of ‘tiki-taka’ - came to the fore 
under Guardiola’s tutelage and has 
been copied and tweaked across the 
world since. 

He may already be having an im¬ 
pact on British sport, too, having 
made an impression on new Eng¬ 
land rugby head coach Eddie Jones 
after they spent time together re¬ 
cently 

“I talk to a lot of people. I try to 
meet people who are smarter than 
me. Last year in November was one 
of the best meetings I had,” Jones 
said last week. 

“I went to Bayern Munich and 
met Pep. It was absolutely fascinat¬ 
ing. I watched him taking a train¬ 
ing session and it made me embar¬ 
rassed by my coaching - he was so 
bloody brilliant.” 

Ronald Koeman will not have 
been surprised by Jones’ glowing 
assessment of his former room¬ 
mate. 


PEP Guardiola will take over as 
Manchester City head coach at the end 
of the season. 

Here, the Sports Pink lists 10 things 
you may not know about the 45-year- 
old. 

1. As a youngster doing ball-boy 
duties, Guardiola was once refused an 
autograph by Michel Platini, when 
offered a poster of the Frenchman 
which had adorned Guardiola’s 
childhood wall. 

2. Guardiola is an art lover, and spent 
much of his sabbatical in New York - 
after leaving Barcelona - around the 
galleries of the Big Apple. 

3. Guardiola’s clothing has made 
headlines in the past. 

He wore a T-shirt in a pre-match press 
conference last season ahead of the 
Champions League clash against Porto 
carrying a slogan promoting a 
campaign for justice surrounding the 
death of an Argentinian journalist. 

Guardiola then celebrated Bayern’s 
come-from-behind victory over Porto 
just that little bit too much, causing a 
noticeable tear down one side of his 
trousers. 

He has famous company on that front 
at least in David Moyes and Jose 
Mourinho. 

4. Speaking of clothes, Guardiola’s 



Art lover Pep Guardiola 


relationship with wife Cristina Serra 
grew around the latter’s family clothes 
shop in Manresa, in Spain’s north-east. 

5. A love of smart clothes naturally 
translates to a love of.... golf. 

A keen player, Guardiola attended the 
2012 ‘Miracle in Medinah’ on the 
invitation of Europe’s Ryder Cup 
captain and compatriot Jose Maria 
Olazabal. 

6. Aside from his playing career in 
Europe, Guardiola spent time with Al 
Ahly of Qatar and then Dorados de 
Sinaloa of Mexico, which proved his 
swansong. 

7. Guardiola does not conduct one-on- 
one interviews - only press 
conferences. 

8. Guardiola is from the small Catalan 
town of Santpedor in north-east Spain. 

In honour of Guardiola’s 
achievements, the home ground of 
local team CF Santpedor was given the 
name Camp Municipal Josep Guardiola. 

9. The municipal council also named 
Guardiola their “favourite son of the 
town” in October 2009. 

10. When preparing for life in 
Germany, Guardiola reportedly spent 
hours with a German teacher while in 
New York. 

He gave parts of his first Bayern 
Munich press conference in German. 
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Window ins 
and outs in 
the top flight 


The 10 best Januan 


AFC Bournemouth’s Benik Afobe celebrates scoring his side’s winner at Crystal Palace on Tuesday. 


Charlie Austin celebrates scoring Saints’ winner on his debut at Old Trafford. 


Arsenal 

IN: Mohamed Elneny - FC Basel (£5m) 
Isaac Hayden - Hull City (Recalled Loan) 
OUT: Glen Kamara - Southend (Loan) 

Aston Villa 
IN: None 

OUT: Joe Cole - Coventry City (Free) 
Callum Robinson - Preston North End 
(Loan) 

Gary Gardner - Nottingham Forest (Loan) 
Bournemouth 

IN: Marius Adanomis - FK Atlantas (Loan) 
Juan Iturbe - Roma (Loan) 

Benik Afobe - Wolverhampton Wanderers 
(£9.3m) 

Lewis Grabban - Norwich City (£7m) 
Rhoys Wiggins - Sheffield Wednesday 
(Undisclosed) 

OUT: Jayden Stockley - Exeter City (Loan) 
Lee Tomlin - Bristol City (Loan) 

Chelsea 

IN: Matt Miazga - New York Red Bulls 
(Undisclosed) 

Alexandre Pato - Corinthians (Loan) 

OUT: Papy Djilobodji - Werder Bremen 
(Loan) 

Ramires - Jiangsu Suning (£25m) 
Christian Atsu - Malaga (Loan) 

Patrick Bamford - Norwich (Loan) 

Marco van Ginkel- PSV (Loan) 

Crystal Palace 

IN: Emmanuel Adebayor - Unassigned 
Player(Free) 

OUT: Jack Hunt - Sheffield Wednesday 
(Undisclosed) 


Lewis Grabban, right, has returned 
to Cherries. 

Jonny Williams - MK Dons (Loan) 

Everton 

IN: Matthew Foulds - Bury (Undisclosed) 
Shani Tarashaj - Grasshoppers Zurich 
(£3m) 

Oumar Niasse - Lokomotiv Moscow 
(£13.5m) 

OUT: Shani Tarashaj - Grasshoppers 
Zurich (Sent straight back out on loan), Jon 
Joe Kenny - Oxford (Loan) 

Leicester 

IN: Demarai Gray - Birmingham City 
(£3.7m), Daniel Amarty - Copenhagen 
(Undisclosed) 

OUT: Joe David - Fleetwood Town 
(Undisclosed), Andrej Kramaric - Hoffenheim 
(Loan), Jak McCourt - Barnsley (Undisclosed) 

Liverpool 

IN: Marko Grujic - Red Star Belgrade 
(£5.1 m), Steven Caulker - QPR (Loan) 

OUT: Marko Grujic - Red Star Belgrade 
(Sent straight back out on loan) 

Ryan Fulton - Portsmouth (Loan) 

Manchester City 

IN: Shay Facey - New York City (Free) 

OUT: Ian Lawlor - Bury (Loan) 

George Evans - Reading (Undisclosed) 
Patrick Roberts - Celtic (Loan) 

Manchester United 
IN: None 

OUT: Ashley Fletcher - Barnsley (Loan) 

Ben Pearson - Preston (Undisclosed) 

Victor Valdes - Standard Liege (Loan 
subject to medical) Continued on facing page 


THE opportunity for clubs 
to make mid-season adjust¬ 
ments to their squads has 
now passed. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
some of the most notable deals 
that got done in the January 

transfer window. 

GIANNELLIIMBULA - PORTO 
TO STOKE 

The Potters smashed their trans¬ 
fer record on deadline day with the 
£18.3million signing of defensive 
midfielder Imbula - a capture re¬ 
garded as a long-overdue replace¬ 
ment for Steven Nzonzi, and a 
significant statement of the club’s 
determination to keep progressing. 

Imbula became the youngest play¬ 
er in French second tier history 
in October 2009 when he made his 
Guincamp debut aged 17 years and 
one month. 

He later joined Marseille and 
spent two years there before mov¬ 
ing to Porto last summer for around 
£15m. 

OUMAR NIASSE - LOKOMO¬ 
TIV MOSCOW TO EVERTON 

In another deadline day deal in¬ 
volving a considerable fee, Everton 
paid out £13.5million for to bring 
in Senegal striker Niasse, making 
him the third most expensive sign¬ 
ing in their history. 

An international colleague of 
Saints’ Sadio Mane, Niasse has 
scored eight goals in 15 Russian 
League games this season. 

He made his name in his home 
country with Ouakham, helping 
them to the Senegalese second tier 
title in 2009 and the senior champi¬ 
onship two years later. 

JORDAN RHODES - BLACK¬ 
BURN TO MIDDLESBROUGH 

The big move outside the top flight 
on the final day of the window saw 
Boro splash out a reported £9mil- 
lion on a frontman they hope will 
ensure their push for promotion to 
the Premier League this term ends 
in success. 

His goalscoring record - detailed 
elsewhere in this edition of the 
Sports Pink - is fairly impressive. 

ALEXANDRE PATO - CORIN¬ 
THIANS TO CHELSEA (LOAN) 

It will be intriguing to see what 
impact 26-year-old former AC Mi¬ 
lan forward Pato - once viewed 
as one of the most exciting young 
players in Europe - can make dur¬ 
ing his first crack at the English big 
time following the Brazilian’s loan 
switch to Chelsea for the rest of the 
season. 

The player was Serie A’s Young 
Player of the Year in 2009/10, and 
the following season he scored 14 
goals for Milan. 

He was won 27 senior internation¬ 
al caps for Brazil, scoring ten goals. 

ANDROS TOWNSEND - TOT¬ 
TENHAM TO NEWCASTLE 

Townsend, on whom Newcas¬ 
tle are understood to have spent 
£12million, is another man looking 
to rediscover past form, with it not 
being too long ago that the winger 
was earning rave reviews for his 


England performances. 

Townsend, who was on Saints’ 
radar when Ronald Koeman joined 
the club in the summer of 2014, was 
a smash hit on his England interna¬ 
tional debut. 

Playing against Montenegro 
at Wembley in October 2013, 


Townsend scored a great goal and 
was named man of the match in 
England’s 4-1 win. 

He has won 10 senior caps and 
scored three goals - the last of 
which was another strike from out¬ 
side the box in England’s 1-1 friend¬ 
ly draw in Italy last March. 


Speaking in December, ex-Saints 
striker Gordon Watson said 
Townsend would be “absolutely 
perfect” for Saints. 

But it was relegation-threatened 
Newcastle that splashed the cash - 
as they have to do if they want to 
avoid a financially-crippling demo- 
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Crystal Palace’s Emmanuel Adebayor on his debut against Cherries at Selhurst Park. 


tion. 

EMMANUEL ADEBAYOR - UN¬ 
ATTACHED TO CRYSTAL PAL¬ 
ACE 

Adebayor typically flourishes in 
his first few months at a new club 
and Palace are in desperate need 
of a forward to score goals, so on 
paper this deal to the end of the 


season looks like a match made in 
heaven. 

The onus is on Eagles boss Alan 
Pardew to get the best out of a play¬ 
er who has failed to find a home for 
long with numerous other teams. 

Turning 32 later this month, 
Adebayor arrived in England in 
the January 2006 transfer window 


when Arsenal paid £7m for him. 
His best season for the Gunners 
came in 2007/08 when he belted 30 
league and cup goals, scoring in 
nine successive games at one point. 

He joined Manchester City for 
£25m in the summer of 2009, but 
scored just 12 league goals in three 
years at The Etihad. 


A £5m switch to Tottenham fol¬ 
lowed prior to the 2012/13 season. 

Adebayor’s best time at White 
Hart Lane was under Tim Sher¬ 
wood in 2013/14. After being virtu¬ 
ally ignored by Andre Villas-Boas, 
the striker hit back with 14 goals in 
24 games under Sherwood - includ¬ 
ing a brace in a 3-2 win at Saints 
just before Christmas 2013. 

Falling out of favour again under 
Mauricio Pochettino, Adebayor 
only scored twice for Tottenham in 
the whole of 2014/15. 

BENIK AFOBE - WOLVES TO 
BOURNEMOUTH 

Cherries splashed out a reported 
£10million club record fee to add 
this proven goalscorer to their bat¬ 
tle to beat the drop and Afobe has 
already started paying it back, 
notching three in four appearanc¬ 
es. 

Afobe, who turns 23 next week, 
started his career at Arsenal but 
never made a league appearance 
under Arsene Wenger. Instead he 
was sent out on loan to Hudders¬ 
field, Reading, Bolton, Millwall and 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

His career started to take off 
in another loan spell, this time at 
League 1 club MK Dons, in the first 
half of 2014/15. He struck 19 league 
and cup goals in 18 starts (plus 13 
off the bench) - form which won 
him a permanent move from Arse¬ 
nal to Wolves in January 2015. 

At Molineux, having made the 
step up to the Championship, he 
struck 22 times in 46 outings. 

CHARLIE AUSTIN - QPR TO 
SOUTHAMPTON 

In a deal that certainly looks a 
bargain, for just £4million Saints 
landed a striker who scored 18 top¬ 
flight goals last term and delivered 
immediately with the winner at 
Old Trafford on his debut. 

There is not much more I need to 
add. 

JONJO SHELVEY - SWANSEA 
TO NEWCASTLE 

Eyebrows were raised when 
Newcastle splashed out a reported 
£12million on midfielder Shelvey, 
who had lost his way in south 
Wales. 

But the England international 
was another to make a big impres¬ 
sion on his bow for his new club, 
reminding everyone he still has 
plenty of quality with an exquisite 
raking pass which led to a Magpies 
goal. 

Shelvey seems to have been 
around a long time, but only turns 
24 this month. He made his debut 
as a 16-year-old for Charlton in 
April 2008 and joined Liverpool for 
£1.7m two years later. 

STEVEN NAISMITH - EVER- 
TON TO NORWICH 

A versatile player with a recent 
Premier League hat-trick against 
defending champions Chelsea on 
his resume, Naismith made his 
mark on his first run-out for his 
new employers, scoring in Nor¬ 
wich’s 5-4 loss to Liverpool. 

Norwich have been short of goals 
all season, and the Canaries will be 
hoping it is £7m well spent on the 
Scot. 


from facing page 
Newcastle 

IN: Jonjo Shelvey - Swansea City (£12m) 
Henri Saivet - Bordeaux (Undisclosed) 
Seydou Doumbia - Roma (Loan) 

OUT: Shane Ferguson - Millwall 
(Undisclosed fee) 

Kyle Cameron - York City (1 month loan) 
Lubo Satka - York (Loan) 

Mike Williamson - Wolves (Undisclosed) 

Norwich 

IN: Ivo Pinto - Dinamo Zagreb 
(Undisclosed) 

Patrick Bamford - Chelsea (Loan) 

OUT: Elliot Bennett - Blackburn Rovers 
(Undisclosed) 

Jake Kean - Colchester United (1 month 
Loan) 

Gary Hooper - Sheffield Wednesday 
(Undisclosed) 

Lewis Grabban - Bournemouth (£7m) 
Harry Toffolo - Peterborough (loan) 
Jamar Loza - Southend (Loan) 

Southampton 

IN: Charlie Austin - QPR (£4m) 

OUT: Sam Mcqueen - Southend (Loan) 
Ryan Seager - Crewe (Loan) 

Jack Stephens- Coventry (Loan) 

Gaston Ramirez - Mboro (Loan) 

Stoke 

IN: Giannelli Imbula - Porto (£18.3m) 
OUT: Eddy Lecygne - Doncaster (Loan) 

Sunderland 

IN: Jan Kirchhoff - Bayern Munich 
(Undisclosed fee) 

Lamine Kone - Lorient (Undisclosed fee) 
Wahbi Khazri - Bordeaux (Undisclosed) 



Ryan Seager 


OUT: Costel Pantilimon - Watford 
(Undisclosed), Danny Graham - Blackburn 
(Loan) 

Swansea City 

IN: Alberto Paloschi - Chievo (Undisclosed) 

Leroy Fer- QPR (Loan) 

OUT: Jonjo Shelvey - Newcastle (£12m) 

Tottenham 

IN: None 

OUT: Emmanuel Adebayor - Unassigned 
player (Cancelled Contract), Shaquille 
Coulthirst - Peterborough (Undisclosed Fee), 
Andros Townsend - Newcastle (Undisclosed 
fee), Alex Pritchard - West Brom (Loan) 

Watford 

IN: Costel Pantilimon - Sunderland 
(Undisclosed), Mario Suarez - Fiorentina 
(Undisclosed), Abdoulaye Doucoure - Rennes 
(Loan) 

OUT: Connor Smith - AFC Wimbledon 
(Free), Diego Fabbrini - Birmingham (£1.5m) 

West Brom 

IN: Sandro - West Brom (Loan) 

Alex Pritchard - Tottenham (Loan) 

OUT: Adil Nabi - Peterborough 
(Undisclosed fee), Anders Lindegaard - 
Preston North End (Loan) 

West Ham 

IN: Sam Byram - Leeds United 
(Undisclosed) 

Diego Poyet - Milton Keynes Dons (Loan 
Recalled) 

OUT: Morgan Amalfiltano - Lille (Free) 

Mauro Zarate - Fiorentina (Undisclosed) 
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Did you know 
this about 
John Terry? 


Saints’ long, long w; 



Did you know John George Terry 
supported Manchester United growing 
up, enjoys playing golf with Niall from 
ID and was Dad of the Year in 2009? 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at five 
things you may not have heard about 
the Chelsea skipper, who has 
announced he is leaving the club in the 
summer. 

1. Direction 

In June 2014, keen golfer Terry 
teamed up with Sky pundit Jamie 
Redknapp to take on Niall Horan from 
everybody’s favourite boyband One 
Direction and former Chelsea team¬ 
mate Andriy Shevchenko at Wisley golf 
course in Surrey. 

2. Terry the Terrier 

Barring a brief loan spell at 

Nottingham Forest, Terry has spent the 
whole of his career at Stamford Bridge. 
But did you know Steve Bruce was on 
the verge of taking the defender to 
Huddersfield in 2000? It was while a 
19-year-old Terry was at the City 
Ground and Bruce was in the process 
of doing his FA coaching badges. 

3. Dad of the Year 

Terry has posted many a pic of 
himself with his kids on his Instagram 
account, and why shouldn’t he? He was, 



Chelsea’s John Terry is leaving the 
club at the end of this season, 
after all, named Dad of the Year in 
2009. The former England skipper 
topped a poll run by Daddies Sauce to 
win the sought-after accolade, beating 
off stiff competition in the form of Peter 
Andre and then-PM Gordon Brown. 

4. Better the Red Devil you know 

Chelsea stalwart Terry was a 

Manchester United fan growing up and 
still has nothing but praise for the 
club’s former manager Sir Alex 
Ferguson. 

5. An internet sensation 

One thing you probably do know 
about Terry (but it’s worth reminding 
ourselves) is that he caused an internet 
sensation back in 2012. Picture the 
scene. Chelsea had just won the 
Champions League final by beating 
German giants Bayern Munich 4-3 on 
penalties following a 1-1 draw after 
extra-time. 

Terry, who was suspended for the 
game, appeared on the pitch to lift the 
trophy inexplicably decked out in his 
full Chelsea kit - including shinpads. 

He was mercilessly lampooned on 
social media via a series of memes 
which included Terry gatecrashing the 
moon landing and Will and Kate’s 
wedding and also holding up a tank in 
Tiananmen Square, all in full kit. 


SAINTS failed to end their 
long search for a league 
win at Arsenal this week. 

A goalless stalemate meant the 
club have now won just two of their 
39 matches on the Gunners’ home 
patch - be that Highbury or the 
Emirates - which is a record that 
makes for particularly miserable 
reading. 

That is easily Saints’ worst away 
record against any club they have 
regularly met in the top flight. 

Two wins out of 39 equates to a 
dismal five per cent success rate. 

Saints have met eight other clubs 
30 or more times in the old First Di¬ 
vision and Premier League. 

They have won nine times in 33 
visits to Chelsea (a 27 per cent suc¬ 
cess rate), seven times in 30 visits 
to Manchester City, six times in 30 
visits to Aston Villa, six times in 

37 visits to Tottenham, five times in 

38 visits to Everton, five times in 39 
visits to Manchester United, four 
times in 39 visits to Liverpool, and 
four times in 30 visits to Coventry 

There are some poor records 
amongst that lot. 

Saints’ top flight away record on 
Merseyside is dreadful - with just 
nine wins and 52 defeats from 77 
combined visits to Anfield and 
Goodison Park. 

Their record in north London, 
however, is no better. 

Long overdue 

With only eight wins from 76 trips 
to Arsenal and Tottenham, and 49 
defeats to their name, Saints are 
long overdue a win in that part of 
the capital. 

Saints have been beaten 24 times 
in their 39 top flight league trips to 
Highbury/Emirates. 

Having only lost one of their first 
five, it means they have suffered 23 
defeats in their last 34 visits - win¬ 
ning only once in that time (in No¬ 
vember 1987 when Danny Wallace 
scored the only goal against a Gun¬ 
ners side who were top of the table 
at the time). 

Saints boast a 100 per cent top 
flight winning record at five clubs 
- Blackpool (2 visits), Bradford City 
(2), Hull (2), Reading (1) and Cardiff 
City (1). 

They have a 100 per cent losing 
record at two clubs - Barnsley and 
Swindon - but only visited each of 
those clubs once. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
how Saints have fared away from 
home against all the opponents 
they have faced in top-flight action 
down the years. 

Arsenal: P:39 W:2 D:13 L:24 

F:32 A:77 

Both Saints’ victories in this part 
of north London came pre-Emir¬ 
ates Stadium - and before the 1992 
Premier League launch. 

Chris Nicholl was the last South¬ 
ampton manager to return from 
Arsenal with three points, Rod Wal¬ 
lace’s goal enough for victory on 
November 21 1987. 

That result ended a run of nearly 


20 years without winning at High¬ 
bury, Saints only previous fruit¬ 
ful trip to the Gunners being a 3-0 
romp on April 151968, Terry Paine, 
Mick Judd and Joe Kirkup the scor¬ 
ers for Ted Bates’ team. 

Aston Villa: P: 30 W:6 D:ll 
L:13 

Saints’ last two wins at Villa Park 
have both come thanks to penalties. 

James Beattie grabbed the only 
goal from 12 yards in October 2002 
- after Villa keeper Peter Enckle- 
man had been sent off for a foul - 
and Rickie Lambert did likewise in 
January 2013. 

The latter was Nigel Adkins’ last 
league win as Saints boss before he 


was sacked. 

Chelsea: P: 33 W:9 D:9 L:15 

Saints have an impressive record 
at Stamford Bridge, having won 
there more times in top flight ac¬ 
tion than at any other venue. 

The club’s last win there came 
earlier this season, when Willian 
gave Jose Mourinho’s men an ear¬ 
ly lead only for Saints to hit back 
through Steven Davis, Sadio Mane 
and Graziano Pelle. 

Crystal Palace: P:16 W:4 D:4 
L:8 

Saints have won a quarter of their 
16 top flight visits to Palace. 

Two of them have come in recent 


years - Jay Rodriguez scoring the 
only goal in March 2014 and Sadio 
Mane, Ryan Bertrand and Toby Al- 
derweireld on target on Boxing Day 
later that year. 

Everton: P:38 W:5 D:6 L:27 

Saints haven’t won at Goodison 
Park since a 2-0 victory on Novem¬ 
ber 2 1997, a match best remem¬ 
bered for Kevin Davies’ fantastic 
solo goal. 

Matt Le Tissier was also on target. 

Prior to that, Saints 1-0 win in 
April 1992 - Glenn Cockerill on 
tareget - had been their first at the 
ground since April 1974. 

Leicester City: P:20 W:5 D:5 
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ait has to go on... 


‘Dying on the 
field would be 
glory for JT’ 



L:10 

Saints have also won a quarter of 
their visits to Leicester in top flight 
action. 

The last was a 4-0 romp in De¬ 
cember 2001, thanks to goals from 
Anders Svensson (2), James Beattie 
and Marian Pahars. 

Liverpool: P:39 W:4 D:10 L:25 

Saints’ four league wins at An- 
field have come in 1981, 1997, 2003 
and 2013. 

On the last occasion, in Septem¬ 
ber 2013, current Reds defender 
Dejan Lovren scored the only goal. 

Prior to that, Brett Ormerod and 
Michael Svensson had netted in a 
2-1 win in December 2003. 


Manchester City: P:30 W:7D:8 
L:15 

Following three successive wins 
at City between 2001 and 2004, 
Saints have lost on their last five 
visits to the Etihad Stadium. 

Their last win, in April 2004 dur¬ 
ing Paul Sturrock’s brief time 
as manager, came via goals from 
Kevin Phillips (2) and James Beat- 
tie. 

On the final day of the 2002/03 
campaign, and in the last ever 
competitive game played at Maine 
Road, Michael Svensson pooped 
City’s ‘farewell’ party with the only 
goal. 

Manchester United: P:39 W:5 
D:8 L:26 


Before Ronald Koeman arrived 
at St Mary’s, Saints had only won 
three times in 37 top flight visits to 
Old Trafford. 

Now they have tasted five wins in 
39 attempts. 

Dusan Tadic’s historic winner in 
January 2015 was followed by Char¬ 
lie Austin’s dramatic debut goal al¬ 
most 12 months to the day later. 

Newcastle United: P:29 W:4 

D:6 L:19 

Saints’ fourth win at St James 
Park arrived last season, loanee 
Eljero Elia netting both goals in a 
2-1 win. 

Matt Le Tissier provided the 
only goal in a March 1997 victory, 
while Le Tiss and Neil Maddison 


scored in a 2-1 win in January 1994 
that was Alan Ball’s first game in 
charge. 

Norwich City: P:21 W:13 D:6 
L:2 

This has become a rather dour 
rivalry of late, with just two goals 
scored in the last three meetings at 
Carrow Road - both securing Nor¬ 
wich victories. 

It wasn’t always that way. 

Saints won 5-4 on the Canaries’ 
turf in April 1994 - Matt Le Tissier 
scoring a famous hat-trick before 
Ken Monkou grabbed a 90th min¬ 
ute winner - while the same fix¬ 
ture in September 1989 saw the two 
teams share eight goals. 

Rod Wallace and Paul Rideout 
both scored twice in the 4-4 thriller. 

Stoke City: P:17 W:7 D:6 L:4 

You have to go back to October 
1984 for Saints’ last top flight suc¬ 
cess at Stoke, a 3-1 victory at the 
Potters’ former Victoria Ground 
HQ. Alan Curtis and Steve Wil¬ 
liams were on target, while Paul 
Dyson put through his own goal. 

Sunderland: P:19 W:7 D:6 L:6 

Saints’ seventh win in 19 outings 
on Wearside arrived earlier this 
season thanks to Dusan Tadic’s 
spot-kick winner. 

James Beattie had netted the only 
goal when Saints had previous won 
at the Stadium of Light, in January 
2003. 

Swansea City: P:5 W:2 D:1 L:2 

Both of Saints’ last two trips to 
the Liberty Stadium have ended in 
1-0 victories for the away side. 

Rickie Lambert scored a late de¬ 
cider in April 2014, while Victor 
Wanyama was the unlikely match- 
winner the following September. 

Tottenham Hotspur: P:37 W:6 
D:6 L:25 

After emerging victorious from 
their last game in the old Division 
One at White Hart Lane in January 
1992, Saints have won just twice 
on the same north London ground 
during the Premier League era. 

Their most recent success came 
in September 2003, when goals 
from James Beattie (2) and Kevin 
Phillips gave Gordon Strachan’s 
men a 3-1 success. Saints fans cel¬ 
ebrated the following day’s news 
that Spurs had sacked Glenn Hod- 
dle with equal gusto. 

Watford: P:8 W:1 D:2 L:5 

The late Kevin Moore scored the 
only goal when Saints won at Vic¬ 
arage Road for the only time in 
their top flight history - in March 
1988. 

West Bromwich Albion: P:21 
W:3 D:6 L:12 

Rickie Lambert’s last-gasp penalty 
on the opening day of the 2013/2014 
campaign earned Saints their first 
win at the Hawthorns since a 2-0 
victory there in May 1984. 

Continued on page 16 


JOHN Terry has announced he will 
leave Chelsea at the end of the season 
after the club decided not to offer him 
a new contract. 

The former England captain has had a 
remarkable career at Stamford Bridge 
and made his 696th appearance for the 
Blues in their 5-1 FA Cup win at MK 
Dons on Sunday. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
quotes from Terry’s managers, former 
team-mates and rivals during his 
career. 

Fabio Capello on the decision to strip 
Terry of the England captaincy 
following the accusation he racially 
abused Anton Ferdinand in 2011. Terry 
was cleared at Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court of making a racist 
insult to Ferdinand but was later 
banned for four games and fined 
£220,000 by a FA independent 
regulatory commission. 

“I fought for John to be able to come 
back and play but they (the FA) said ‘no 
you can’t decide about the player, you 
need to wait for the court decision’ and 
I said ‘Why?’ But they had already 
decided before I asked.” 


Rio Ferdinand, in his autobiography, 
on his broken relationship with Terry 
following the racism allegation. 



“I no longer talk to him, but even 
three years later I find it impossible to 
forgive or forget the pain he put my 
family through.” 

But Ferdinand said last year he still 
admired Terry as a player, despite their 
issues. 

“Just because we no longer get on 
does not mean I’ve lost my admiration 
for him as a footballer. His 
performances for Chelsea this season 
have been nothing short of outstanding 
and I’m not afraid to say it. John took 
the decision to retire from playing for 
England and had his reasons, but 
Chelsea are reaping the benefits.” 

Ex-Chelsea and England team-mate 
Frank Lampard on the criticism Terry 
received during the Blues’ poor start to 
this season. 

“He’s Mr Chelsea. You either take 
those things on the chin and stay part 
of the club - and that’s how he’ll take it - 
or you move on.” 

Former Chelsea boss Luiz Felipe 
Scolari once quipped Terry would never 
be dragged off the field. 

“For John Terry, dying on the field 
would be glory. You would need to kill 
him and maybe even then he would still 
play.” 
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MRI result 

changed 

everything 


Revealed: Saints’ be 



Morgan Schneiderlin, right, wheels away after scoring for Saints at West Ham in August 2014. 



Rickie Lambert’s goal celebration after netting in Saints’ 3-0 win at Fulham in 2014. 


JAMES Roden is devastated to be 
hanging up his boots at the age 30. 

The tenacious AFC Totton defender 
had been looking forward to turning out 
for the Stags as usual against Evesham 
United last Saturday. 

But the result of an MRI scan arrived 
that morning and changed everything, 
writes Wendy Gee. 

It revealed a tear in Roden’s anterior 
cruciate ligament (ACL) and a warning 
that if he carried on playing it was likely 
to go completely. 

“I was ready to play and took my 
tracksuit and gear along,” he said. “But 
I talked to Steve (Hollick, Totton 
manager) and we agreed that I’d sit the 
game out and speak to my family about 
it. 

“I’d be able to carry on playing if I 
had an operation, but potentially I’d be 
off work for six months and not playing 
for a year. 

“I’m a bricklayer and I could probably 
get away with a short time off, but I’ve 
just bought a house in Hedge End with 
my girlfriend and any loss of earnings 
would be difficult at this time because 
we’ve got a mortgage.” 

Roden has been playing in 
discomfort for a couple of years now 
and it was on the advice of Totton 
physio Dave Penny that he went to see 
his doctor. 



James Roden (blue) in action for 
AFC Totton. 

The GP referred him to the hospital 
and they, in turn, sent him for an MRI 
scan. 

“It hasn’t sunk in yet because I’ve 
only missed one game, but I’m 
devastated, really gutted,” he said. 

“Football’s all I’ve known since 
signing as a 16-year-old for Andy 
Leader at BAT. I’ve been at this sort of 
level ever since. 

“I’m having a small keyhole operation 
done, like a clean-up, and that will only 
keep me off work for two weeks. I can 
afford that. 

“A small op’s not going to fix the ACL 
problem, but if I had the big op it could 
keep me off work for six months.” 

During his school days at Wildern, 
Roden was affectionately known as 
‘Monkey’ - because his dad worked at 
London Zoo. 

That name has stuck with him 
throughout a solid non-League career 
that has also taken in Winchester City, 
Fareham Town, Andover and Folland 
Sports. 

This was Roden’s second stint with 
Totton having previously played as a 
tigerish midfielder for Stuart Ritchie 
during those glorious FA Vase final/ 
Sydenhams Premier-winning days of 
the mid-noughties. 

continued on facing page 


from page 15 

West Ham United: P:31 W:8 
D:6 L:17 

Saints’ most recent victory at Up¬ 
ton Park was in August 2014 and 
gave Ronald Koeman his first ever 
Premier League victory Morgan 
Schneiderlin scored twice while 
Graziano Pelle netted his first 
league goal for the club. 

Birmingham City: P: 11 W:3 
D:4 L:4 

A crowd of only 5,800 were at St 
Andrews in April 1986 to see Saints 
win 2-0 thanks to Danny Wallace 
and Glenn Cockerill. That was the 
club’s last top flight success at the 
ground. 

Blackburn Rovers: P:ll W:1 
D:2 L:8 

Saints’ lone Premier League victo¬ 
ry at Ewood Park -2-0 on November 
21 1998 - led to the sacking of then 
Rovers’ boss Roy Hodgson. Matt 
Oakley and sub Steve Basham - the 
latter with his only ever league goal 
for Saints - were on target. 

Bolton Wanderers: P:8 W:2 

D:4 L:2 

Marian Pahars netted a 77th min¬ 
ute winner when Saints last won in 
the top flight at Bolton - in Septem¬ 
ber 2001. 

Brighton & Hove Albion: P:4 
W:1 D:2 L:1 

Danny Wallace grabbed the only 
goal when Saints tasted their sole 
top flight win at the Goldstone 
Ground two days after Christmas 
1982. 

Bristol City: P:2 W:1 D:0 L:1 

Mick Channon bagged the only 
goal when Saints won at Ashton 
Gate four days before Christmas 
1979. 

Burnley: P:7 W:1 D:1 L:5 

Mick Channon was also the goal- 
scorer when Saints last won a top 
flight game at Turf Moor - 1-0 in 
March 1971. 

Curtain down 

Cardiff City: P:1 W:1 D:0 L:0 

Another case of Saints bringing 
down the curtain on an opposing 
manager’s reign. Malky Mackay 
was sacked the day after Saints’ 3-0 
win on Boxing Day 2013. Jay Rod¬ 
riguez (2) and Rickie Lambert all 
scored in the first 45 minutes. 

Charlton Athletic: P:10 W:3 
D:5 L:2 

Saints had never lost a top-flight 
match at The Valley, until the new¬ 
ly promoted Addicks dished out a 
5-0 thumping to Dave Jones’ side 
in August 1998 - helped by a Clive 
Mendonca hat-trick after Paul 
Jones had been sent off. Saints’ 
last top flight win against Charlton 
came on New Year’s Day 1990, when 
Rod Wallace (2), Matt Le Tissier 
and Russell Osman netted in a 4-2 
win at Selhurst Park. 

Derby County: P:17 W:1 D:6 
L:10 

Rod Wallace scored past ex-Saint 
Peter Shilton in September 1989 to 
earn his team what remains their 
single top-tier win at Derby. 

Fulham: P:8 W:1 D:4 L:3 

Saints’ only Premier League win 


at Craven Cottage came on their 
last visit, 3-0 in February 2014, 
three months before the London 
club were relegated into the Cham¬ 
pionship. Rickie Lambert, Jay Rod¬ 
riguez and Adam Lallana all scored 
in the second period. 

Hull City: P:2 W:2 D:0 L:0 

Saints won 1-0 on both occasions 
that they played at Hull in the 
top-flight - in February 2014 (Jose 
Fonte scoring) and November 2014 
(Victor Wanyama on target). 

Ipswich Town: P:19 W:5 D:6 
L:8 

Chris Marsden sealed Saints’ last 
top flight win at Portman Road with 
a stunning solo goal in March 2002. 
Rory Delap and Brett Ormerod had 


put the visitors 2-0 up before Finidi 
George replied for George Burley’s 
men. 

Leeds United: P: 26 W:5 D:6 
L:15 

David Hirst scored the only goal 
when Saints last won in the top 
flight at Elland Road, in March 
1998. Ex-Leeds midfielder Carlton 
Palmer was sent off for the visitors. 

Middlesbrough: P:15 W:6 D:4 
L:5 

Saints nudged ahead in this Tees- 
side head-to-head by virtue of a 3-1 
win at the Riverside in March 2005, 
the last occasion on which these 
teams met in a Premier League en¬ 
counter. Peter Crouch scored twice 
in what was to prove Saints’ only 


away league win in the club’s rel¬ 
egation season. Defender Andreas 
Jakobsson also netted. 

Nottingham Forest: P:25 W:6 
D:4 L:15 

Two late Micky Evans goals 
helped Saints to a 3-1 win at The 
City Ground in April 1997 - Saints’ 
last top flight win there. 

Queens Park Rangers: P:18 W:7 
D:4 L:7 

Sadio Mane scored a 90th minute 
winner when Saints won at Loftus 
Road last February. 

Reading: P:1 W:1 D:0 L:0 

Saints’ only Premier League game 
at Reading ended in a 2-0 win for 
the away team on April 6,2013. Jay 
Rodriguez and Adam Lallana were 
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ist & worst grounds 



Jose Fonte about to score Saints’ winner at Hull City in February 2014. 



Jay Rodriguez scores in Saints’ 3-0 win at Cardiff in December 2013. 


on target for Mauricio Pochettino’s 
men, against a home side managed 
by ex-St Mary’s boss Nigel Adkins. 

Sheffield Wednesday: P:19 W:2 
D:7 L:10 

Southampton’s two top-flight 
wins at Hillsborough came a dec¬ 
ade apart - 1-0 on April 7 1990 
(Glenn Cockerill on target) and by 
the same scoreline on February 12, 
2000 (Jo Tessem with the only goal). 

Wolves: P:13 W:4 D:4 L:5 

Claus Lundekvam scored his 
only ever Premier League goal for 
Saints in a 4-1 romp at Molineux in 
March 2004 - ironically against a 
team managed by one of his former 
Saints bosses, Dave Jones. James 


Beattie had put Saints ahead ear¬ 
ly on with Kevin Phillips netting 
twice for Paul Sturrock’s visitors 
in the dying minutes. 

Barnsley: P:1 W:0 D:0 L:1 

Saints’ only Premier League 
match at Oakwell, on March 14 
1998, was a seven-goal thriller, with 
Dave Jones’ team on the wrong 
end of the 4-3 result. Matt Le Tis- 
sier (2) and Egil Ostenstad replied 
for Saints past Dave Watson, who 
is currently Saints’ goalkeeping 
coach. 

Blackpool: P:2 W:2 D:0 L:0 

Saints scored three times on 
both of their Division One trips 
to Bloomfield Road. Martin Chiv- 


ers (2) and Ron Davies netted in a 
3-2 win on August 27 1966 - Saints’ 
first ever top flight victory - with 
Davies, Brian O’Neill and Mick 
Channon on taret in a 3-0 win in 
September 1970. 

Bradford City: P:2 W:2 D:0 L:0 

Saints’ two Premier League 
matches at Bradford were sepa¬ 
rated by just five months. Chris 
Marsden’s deflected effort and a 
goal from Marian Pahars earned a 
2-1 win for Glenn Hoddle’s team on 
April 8, 2000. 

On September 23 Saints returned 
to Valley Parade to seal a 1-0 victo¬ 
ry, handed them by Gunnar Halle’s 
first-half own goal. 


Coventry City: P:30 W:4 D:8 
L:18 

Saints’ 3-2 win at Highfield Road 
on October 20 1987 was their first 
in the 17 top-flight fixtures the two 
sides had contested at Coventry’s 
former home. Kevin Bond, Graham 
Baker and Danny Wallace were on 
target. 

Egil Ostenstad scored the only 
goal when Saints last won a top 
flight game at Coventry, against a 
side managed by Gordon Strachan 
on the opening day of the 1999/2000 
season. 

Millwall: P:2 W:0 D:2 L:0 

Both Saints’ top flight visits to 
The Den were stalemates - the sec¬ 
ond a 2-2 draw in December 1989 
with Matt Le Tissier and Paul Ride¬ 
out scoring. 

Oldham Athletic: P:3 W:0 D:1 
L:2 

Saints’ 4-3 defeat at Boundary 
Park on the final day of season 
1992/93 - Matt Le Tissier scoring 
all Saints’ consolations - saw the 
Latics complete a dramatic escape 
from the drop. 

Sheffield United: P:9 W:1 D:1 
L:7 

Matt Le Tissier and Alan Shearer 
were on target in Saints’ solitary 
top flight win at Bramall Lane - 2-0 
in August 1991. 

Swindon Town: P:1 W:0 D:0 L:1 

Swindon’s 2-1 win over Saints was 
one of only five that the Robins en¬ 
joyed in their 42 Premier League 
games in 1993/94. Matt Le Tissier 
replied. 

Devilish 

Wigan Athletic: P:1 W:0 D:1 
L:0 

Shaun Maloney’s 90th minute 
equaliser, after Rickie Lambert 
and Morgan Schneiderlin had can¬ 
celled out Gary Caldwell’s opener, 
prevented Saints from winning 
their only Premier League visit to 
Wigan, in February 2013. 

Luton Town: P:10 W:1 D:4 L:5 

Saints needed nine attempts 
before they won a First Division 
match at Kenilworth Road, a task 
made especially devilish between 
1985 and 1991 by a plastic pitch. 

The jinx was broken by a 4-3 win 
on January 12 1991 with Matt Le 
Tissier and Rod Wallace both scor¬ 
ing twice. 

Notts County: P:4 W:2 D:1 L:1 

Saints’ last top flight win at Mead¬ 
ow Lane, in May 1984, clinched 
runners-up spot in the old First 
Division - the club’s highest ever 
league finish. Steve Moran (2) and 
Dave Armstrong scored. 

Oxford United: P:3 W:0 D:1 L:2 

The U’s spent three seasons in 
the old First Division in the 1980s, 
but Saints never won at The Manor 
Ground. 

Portsmouth: P:3 W:0 D:1 L:2 

Saints, sadly, have never won a 
top flight game at Fratton Park. 
On their last outing there, in April 
2004, Harry Redknapp’s return 
ended with a 4-1 beating - Henri 
Camara replying. 


‘Monkey’ will 
be missed at 
AFC Totton 

from facing page 

“I played for Andover under Mick 
Catlin when Danny Bowers was Mick’s 
No2,” he recalled. 

“I then went with Danny and Dave 
Lewis to Follands and spent four 
seasons there when we had our highest 
finish of third in the Wessex League. 

“I had one season playing in the 
Southern League at Totton under Stu 
(Ritchie) and had just come back to this 
level. 

“It’s gutting to have to give it up 
because I’ve really been enjoying it. 

“Totton are starting to get good 
results and I was just getting back into 
it. 

“I think the team will go on and do 
really well now,” he predicted. “They’ve 
signed some players from Wimborne 
and I’d just got a good defensive 
partnership going with Pat Wilson. 

“The team’s clicked and I think 
they’ve got real possibilities for next 
season.” 

Hanging up his boots is going to take 
some getting used to for Roden, but he 
is determined not to be a stranger at 
Salisbury Road. 

“I’ll still turn up and watch Totton, 
especially when they’re at home,” he 
said. “I’ve met some really good friends 
through football.” 



James Roden in action for Folland 
Sports. 

Roden will be sorely missed by the 
Stags, but they fully understand his 
reasons for retiring. 

A club statement said: “It was an 
extremely difficult decision for Monkey 
to make but, after discussions with his 
family, he felt it was the only one he 
could make. 

“All at the club wish him the best of 
luck going forward and we hope to see 
him soon at the Testwood Stadium.” 

Manager Steve Hollick added: “Not 
only has Monkey been playing well, but 
to lose him out of the dressing room is 
a big blow. He’s the glue in the team 
that bonds everyone together. 

“But being a semi-pro player is 
difficult at times like this. He’s got to 
think about his family and future life.” 

• Turn to pages 26-31 inclusive for six 
pages of Wendy Gee’s non league news 
and views. 

• Turn to pages 32-33 to read about 
the non league success story that 
shows to sign of ending. 
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Star Trek & Steampunk Exhibitions 
Guest Talks - Autographs 
Star Photos - Meet our Daleks! 


Entry 
from just 


www.sfball.com 

£5 entrance is for exhibition hall, dealer stalls and autograph sessions. Guest talks will incur a further payment. 

Free entrance fee for children under 14 when accompanied by a paying adult. Maximum of two free children per adult. 
All guests appear subject to work commitments. A charge will be made for autographs. 

Images are used for promotional purposes only and are copyright of their original creators. 


Mud Island Garden Centre 
Tel: 01329 834407 
www.mudislandnurseries.co.uk 


HURRY NOW 


Pre-Season SALE must END 12th February 

20% off EVERYTHING 



Open 7 days a week, inc Bank Holidays 9am-5pm 
Southwick Road, Wickham, Hampshire P017 6JF 



BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 420 feedbacks 


Chedtatrade.cain 

'.VTmid ■mjjrjTOTi 



















































Saturday, February 6,2016 


DAILY ECHO 


19 


Electric Garage Doors 

Sale Offer 


Automatic Insulated Aluminium 
Fitted Roller Garage Door 


All our doors 
bespoke 
manufactured at 
our state-of-the art 
Bishop's Waltham 
Factory. 



ff 


• So simple to operate • Fully automatic 

• Simple key fob operation • Fully insulated 

• No maintenance • Reduced draughts 

• Space saving • Full range of colours 

info@skandoor.co.uk • www.skandoor.co.uk 


skandoor checka 


Proud members of 


Covering Hampshire and Wiltshire 


Where reputation matters 


Guernsey 

A world away in just 45 minutes! 



BOOK 

NOW 


Escape to Guernsey and get away from 
it all without the hassle of long haul... 



blueislands.com 


£FREE £FREE £FREE A WELCOME DIFFERENCE 


Terms and conditions apply. 


Dally Echo 


Diamond Short Breaks 


READER OFFER 

^^ DiaMonp 

HOLIDAYS 



13 May & 20 September 2016 
6 days from £459 
Price includes 

Private coach travel from your local area 

Five nights’ stay with three course evening meal 

& cooked breakfast 

Coach trip along the Malt Whisky Trail 

Visit to the Glenfiddich Distillery 

Journey on the Strathspey Steam Railway 

Journey on the West Highland Line from 

Fort William to Mallaig 

Journey on the Kyle Line from Inverness 

to Kyle of Lochalsh 

Services of our Tour Driver 


13 May & 20 September 2016 

6 days from £599 

A spectacular area of Scotland. 

Price includes 

Private coach travel from your local area 
Five nights’ stay with three course evening meal 
& cooked breakfast 

Railway journey from Glasgow to Thurso 
Railway journey from Golspie to Glasgow 
Full day excursion to Orkney 
Entrance to Dunrobin Castle 
Entrance to the Castle of Mey 
Services of our tour manager for 4 days 


13 May & 20 September 2016 
6 days from £549 
Price includes 

Private coach travel from your local area 

Five nights’ stay with three course evening meal 

& cooked breakfast 

Land Rover Safari 

Red Deer & Barn Owl Encounter 

Wildlife cruise on Loch Shiel, Lochalsh 

& Loch Linnhe 

Free time in Fort William 

Visit to the Isle of Skye 

Visit to the Kylerhea Otter Haven hide 

Visit to Glen Righ Forest 


15 July 2016 

5 days from £379 

Enjoy the magnificent scenery of Scotland. 

Price includes 

Private coach travel from your local area 
Four nights’ stay with three course evening meal 
& cooked breakfast 

Single journey on the SS Sir Walter Scott 
on Loch Katrine 

Single journey on the Jacobite Steam Train 
travelling from Fort William to Mallaig 
Cruise aboard the Paddle Steamer Waverley 
Visit to Callander 


A Superb Choice of 
Short Breaks! 


Call our Holiday Advisors here in the UK 

01858 438453 §°o de 


www.so.diamondhols.co.uk 

brochures@diamondhols.co.uk 

Operated by Diamond Holidays. Prices are per person & based on two people sharing. 
Single supplement applies. 
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Kelvin Davis is mobbed after his 
superb display at Leeds in 2012 



Kelvin Davis with his player of the 
year award for 2008/09. 



Kelvin Davis arrives at St Mary’s in 
the summer of 2006. 



Kelvin Davis collides with his new 
Saints colleague Charlie Austin at 


‘It’s a real opportunity for us all to celebrate.. bu 

Kelv recalls a real r 


Testimonial 
fine reward 
for loyalty 

IF there were ever to be a Saints 
theme park constructed, the Kelvin 
Davis Rollercoaster would be the 
central attraction. 

It would be the scariest, most fearsome ride 
in the whole place, writes PETER HOWARD. 

It would be filled with terrifying drops and 
stomach turning loop-the-loops. 

There would be moments when you’ll be 
plunged into complete darkness and sudden 
jolts when the whole thing threatens to come 
off its tracks completely. 

But you’ll be rewarded, eventually, with a 
sharp ascent that will delight and mesmerise 
in equal measure. 

You will be splattered by paint on the way up 
and you will swap an ageing carriage for an 
industrial strength one made in Switzerland. 

The Kelvin Davis Rollercoaster will burst 
magnificently from the darkness and skid to a 
halt right at the Fraser Forster Ferris Wheel, 
where you’ll be able to hop-off and be taken to 
new and unexpected heights. 

Kelvin Davis has seen it all at Saints: rel¬ 
egations, administrations, near liquidations, 
points deductions and ownership wrangles. 

He stuck with the club through financial cri¬ 
sis, player exoduses and near meltdown. 

But he has been rewarded handsomely for 
his loyalty. 

After hitting rock-bottom, there has, after 
the worrying lows, been some quite epic highs. 

A Johnstone’s Paint Trophy triumph was fol¬ 
lowed by back-to-back promotions and, finally, 
after all the lows, Saints returned to the Pre¬ 
mier League. 

Davis has been there every step of the way, 
from the dark times through to the Premier 
League era. 

It has been ten years since the now 39-year- 
old stepped foot in St Mary’s, swapping Sun¬ 
derland for the south coast in a £2m deal when 
Saints were looking to haul themselves back 
into the Premier League after relegation in 
2004/05. 

The veteran is now the goalkeeper with the 
most appearances for Saints in the post-war 
era and has been rewarded with a testimonial 
on May 17. 

“It’s been a fantastic ride, a fantastic roller¬ 
coaster, and obviously we’ve seen some things 
over our time here,” Davis said. “I’m sure 
the club are now on such a strong footing it’s 
about pushing on for the future of the club 
and making sure we keep growing, for our 
children now to watch Southampton in the 
Premier League for a long, long time.” 

Davis’ Saints career has spanned ten years, 
but this testimonial will not concentrate on 
the darker days - financial woe and relega¬ 
tions - but instead remember the back-to-back 
promotions. 

It will be celebration for fans and players 
that helped Saints from League One to the 



Championship and into the Premier League to 
come together to remember those days, with 
Ronald Koeman’s first-team lining up against 
the ‘Promotions Eleven’. 

It’ll not only be a chance to celebrate Kelvin’s 
career; it’ll be like a belated promotion party 
and that’s what the man himself wants. 

“Obviously I’m extremely proud and privi¬ 
leged to be in that position now, or to have that 
opportunity now,” Davis said about his testi¬ 
monial. 

“The thought of being here for ten years, it 
all feels very real now, and certainly what’s 
happened here I see it as a real opportunity for 
us all to celebrate what’s happened. 

“I find it very difficult because it’s about me 
and I don’t particularly feel comfortable about 
that. I’d prefer for everyone to see it as an op¬ 
portunity to celebrate, not only what I’ve done 


in my time here, but the lads that 
I’m inviting back. 

“To have them be involved in a 
game at St Mary’s against the cur¬ 
rent squad, is an opportunity for 
the fans to pay them a little bit of 
respect as well and for those guys to 
come back and show their apprecia¬ 
tion for what the club and support¬ 
ers have done for their careers. 

“I’m hoping that it’s just going to 
be am enjoyable event for everyone 
and an opportunity for us all to cel¬ 
ebrate what’s happened in the last 
ten years for me.” 

Now very much a club legend, and 
by far the most senior player figure 
at the club, as well as a huge charac¬ 
ter in the dressing room, Davis has 
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The one and only: Kelvin 
Davis on his own at a Saints 
photo call. Below - with Rickie 
Lambert and the FA Cup in 
February 2010. 


Irk Shirley, Southampton 


t Mary’s. 

ireed in this age where 
y last a season and play- 
d constantly 
ist of time through eight 
magers, from George 
iught him to the club, to 
l. That isn’t to mention 
lanagers in that period 

it Davis to Saints after 
rous season in the Pre- 
l which Sunderland fin- 
Lth a paltry 15 points and 

3d. 

came just after Rupert 
ped down as chairman 
I had come into place, 
r as many games as I can 


for Southampton and keep as many clean 
sheets as I can to win as many games as we 
can. It’s a new start for me, a new challenge. 
This is a Premier League club,” said Davis 
on his arrival. “If we get momentum going 
there’s no reason why we cannot go up.” 

Davis’ competitive debut came that August 
in a 2-2 draw at Derby, the same team that 
would eventually break Saints’ hearts to 
deny them promotion in an agonising play¬ 
off semi-final penalty shootout. 

His first clean sheet came in the second 
game of that season in a 2-0 win over Cov¬ 
entry. 

With the defence of Alexander Ostlund, 
Pele, Chris Baird and Gareth Bale, who 
scored a cracking free-kick in that match, in 
front of him, Davis was really up and run¬ 
ning. 


After kicking out at Stoke City’s Jon 
Parkin, Davis was banned for three 
games in March 2007. 

“It is a big blow to have Kelvin sus¬ 
pended as he was outstanding against 
Cardiff on Tuesday,” said manager 
George Burley at the time. 

Bartosz Bialkowski took his place be¬ 
tween the sticks and Davis didn’t win 
his place back until play-off semi-final 
second leg, when Saints went to Derby 
2-1 down. 

Despite his best efforts, a penalty 
shoot-out ended any dreams of a return 
to football’s elite. 

The so called dark days ensued after 
that and, with the club’s best players 
- including Bale - sold off a drab 20th 
place finish in the Championship in 


in the first season,” he said. 

“Certainly I felt the ten point de¬ 
duction would be gone in three-and- 
a-half games and we’d be up and 
amongst it. 

“I didn’t realise how challenging 
that would be. The foundations that 
were set that season are what has 
put us here today 

“Even the times - the communi¬ 
cation I had -1 felt we were always 
going to be successful. Did I feel 
we were going to be as successful? 
Probably not, but certainly as time 
went by and you’re looking around 
the dressing room, you see the qual¬ 
ity we have had, you could only see¬ 
ing it go one way” 

The rest is history as Saints won 
the JPT in 2009/10 under Alan 
Pardew, then won back-to-back pro¬ 
motions under Nigel Adkins. 

Davis was a integral figure in that 
rise, but is now at the club as for his 
seniority and presence in the dress¬ 
ing room more that what he can do 
on the pitch. 

So what’s next for Davis, whose 
current contract expires this sum¬ 
mer? 

“If we’re realistic, the opportu¬ 
nities for game time is very slight 


2007/08 was all the club could mus¬ 
ter as the club teetered on the edge 
of the abyss. 

The next season, Saints were rele¬ 
gated to League One and Davis - the 
club’s player of the year in 2008/09 - 
U-turned away from a move to West 
Ham at the last minute. 

Saints were in administration 
and, just as Davis was about to sign 
at the Boleyn Ground, Markus Lieb- 
herr bought Saints. 

Davis then signed a three-year 
contract at Saints, and things were 
finally looking up. 

The vision was to get back to the 
Premier League,” he recalled. 

“I certainly felt getting out of 
League One -1 felt like we’d do that 


now. I’ve felt that for the last couple 
of seasons,” he said. “Even when 
we’re promoted to the Premier 
League I said that my soul purpose 
was to support the club and when 
called upon do the best I can. 

“I like to feel that’s what I’ve al¬ 
ways done. 

“As for the future at the end of the 
season, I’m still feeling fit. But the 
club has been fantastic with me. 

“I’ve had many communications 
with the club that started two, 
three, maybe longer months ago 
about what they had planned here 
for me and what opportunities 
might be here in a non-playing role. 

“Those meetings are going very 
well.” 

He added: “That’s the bottom-line, 
do I feel that I’m ready to stop put¬ 
ting the gloves on and playing the 
sport I love. 

“And whilst I can still do that, it 
makes it a very tough decision. Hav¬ 
ing said that, I’m sure everybody 
knows how I feel about this club 
and how I feel I can still support the 
club from a different angle. 

“In ten years who knows what I’ll 
be doing and time will tell, but at 
the moment I’m very happy with 
the communication with the club 
and also be happy to be still physi¬ 
cally fit and training with the lads.” 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£22,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
■ prizes of £15 each week 

I 1 nCalBSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

v I I || II I miQC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

IS T I 1 II II I • 10 for Dorset Echo 

II I f V V V Dnzfi.1. ^ 10 for Sunday Independent 

/ i fl 10 for Brighton Argus 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of €15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-dear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 


RESULTS 



CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 

Thursday 

9am, 

11 February 
2016 

Names of 
winners will be 
published on 

Saturday, 

13 February 
or Sunday 

14 February 
2016 


Winners Competition number S04 


JACKPOTWINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
H Sansom, Dorset 

who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


P Attwood Micheldever, Hants 

S Goddard 

Hedge End, Hants 

J Blakely 

Southampton, Hants 

D Goulding 

Southampton, Hants 

G Brewer 

Winchester, Hants 

DHindle 

Southampton, Hants 

M Brooke 

Hedge End, Hants 

M Hollins 

Southampton, Hants 

J Burt 

Hythe, Hants 

S Oldfield 

Winchester, Hants 

D Collett 

Southampton, Hants 

L Paddock 

Southampton, Hants 

C Cooper 

Hedge End, Hants 

J Self 

Southampton, Hants 

D Fisher 

Eastleigh, hants 

S Trotter 

Southampton, Hants 

J Franklin 

Southampton, Hants 

M Williams 

Warsash, Hants 

R Frost 

Lee On The Solent, Han 

WWilliams 

Southampton, Hants 

Rules 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho. 
co.uk/promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque 
your prize money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 




CASH 


PRIZE 


SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


□ 


125 I 
CROSSES I 


_ EVERY 
e2 | WEEK 


POSTCODE _ 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE _ 

I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 


S05 


L On 

□ 


On what day(s) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 

MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI 


Do you have the paper 
home delivered? 

□ SAT □ YES □ NO 



200 

□ 

CROSSES 


325 1 

□ 

crossesI 

□ 

450 | 

crosses! 


Please complete 
entry form and 
send to: 

FTB 

Newspaper 
House, 
Test Lane, 
Southampton 
SOI 6 9JX 
Cheques payable 
to newsquest 


Daily Echo _I 


Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

t,tle n mr n mrs n miss n ms 

FIRST NAME 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 
FIND THE BALL 
collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines tor branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 

Bournemouth Echo 
12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
l2noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Ctosng into Monday 

Deadlines tor selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 

Bournemouth Echo 
dosing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 

A fet of partidpedng 
newsagents w* be 
pubfched in the Echos 
on the test Saturday ot 
cadi north 


6 February, 2016 Please cross box 
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Itchen left fighting on just one front... 



Itchen’s Jack Burrows scores from the spot, above, while Jake Hoole is in 
action, below. 


IT’S the English Colleges AOC 
Cup or nothing for Itchen after 
Friday’s 3-1 defeat by Brocken- 
hurst at Middle Road. 

With the match doubling up as a 
Peter Munro Cup second round tie 
and, because of the fixture back¬ 
log, league points as well, Itchen’s 
prospects of silverware this sea¬ 
son will hinge on their continued 
success at national level. 

They progressed to the quarter¬ 
finals of the AOC Cup with an 
easy 5-1 win over West London 
based St Charles College and now 
await the last eight draw, writes 
Mike Vimpany. 

On the assumption the draw is 
regionalised, Itchen can expect to 
be paired against either Barnet & 
Southgate, Birmingham Met or 
Hartbury, from Gloucestershire. 

Wasted chances 

A brace of goals by Jack Bur¬ 
rows and Jake Dellimare-Willis - 
after Liam Attrill had scored first 
- gave Itchen their win - the mar¬ 
gin being all the more creditable 
considering that James Taylor 
has half his first choice players 
missing! 

That wasn’t the case against 
Brockenhurst - Itchen being more 
or less back to full strength. 

But wasted chances - and there 
were a lot of them - coupled with 
the goalkeeping heroics of Brock’s 
Billy Holman dictated the course 
of a match which was a credit to 
colleges soccer. 

It underlined how good local col¬ 
leges football can be when players 
behave themselves and concen- 



rate on their skills. 

It was a cracking game from 
start to finish, the greasy surface 
perfect for the occasion. 

Brock, to their credit, rose to 
the occasion - none more so than 
two-goal Harry McGrath, whose 
strikes teed up a semi-final visit to 


Peter Symonds at Bereweeke Av¬ 
enue next Wednesday afternoon. 

Harvey Slade snared the other 
Brock goal on the wstroke of half¬ 
time, while Holman produced a 
string of fine saves - notably in the 
first half - when Itchen ought to 
have had far more than Burrows’ 
equalising goal to show for their 
efforts. 

Monopoly 

So, it’s Peter Symonds or Brock¬ 
enhurst against Farnborough 
next month’s Peter Munro Cup 
final. 

And odds-on Peter Symonds to 
end Itchen’s seven-year monop¬ 
oly of the Hampshire Colleges 
League. 

• Mike Vimpany’s Hampshire 
Colleges spotlight appears in the 
Sports Pink every weekend. 


Symonds stay top as 
Barton pay for misses 


LEADERS Peter Symonds tight¬ 
ened their grip on the Hamp¬ 
shire Colleges leadership race 
with a 3-1 win over Barton Pe- 
veril. 

But, for the Eastleigh visitors, it was 
a case of what might have been, writes 
Mike Vimpany. 

“We hit the woodwork three times in 
the first half, twice before Symonds had 
scored,” sighed coach Luke Hampton. 

That profligacy cost BP dear as Joel 
Drew rammed Symonds ahead from the 
penalty spot. 

Set-piece strikes by Ray Richardson 
and Callum Doyle put PSC 3-0 up before 
Matt Bainbridge reduced the deficit af¬ 
ter the break. 

Having completed the double over 
Itchen, PSC’s main up-coming hurdle is 
the scheduled February 24 visit to Farn¬ 
borough. 

PSC have already lost at Farnbor¬ 
ough in the ESFA Colleges Trophy this 
season and Alan Reed’s side will want 
to score some physiological points for 
what could be a Peter Munro Cup final 
rehearsal. 

Farnborough’s lust for goals - they 
have racked up 52 so far - continued with 
a 5-0 mauling of Sparsholt, with Louie 


Dylan 
Gain 

Paget, 

Ryan McCartney, Sam Pedersen, and 
Ryan Davey on target. 

Andover got off the mark with a 4-1 
win over Queen Mary’s, Basingstoke. 

The outcome of the B Division cham¬ 
pionship is going to all come down to 
Richard Tauntons’ visit to Poole Gram¬ 
mar next Wednesday. 

If RTC win, it’s all over bar the shout¬ 
ing - but if Poole inflict a defeat, it 
might just get interesting. 

Poole have won both their matches 


this term - 3-0 v Bournemouth and 5-1 
against St Vincent - while Tauntons 
halted a stutter with a 4-1 victory over 
Chichester. 

The first 20 minutes at Hill Lane were 
tight before Freddie Molyneux put RTC 
ahead with a sweet volley - his first goal 
for the college. 

RTC soon doubled their lead as Elliot 
Mitchell Lee was chopped down in the 
box to give Tauntons a penalty that Dy¬ 
lan Gain dispatched. 

Chichester cut the gap with a dis¬ 
puted strike, and the second half was 
a one-sided affair with poor Tauntons 
finishing preventing it from becoming 
a whitewash. 

RTC got a third with a header from top 
marksman Shay Hollingsworth after 
some excellent work by Meelad Aslami. 

Tauntons fourth goal came in a un¬ 
likely form of sub right-back Julius 
Lucky 

Portsmouth nailed Alton 9-2 in the 
other match. 

Symonds just have their noses ahead 
of Itchen in the second team league, but 
their goal difference got a boost with a 
10-0 mauling of Bournemouth. 

Max Kirwan (3), Tom Steggall (2), 
Adam Price (2), Dan Hoff, Jamie How¬ 
ells and Pete Thatcher netted. 




ITCHEN Girls are within sight of 
emulating their English Colleges 
Women’s Under-19 Cup triumphs 
of the past two seasons. 

Victories against Brockenhurst 
(13-0), Exeter (4-0) and the John 
Madejski Academy (3-2) has put 
them through to the semi-finals. 
Assuming the draw is made on 
a geographical basis, Itchen will 
play Long Road College, from 
Cambridge, either home or away 
in the semi-finals. 

Scarborough are already through, 
with 2015 beaten finalists 
Wyke (Hull) and Accrington & 
Rossendale completing for the 
other place. 


They had to overcome wet 
conditions at Test Park to beat 
Exeter - first half strikes by Beth 
Norman, Payton Howard and 
Bryony Morrell putting Itchen 3-0 
up at half-time. 

Georgina Axton added a fourth in 
the second half. 

Itchen fell behind to the Madejski 
Academy, but a 30-yard screamer 
from Georgina Axton enabled 
them to turn round on level par at 
half-time. 

In the second half, Emily Osborne 
put Itchen in front before a volley 
from Beth Norman sealed it. The 
Reading girls narrowed the gap 
with a second goal late on. 
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OUR COLLECTION BOXES 

For your convenience our FIND THE BALL collection boxes are at the 
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when using these boxes.The deadline for these boxes is lOin, TUESDAY. 


SOUTHAMPTON NORTH 

McCOLLS 
19 Fleming Avenue 
North Baddesley 

CO-OP 

Nursling Street, Southampton 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENT PLC 
14-15 Lordshill Centre 


NEWSMASTER 

The Broadway, Portswood 

Southampton 


BITTERNE GREETINGS 
415 Bitterne Road 
Bitterne Southampton 

CO-OP 

141 South East road 
Sholing, Southampton 

HIGH FIRS STORES 
300 Bursledon Road 
Sholing, Southampton 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENT PLC 
11 Victoria Road 
Woolston, Southampton 

RICHARD & USA’s 
32 Queens View, Netley Abbey 


WILTON NEWS 
66 Wilton Road 
Shirley, Southampton 

BHAV CONVENIENCE 
St James Road 
Shirley 

SHAY0NA 
36 Windrush Road 
Millbrook, Southampton 

HIGH STREET NEWS + PHOTOS 
11a Shirley High Street, Southampton 


EASTLEIGH & CHANDLERS FORD 


ONE STOP 

361 Winchester Road, Southampton 

ONE STOP 

Portsmouth Road, Lowford 

CO-OP 

Falkland Road 

Chandlers Ford 

HIGHFIELD NEWS 

CO-OP 

Portsmouth Road, Sholing. 

S & E ANDERSON LTD 

54 Highfield Lane, Southampton 

83 Hiltingbury Road, 

Chandlers Ford 

CO-OP 

109 Bassett Green Road 

Swaythling 

SOUTHAMPTON CENTRAL 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENTS PLC 
la Market Street, 

Eastleigh 

ASDA 

49-57 High Street, West End 

ISAAC NEWSAGENTS 

37 Queens Way, Southampton 

BOYATT NEWS 

Shakespeare Road 

Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh 

S.N.A. 

1 The Broadway 

Witts Hill, Midanbury 

FORBUOYS 

53 Bedford Place, Southampton 

WHALESMEAD P.0 

166 Fair Oak Road, Eastleigh 


SWEETMARKET 

BEST ONE 

ARROW NEWS 
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52 Hamilton Road, Bishopstoke 

Townhill Park, Southampton 


SANDY NEWS 

54 Sandy Lane, Fair Oak 

ALDERMOOR CONVENIENCE 

237a Aldermoor road 

R0MSEY 

NEWSMARKET 

L0RDSW00D 

CO-OP 
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13 Seymour Parade 

N. Baddesley 

HEDGE END & B0TLEY 

T0TT0NAND CALM0RE 

MARTINS 
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St Johns Centre 

HARVEYS 

1 Main Road 

Hounsdown 

NICWAT 
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Upper Northan Road 

CO-OP 
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Testwood, Totton 

21a Market Place, Romsey 

DIBDEN PURLIEU NEWS 

Beaulieu Road, Hythe 

TESCO EXPRESS 
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SOUTHAMPTON WEST 

6 Fairview Parade, Hythe 

THOMPSONS 

CO-OP 
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163 Long Lane, Holbury 

5 Longstoke Crescent 

Totton 

Millbrook, Southampton 

MARCHWOOD NEWS 

CO-OP 

The Forge, Main Road, 

Marchwood. 


GOLDSMITHS 

39 Irving Road 

41 Rumbridge Street 

Maybush, Southampton 

CO-OP 

Totton 

LONDIS 

Marchwood Village Centre 


88-90 Oakley Road 

BLACKFIELD NEWSAGENTS 


Shirley, Southampton 

163 Hampton Lane, Blackfield 

SOUTHAMPTON EAST 

H & M NEWS MARKET 

FIRST CLASS CONVENIENCE 


109 Shirley High Street 

Netley View Post Office, 

BOB & PAULA’S 

35 Valentine Avenue 

Shirley, Southampton 

Fawley Road, Hythe 

Sholing, Southampton 

CITY NEWS 

FAWLEY NEWS 


Park Street, Shirley, Southampton. 

The Square, Fawley 

NEWSMARKET 

15 Thornhill Park Road 

PATELS 


Southampton 

54 Romsey Road, Shirley 

WINCHESTER 

SHOLING NEWS 

TWYFORD NEWS 

SOUTHERN DAILY ECHO/ 

75-77 Sholing Road 

33-35 Twyford Avenue 

HAMPSHIRE CHRONICLE 

Sholing, Southampton 

Shirley, Southampton 

5 Upper Brook Street, Winchester 
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>orough He 

Luzborough House, Luzborough Lane, Romsey, Hampshire S051 9AA 
01794 523816 

Luzborough.romsey@greeneking.co.uk 

What’s on at the Luzborough this.Winter/Spring 



ik hols, mothersTda“ 


■ Mondays 

£2.50 Pint Real ales 
Pudding club all day* 

Kids Eat free 3pm-5.30pm* 

Tuesdays 

Rock and roll bingo from 8.30pm 
Pudding club all day* 

Kids Eat free 3pm-5.30pm* 

Wednesdays 


Thursdays 

Kids Eat free 3pm-5.30pm* 

Fridays 

2 Glasses of Prosecco £5 

Saturdays 

Book your night out here 
Birthdays and anniversaries 

Sundays 

Fabulous roasts from £9.79 


DJ JiQMIQHUBIItl 


Electric Garage Doors 



Sale Offer 


Automatic Insulated Aluminium 
Fitted Roller Garage Door 


All our doors 
bespoke 
manufactured at 
our state-of-the art 
Bishop's Waltham 
Factory. 


• So simple to operate • Fully automatic 

• Simple key fob operation • Fully insulated 

• No maintenance • Reduced draughts 

• Space saving • Full range of colours 


info@skandoor.co.uk • www.skandoor.co.uk 

Proud members of 

Skandoor Checka 

Covering Hampshire and Wiltshire Where reputation matters 



Mud Island Garden Centre 
Tel: 01329 834407 
www.mudislandnurseries.co.uk 


HURRY NOW 

Pre-Season SALE must END 12th February 

20% off EVERYTHING 


Open 7 days a week, inc Bank Holidays 9am-5pm 
Southwick Road, Wickham, Hampshire P017 6JF 




NOW OPEN IN SOUTHAMPTO 
10PM TO 5 AM 


HALF PRICE ENTRY B4 MID-NIGHT WITH THIS ADVERT 
3 FOR £10 ON SELECTED DRINKS 

DANCERS WANTED 

PORTSMOUTH 1! 1-3 SURREY STREET PD11JT M DAYS R WEEK FROM tBPK 111 5RH 
SOUTHAMPTON flm RSQVE BRR STREET 5U14 TBW II WEO- SUN U FROM 10PM 
BOURNEMOUTH n 15U OLD CHRlSTCHUflCW RB BHi 1NU //TUI - 5RT !! FROM BPM 

WIGGLECLUB.COM 

FOR EXCLUSIVE OFFERS FOLLOW OUR SOCIAL FAGES El □ HI 0 0 H E3 
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COACH & HORSES 


1 



WINTER OFFERS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Monday 5 to 8.30pm Pie or Sausage night £7.50 
Tuesday night Quiz from 8.30pm 

Tuesday Early Bird Deal 5 to 7pm 20% off your main course (T&Cs apply) 
Wednesdays Steak Night 2 80z rumps with our usual trimmings £18 
Thursdays kids eat free (1 kid meal free per main course purchased) 
Fizzy Friday start the weekend in style bottle of prosecco £12.95 
Sunday Roast £9.95 
Monday to Friday 12 to 3pm - 
2 main courses for £10 from our selected menu 
Live Music every other Friday 
Fosters £2.95 a pint 

Follow all the sports action here on BT Sports & Sky Sports large screen 
Coach & horses, 11 Southampton Road, Cadnam, SO40 2NF. 

Tel: 02380 813120 

Follow us on Facebookfor more offers 



Also a Games Workshop and Hornby/Scalextic spares 


centre Radio Control Range Now Available 



\ Vouchers/ 


7/9 High Street, Eastleigh SO50 5LB 
www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk 
www.acmodelsspares.co.uk 

02380 610100 


OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK 9am-5pm 

Both shops closed on Wednesday & Sunday 



GflllflGHERMOBliimJimn] 


‘Caring for you’ 


reclining 


Call JNUW 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 


www.disabIedaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 


or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


£49 

for a limited time only, 
available until 20.03.16 


Verms antkpnditions apply 



Includes a voucher 

for 25% off 
at Pets at Home 


For more information visit vets4pets.com or companioncare.co.uk 


Putting your pet first 


Home Choose Carpets 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING * FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
& dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


COWifTE 

bamroornp ,o 

■ - O 

ErtaJfU&k&cL 2007 



Tel: 02380 663113 


Come in & visit our showroom: 
5C Rumbridge Street, Totton 
Southampton, Hampshire, 
SO40 9DQ 

www.completebathroomsonline.co.uk 

zoe.burnett@completebathroomsonline.co.uk 


EXTRA -WIDE FITTING 
FOOTWEAR SPECIALISTS 



Now £49.99 
Was £75.00 



Now £49.99 
Was £75.00 


rieker 

Van Dal 


off 

your second pair 
with this voucher 
until 28th Feb 


£5 



STEPHAN SHOES 

184, Portswood Rd 

(next to Sainsburys Superstore) 

Now £45 00 Southampton, S017 2NJ 

Was £85.00 Tel: 02380 554437 




Now £45.00 
Was £75.00 



Now 35.00 
Was £70.00 



Now £49.99 
Was £75.00 



Now £49.99 
Was £85.00 
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MikeGosne presented with an 
award by Lawrie McMenemy. 


Saints legend Lawrie helps ‘wizard of Goz’ celebrate Stags record 


THERE is nothing like a visit from 
an FA Cup winner and local hero to 
make an occasion feel special. 

And it was mission accomplished 
at AFC Totton last week when Saints 
legend Lawrie McMenemy honoured 
the Stags’ new all-time record appear¬ 
ance maker Mike Gosney 
Having equalled Mark Osman’s re¬ 
cord the previous week, Gosney went 
one better last Saturday when he fea¬ 
tured in the 2-2 draw against Evesham 
in the Southern One South & West - 


his 387th game in Totton blue. 

Players and club officials formed a 
guard of honour and McMenemy pre¬ 
sented him with an engraved silver 
salver before kick-off at the Testwood 
Stadium. 

Having joined the Stags as a 16-year- 
old from Winchester City Reserves in 
2005, Gosney has been entwined with 
all the Stags’ best moments of the last 
decade. 

He is the last remaining member of 
Totton’s FA Vase final side that graced 


the new Wembley in 2007 and was a 
key cog in the 2010/11 Southern One 
South & West title-winning squad. 

Gosney trialled with the likes of 
Millwall, Wycombe and Reading and, 
after the briefest of stints with East¬ 
leigh, he climbed the pyramid with 
Gosport having scored more than 150 
goals in 300-plus Stags appearances. 

But Totton always held a special 
place in Gosney’s heart and, after a 
spell back on loan during the 2014/15 
season, the fans’ favourite returned 


on a permanent basis last summer. 

Such loyalty is rare in the modern 
game and Hollick believes Totton are 
lucky to have had such long-serving 
players as Osman, Gosney and Nath¬ 
aniel Sherborne. “It’s a loyalty that’s 
often lost nowadays,” he said. “Per¬ 
sonalities like Osey, Gos and Sherbs 
are worth their weight in gold.” 

Osman tweeted: “Congrats to the 
Wizard of Goz, some achievement 
that! Set it in stone&get it to 500! tar¬ 
gets #doable #classof2007” 


Oilers boss delighted to see 
striker thriving at new club 



Knight‘going on 
to bigger things’ 
at AFC Totton 

FAWLEY AFC boss Richie 
Coxall is pleased to see Oil¬ 
ers frontman Dylan Knight 
making the grade at AFC Tot¬ 
ton. 

Having trained with the Stags dur¬ 
ing the summer, Knight returned to 
Fawley for the start of the season, 
unable to force his way into the side. 

But Totton boss Steve Hollick and 
his coaching staff continued to moni¬ 
tor the young man’s progress and 
their decision to bring him back into 
the fold has coincided with an im¬ 
proved run of results in the Southern 
One South & West. 

Although Knight’s presence has 
naturally been missed at Fawley, 
manager Coxall did not want to hold 
him back. 

“I’m delighted, really pleased, to 
see Dylan doing so well at Totton,” he 
said. “I’m a big advocate of players 
going on to bigger and better things 
and he’s gone there with our bless¬ 
ing.” 

Totton’s head coach Lee Burch re¬ 
cently praised Hollick for making the 
“big call” of taking Knight back to 
the Testwood Stadium. 

He said: “Dylan’s strong, he’s hun¬ 
gry and he doesn’t give teams a sec¬ 
ond’s peace at the back. He’s got a 
real good attitude towards training 
and playing. 

“He doesn’t tend to make it through 
the whole 90 minutes because he 
works so hard for 70, but that means 
we can bring on someone else who 
needs the 20 minutes. 

“His workrate is infectious. 

“When your forwards are working 
that hard, it makes everyone behind 
them want to do it. 

“Dylan did all of pre-season with 
us, so he knew the way we wanted 
him to play. 

“He’s fitted straight into the team 
like he’s never been away” 

Coxall agreed: “Dylan’s a big lad 
with good strength and stature and 


lots of potential. It was a case of 
turning that potential into perfor¬ 
mances.” 

Fawley have found an ideal replace¬ 
ment for Knight in the shape of Dan 
Fry, signed from Hythe & Dibden. 

Since arriving at Long Lane in Oc¬ 
tober, he has banged in ten goals in as 
many games. 

Two other attacking players, Na¬ 


than Gray and Ryan Kelly, has joined 
the Oilers from Follands, while new¬ 
ly-acquired university student Dease 
Kerrison has filled in capably in goal 
while Michael Edgar gets over a neck 
injury 

Fawley have also welcomed Sam 
Longman back into the fold, the full¬ 
back having returned from working 
up north. “He’s not yet 100 per cent 


fit, but it’s good to have him back,” 
said the boss. 

Having waited since October 24 for 
their last Sydenhams Premier win, 
Fawley were relieved to come away 
from last Saturday’s basement bat¬ 
tle away at Folland with a 5-2 victory 
courtesy of Fry (penalty), Ben Bol¬ 
ton, substitute Charlie Willett and 
two-goal Elliot Earl. 


Semis for 
senior cup 

COUNCIL member William 
Beaney and Team Solent 
player Ellis White made the 
draw for the semi-finals of 
the Southampton Senior Cup. 

Team Solent, the holders, 
will host face either 
Brockenhurst or Hamble Club 
at Sholing FC (Wednesday, 
March 23) - but only if they 
get past Lymington Town at 
the quarter-final stage. 

Netley Central Sports, 
already into the last four, will 
play their semi-final at AFC 
Totton’s Testwood Stadium 
(Wednesday, March 2) 
against the winners of the 
Romsey Town v Blackfield 
and Langley tie. 

• NEWPORT loW 
comfortably progressed to 
the loW Gold Cup semi-final 
on Tuesday, beating Island 
League neighbours, Oakfield 
5-0 at St George’s Park. 

Port already led 2-0 
through Connor Kelly and 
Jimmi Burton when Oakfield’s 
Keiron Ford was shown a 
second yellow card. 

Darren Powell quickly 
made it 3-0 and goals by Tom 
Mclnnes and Burton finished 
the job in the second half. 

Cup venue 
change 

SALISBURY’S Sydenham’s 
Wessex League Cup third 
round tie against Amesbury 
Town has switched venues. 

The sides were originally 
drawn to play at Amesbury’s 
Bonnymead Park HQ. 

Yet, after one 
postponement before 
Christmas and the weather 
forecast showing more rain 
next week, the Blues have 
agreed to play at Salisbury’s 
Raymond McEnhill Stadium. 

The all-Wiltshire clash, 
which has been sanctioned 
by league officials, will take 
place next Wednesday 
(February 10, 7.45pm) with 
the winners away to Team 
Solent in the quarter-finals on 
Monday, February 29. 

Sydenhams Wessex League 
Cup quarter-final draw: Newport 
(IOW) v Sholing, Romsey Town 
or Totton & Eling v Brockenhurst, 
Moneyfields or Portland Utd v 
Bemerton Heath Harlequins, 

Team Solent v Amesbury Town or 
Salisbury. 
















Saturday, February 6,2016 


DAILY ECHO 


27 


Non league FOOTBAL 




‘Good relationships’ struck up with fans of teams across Britain 


SINCE forming in July 2014, AFC 
Totton’s supporters’ group, The Stags 
Voice, have been trying to forge links 
with other clubs’ supporters and the 
clubs themselves. 

“We had some success in agreeing 
the trip to Berwick Rangers and we 
also have an open invitation from 


Merthyr Town, who were promoted 
last season, to return to Wales and 
hopefully establish some links be¬ 
tween the clubs,” explained TSV 
chairman Adi Rose. 

“We have had meetings at our 
games this season with supporters of 
Bridgwater, Cinderford, Taunton and 


Wimborne. There is also contact with 
other clubs such as Farsley Celtic 
but, due to the distance between the 
clubs, it’s been difficult, but we are 
certainly plugging away to see what 
can be done. 

“The links we have been hoping to 
establish are, first and foremost, to 


promote the name of AFC Totton,” 
Adi added. 

“While doing that, we have made 
good relationships with other clubs 
and their fans. 

“It leaves a nice ‘after-taste’ so peo¬ 
ple will always speak highly of AFC 
Totton and its supporters.” 


Stags are back on their feet 
and using their Voice loudly 


Supporters group 
create a new buzz 
around the club 

WITH an average home gate 
of 264, AFC Totton are almost 
neck and neck with Banbury 
United as the best supported 
club in the Evo-Stik Southern 
One South & West. 

But their supporters group, The 
Stags Voice, believe that with the 
club back on the up again, there is 
plenty of scope for improvement, 
writes Wendy Gee. 

Not only have they been scour¬ 
ing the UK to forge links with clubs 
and spread the name of AFC Totton 
further afield, they are actively pro¬ 
moting the Stags right on their own 
doorstep. 

With over 3,000 leaflets delivered 
to local properties over the season, 
they reckon they have reached out 
to roughly ten per cent of the town’s 
population. 

They regularly display flyers 
around the town as part of an agree¬ 
ment with local businesses and are 
constantly promoting the Stags 
through Facebook, Twitter and Ins- 
tagram. 

Plans are afoot to get StagsLive 
Radio back up and running for the 
2016/17 season and they are even ex¬ 
ploring links with a local charity. 

“Anything and everything we do is 
designed to create exposure for the 
club and bring in more support,” 
explained Stags Voice chairman Adi 
Rose. 

Daft 

“People may think we’re daft, but 
attracting supporters of all ages is 
about trying to create a buzz around 
the club and a friendly environment 
where all newcomers are welcomed. 

“The bigger the buzz created, the 
more attractive it should seem to 
floating supporters.” 

Rose acknowledges that, to a certain 
degree, Totton have been overshad¬ 
owed by nearby Eastleigh’s success. 

That, coupled with the finan¬ 
cial troubles the Stags have fought 
through, has cost them some of those 
“floating” fans. 

But Totton have put those dark 
days behind them and Rose insisted: 



JM&ndS I 


Adi Rose, chairman of The Stags Voice (pictured right), swaps scarves with a supporter of Taunton Town 


“This club is capable of competing 
in the Southern Premier and has a 
long-term aspiration of becoming a 
Conference South club - something 
which is no doubt within our limits, 
so it was great to hear (manager) 
Steve Hollick share that sentiment 
about two weeks ago. 

“We’re hoping people will see that 
Totton is a club committed to push¬ 
ing itself forward with its ambition, 
shown most recently by the signing 
of Mark Gamble and the fantastic 
sponsorship chairman Andy Straker 
has drawn in. 

“With Joe Maxwell’s AFC Totton 
In The Community, we have a great 
starting place to involve youngsters 


at the club. 

“Joe has undertaken a five-year pro¬ 
ject, by the end of which he hopes to 
have a professional set-up compris¬ 
ing teams from under-8s right the 
way through to under-15s. 

“This is a great platform to the AFC 
Totton first-team or indeed to a pro¬ 
fessional club with an academy of its 
own. 

“Our hope is that people locally can 
see what a lovely club there is here. 

“It’s been a difficult few years but, 
under the guidance of Andy Straker, 
we are now starting to look up rather 
than over our shoulder. 

“Full credit must go to the chair¬ 
man and his committee for putting 


those foundations in place for the 
manager and the players to build 
on, which they’ve done fantastically 
well. 

“We hope we can finish in the top- 
ten this season with a view to kick¬ 
ing on and challenging for a play-off 
spot next season. So now is as good 
a time as any for people to pop down 
and get involved with their local foot¬ 
ball club. It’s their town and their 
team.” 

The next supporters’ meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 13 
(7.30pm) and anyone is welcome to 
pop along and get involved. Alter¬ 
natively follow them on Twitter @ 
StagsVoice. 



Home not 
so sweet 

FAREHAM Town’s long wait 
for a home game continues. 
But Steve Stone’s side at 
least managed to get some 
action - plus three precious 
points - under their belts last 
weekend. 

After a gap of 42 days 
without playing, they finally 
felt some grass under their 
feet in a 2-1 Sydenhams 
Premier win at Bemerton. 

Skipper Luke Heard came 
the closest to making a first- 
half breakthrough when he 
bundled the ball home but 
had the ‘goal’ ruled out for a 
foul on Heath keeper Max 
Frampton. 

But with seven second-half 
minutes gone, Town, who had 
last played on December 19 
away at Sholing, managed to 
get their noses in front when 
Ash Tattersall burst through 
and blasted into the bottom 
corner. 

A brilliant block by Liam 
Kimber protected that lead 
and, with time running out, 
Town keeper Tom Taylor 
stretched out an arm to keep 
out a goalbound effort by 
Bemerton. 

Two minutes later 
substitute Benny Read cut in 
from the left and passed the 
ball into the bottom corner 
for 2-0. 

A late rally from Bemerton 
saw them halve the deficit 
from a corner deep into 
added time, but it was too 
little, too late for Graham 
Kemp’s side. 

Fareham boss Steve Stone 
said: “I am especially pleased 
that the lads got a return for 
all their hard work, training in 
mud and rain and having to 
turn up at various venues and 
surfaces to keep a semblance 
of fitness, having not played 
for so long.” 

In an ideal world, the Reds 
would love to have followed 
up that victory with a home 
game against basement boys 
Folland Sports on Tuesday, 
but it was not to be. 

Once again, drainage 
problems at Cams Alders 
meant the match was 
postponed. 

Fareham have not played at 
home since losing 1-0 to 
Newport loW on October 24. 

Poppies are due to visit on 
February 9, but Stone said 
last weekend: “Sadly it’s 
probably more of the same 
for the next two weeks.” 



Ash Tattersall (red) 
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Claridge buoyant as Whites 
get home draw in final eight 



Salisbury enjoy a 
£9,000 windfall 
from Vase games 

SALISBURY boss Steve Clar¬ 
idge is thrilled to have been 
drawn at home in the quar¬ 
ter-finals of the FA Vase - 
particularly on behalf of the 
fans. 

The Wiltshire club took more than 
350 supporters to their last two ties at 
AFC Dunstable and Nuneaton Griff 
and the manager is delighted Whites’ 
faithful followers won’t have to travel 
again. 

Salisbury - the Sydenhams Pre¬ 
mier Division’s sole Vase survivors - 
have attracted crowds this season the 
like of which have never been seen 
the Wessex League. 

Gates of around 800 have been com¬ 
monplace at the Raymond McEnhill 
Stadium and a league record crowd 
of 1,485 flocked in for the derby show¬ 
down with Bemerton Heath Harle¬ 
quins between Christmas and the 
new year. 

That figure could well be exceeded 
on February 20 when Claridge’s side 
host the winners of today’s sched¬ 
uled replay between Dunston UTS 
and Ashford United who drew 1-1 
after extra-time in Kent. 

“It’s the fans I am most pleased for,” 
said Claridge, reacting to Monday’s 
last-eight draw. 

“They have travelled far and wide 
to support us in big numbers and 
they deserve a home draw after eve¬ 
rything they have given the club. 

“The tie gives us a chance to show 
what we can do with a game of this 
magnitude. This is what we all got 
the club going again for - big games 
and big occasions. This club and this 
stadium deserves big crowds. 

“It’s reward for the board, too, for 
everything they have done to get the 
club back on its feet and all those be¬ 
hind the scenes who are working so 
hard to make the club what it can be 
again. And it’s reward for the play¬ 
ers, who have battled through tough 
away games and now get a chance to 
do it at home. 

“I’m not saying we are going 
through. Far from it. All I am saying 
is that the game is reward for every¬ 
one at the club for all their hard work 
and that we should enjoy the occa¬ 
sion, win lose or draw.” 

The quarter-final will be Salis¬ 
bury’s first home game in the com¬ 
petition after three consecutive away 
trips, starting at Highworth Town. 

As in the last round at Dunstable, it 
was Southampton-based former East¬ 
leigh and Winchester City striker 
Sam Wilson who emerged as Whites’ 
match-winning hero. He followed his 
brace in Bedfordshire with a hat- 
trick to sink Griff. 


In a tale of two penalties, the 
21-year-old showed how it should be 
done from 12 yards, sending the keep¬ 
er the wrong way on the half-hour af¬ 
ter Calum Brockway had been fouled. 
Nuneaton had a dream chance to 
level early in the second half when 
Brockway conceded a spot kick, but 
Salisbury stopper Charlie Searle 
saved Ashley Wilks’ attempt. 

Things did not look too promis¬ 
ing for the visitors when Brandon 
Mundy bowed out injured after three 
substitutions had already been made. 
But the 10 men came strong at the 
end with Ashley Jarvis teeing up 
Wilson’s second before the Eastleigh 


College student completed his hat- 
trick after a surging run from Clau¬ 
dio Herbert. 

It was Salisbury’s tenth consecu¬ 
tive win in all competitions as they 
seek to become the fourth Wessex 
team to lift lower non-League’s most 
prestigious knockout trophy, follow¬ 
ing on from Wimborne Town (1992), 
Winchester City (2004) and Sholing 
(2014). 

Looking forward to the quarter¬ 
final, Claridge said: “It’s a great draw 
because, first and foremost, we are at 
home. We know there are going to be 
no easy games when you get to the 
last eight, but being at home gives 


you first crack. In fact if I could have 
cherry-picked any round to have a 
home draw in, this would be it. If 
you do make the semi-finals, you are 
guaranteed another home game and 
you’ve got to be pleased to get a home 
chance to make those semis.” 

Whites have banked £9,100 in prize 
money on their way to the last eight. 
There is a further £4,500 up for grabs 
if they reach the two-legged semi¬ 
final. 

FA VASE Quarter-final draw (February 20): 
Hartley Wintney or Flereford v Camberley Town, 
Salisbury v Ashford Utd or Dunstone UTS, 
Berkhamsted or Morpeth Town or North Shields 
v Bristol Manor Farm, Ipswich Wanderers or 
Bowers & Pitsea v Kidlington. 


I’ll let you 
off, Calum 

GOALKEEPER Charlie 
Searle was quick to forgive 
Salisbury teammate Calum 
Brockway for conceding an 
FA Vase penalty at Nuneaton 
Griff - after the defender 
gave him strict instructions 
on which direction to dive. 

Ex-Sholing and Follands 
man Brockway tripped Josh 
Ruff in the area and, before 
Griff’s Ashley Wilks stepped 
up to take the spot kick, he 
told the gloveman where he 
would be going. 

Searle duly dived high to 
his left where he parried the 
effort to preserve Whites’ 1-0 
lead in the last-16 tie. 

“The game could have 
changed if that went in,” said 
20-year-old Searle. “Calum 
told me he’d watched his 
(Wilks’) last three penalties 
and he went that way every 
time. 

“He gave it away then told 
me the right way to go so I 
thought I’d better let him off 
for giving it away! 

“If that goes in, the fans 
would have got behind them 
(Nuneaton) and the game 
could have changed. 

“We were poor weren’t we? 
There’s no beating round the 
bush. 

“I felt we rode our luck a 
bit.” 

But Searle, whose fine 
performance, coupled with 
Sam Wilson’s hat-trick, saw 
Whites win 3-0 at The Pingles 
Stadium, is now setting his 
sights on a day out at 
Wembley in May. 

“We just need to keep 
going as the ultimate dream 
is to get to Wembley,” he 
said. 

“Every lad you ask, it would 
be their childhood dream.” 

Searle signed a month ago 
by Steve Claridge on dual 
registration from parent club 
Havant & Waterlooville. 

The ‘keeper was at 
Fareham before joining 
Whites, where he has kept 
three clean sheets in his first 
four appearances. 

Searle was originally 
brought in to provide cover 
for the injured Gareth Barfoot 
but, after a clutch of good 
performances, he’s been 
occupying the number one 
spot ahead of Nathan Ball. 



Charlie Searle 
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Claudio Herbert 


No FA Vase hangover as Whites hit Andover for six 


THERE was no FA Vase hangover for 
Salisbury - or their top scorer Sam 
Wilson - as they extended their lead 
to five points at the Sydenhams Pre¬ 
mier summit on Tuesday. 

Wilson, who had scored a hat-trick 
to fire the Whites into the FA Vase 
quarter-finals at Nuneaton Griff on 
Saturday - was at it again. 

The ex-Eastleigh and Winches¬ 
ter marksman netted twice in a 6-0 
dismantling of Andover Town at 
the Ray Mac, hoisting his season’s 


league and cup tally to a fabulous 30. 

Goals from Eddie Perrett, Ashley 
Jarvis and Wilson put Whites in con¬ 
trol at half-time, watched by another 
bumper crowd of 634. 

Flourish 

Danny Young added a fourth be¬ 
fore ex-Andover man Claudio Her¬ 
bert’s effort was inadvertently 
turned home by visiting skipper 
Lewis Benson. 


Man-of-the-moment Wilson added 
the finishing flourish, netting his 
second and Salisbury’s sixth. 

Manager Steve Claridge made half- 
a-dozen alterations from his starting 
team at Nuneaton due to injuries 
and suspensions. 

Debutant Harry Wedlake, Charlie 
Blake, Callum Hart, Jarvis, Herbert 
and Sam Roberts were drafted in 
for Brandon Mundy, Kane O’Keefe, 
George Colson, Dan Demkiv, Tom 
Whelan and Jack Vallis. 


Fawley boss Coxall stepping 
down - but not going away 



Richie Coxall (back row, far left) with the AFC Fawley squad. Picture by Robert Abbot. 


Manager says he will continue at club 
in some role - even if just as a fan 


RICHIE Coxall will be step¬ 
ping down as Fawley AFC 
manager at the end of the 
season, but his enduring love 
affair with the Waterside club 
is far from over. 

He has no plans to leave the Long 
Lane outfit completely, but wants 
more time to do other things - includ¬ 
ing getting his golf handicap down. 

Coxall’s latest spell in charge of 
team affairs began two summers ago 
when he and club captain Callum 
Earl replaced Colin Lane at the helm 
of the Sydenhams Premier Division 
club, writes Wendy Gee. 

Earl, though, has not been around 
this season having got married in 
September, taken on the first-team 
captain’s role at Fawley Cricket Club 
and spent more time on the golf 


course. 

“I wouldn’t mind playing a bit of 
golf myself,” said Coxall. “But Faw¬ 
ley has been my club for a long time 
now and I’ve no intention of leaving 
them and going anywhere else. 

“I was born in Hythe and brought 
up near the ground. I watched them 
from the age of 11 and went straight 
there straight from school as a 
16-year-old. 

“I did the rounds as a player with 
Bashley, Totton, Ringwood etc. and 
then went back to Fawley in my late 
20s/early 30s and have done all sorts 
of jobs since then. I’ve been secretary, 


committee member, manager, you 
name it - everything except treasurer 
and chairman. 

“I’ve lived in Locks Heath for nearly 
20 years now, but Fawley are still my 
club and I will take up another posi¬ 
tion there and continue to watch and 
support them.” 

Coxall informed chairman Kevin 
Mitchell of his decision towards the 
end of 2015, giving the Oilers plenty 
of time to start lining up a replace¬ 
ment. 

“Darren Sayer, my assistant man¬ 
ager, and first-team coach Paul Carr 
are both keen to stay on and it’s up 


to the club committee now who they 
want to appoint.” 

It was under Coxall’s charge that 
Fawley gained promotion to the 
Sydenhams top flight in 2009/10, fin¬ 
ishing runners-up to Folland Sports. 

He managed them for their first 
season in the Wessex Premier and 
worked side by side with his succes¬ 
sor Paul Wiltshire towards the end 
of that campaign having announced 
he would be standing down due to 
work and family commitments. 

Coxall remained on the commit¬ 
tee of the Waterside club and he and 
Earl had a brief stint in caretaker 
charge when ex-Saint Wiltshire - 
now assistant boss at Winchester 
City - was asked to stand down in 
February 2012. Wiltshire’s right- 
hand man Lane took the reins but 
left in the summer of 2014. 


Shoot-out 
drama in 
Hants QF 
cup ties 

HAVANT & Waterlooville 
and Fleet Town held their 
nerve in penalty shootouts 
to book their passage to the 
Hampshire FA Senior Cup 
semi-finals. 

Vanarama National League 
South strugglers Havant 
fought back from 2-0 down to 
force a dramatic, late 2-2 
draw against AFC Portchester 
at Westleigh Park. 

Craig Hardy and Jason 
Parish had seemingly headed 
Graham Rix’s Royals through 
to the last four. 

But, with eight minutes 
remaining, ex-Saints striker 
Matt Paterson threw Havant a 
lifeline and a last-gasp 
leveller from sub Dan 
Strugnell took the tie straight 
to penalties. 

Heartbreak 

Heartbreakingly for the 
Sydenhams Premier hosts, it 
was the Hawks who came out 
on top thanks to two smart 
stops from experienced 
goalkeeper Ryan Young. 

Both managers agreed 
afterwards that Portchester 
had been the better side. 

“We were the real winners,” 
said a proud Rix, who 
described his side’s 
performance as 
“magnificent.” 

Portchester’s Wessex 
League rivals Lymington 
Town also pushed higher 
league opposition all the way, 
drawing 1-1 after 90 minutes 
against Fleet Town only to 
lose the shootout 3-2. 

Delayed 

Keeper Ryan Pryce 
excelled for Craig Davis’s 
Southern One Central 
visitors, saving three 
penalties. 

The delayed all-Wessex 
third round tie between 
Totton & Eling and Horndean 
was postponed - for a 
seventh time!- and rearranged 
for this coming Tuesday 
(February 9). Basingstoke 
Town host the winners in the 
quarter-finals. 



Graham Rix 
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BailyCargill. 


Ex-Stags starlet Baily joins Coventry City on loan 


FORMER AFC Totton loanee Baily Car¬ 
gill has completed a loan move to League 
One promotion-chasers Coventry City. 

AFC Bournemouth’s rising star, 
who has made four appearances in the 
League Cup and FA Cup this season, will 
remain with the Sky Blues for the rest 
of the season, writes Wendy Gee. 

The 20-year-old Winchester-born de¬ 
fender, capped by England under-20s, 
has yet to feature in the Premier League 
but has been named in several match- 
day squads. He has been tipped by Eddie 


Howe as a future club captain. 

Cargill, who has also served Torquay 
and Welling on loan, skippered Cherries 
to victory in the third round of the FA 
Cup at Birmingham and also started in 
the fourth round win at Portsmouth. 

He had a successful spell playing for 
Steve Riley at Southern League outfit 
AFC Totton in 2012/13, culminating in 
the player-of-the-season award. 

Cargill is joined at Coventry by South¬ 
ampton defender Jack Stephens, also 
on loan until the end of the season. The 


pair have played together in the England 
youth set-up and Cargill said: “We’re 
similar players. I know Jack from my 
time at England. I look forward to play¬ 
ing with him.” 

Cargill added: “Eddie Howe said some 
nice words about me being club captain 
at some stage. He thinks it’s the right 
move for me to come to Coventry and 
play some games.” 

Another name in the Sky Blues’ defen¬ 
sive ranks is ex-Saint Aaron Martin. 


Badgers’ boss believes side 
prefer ‘big’ ties after draw 

Point at Andover 
welcome change 
for Brockenhurst 


BROCKENHURST’S 2-2 draw 
at Andover Town last Satur¬ 
day only served to strength¬ 
en manager Pat McManus’s 
belief that the Badgers are a 
‘big occasion’ team. 

Because as well as they played to 
prise a Sydenhams Premier point 
from their top-six hosts, McManus 
cannot accept that they were no¬ 
where near that good in defeats 
against lower-half duo Bournemouth 
Poppies and Verwood Town, writes 
WENDY GEE. 

“We’re guilty as a side of underesti¬ 
mating the so-called teams below us 
and raising our game against the so- 
called better teams,” said McManus. 

“We lost to Poppies and Verwood 
and didn’t really turn up. 

“We’ve got a lot more inexperienced 
players this year and you expect 
some inconsistency from them, but 
you don’t expect it from your experi¬ 
enced players. I can’t accept it. 

“All our experienced lads did well 
against Andover - that was the dif¬ 
ference. It’s what I expect from them 
every week. 

Welcome change 

“To get a 2-2 draw made a welcome 
change after a couple of not particu¬ 
larly good results or performances.” 

An all-action Portway showdown 
saw Brock’s early lead wiped out by 
two quickfire Andover strikes before 
Mark Barker restored parity with a 
twice-taken penalty. 

With two minutes to go, keeper Cal- 
lum Maher came to Brock’s rescue 
with a penalty save before Ryan Long 
was unlucky not to nick all three 
points for the visitors in a breathless, 
end-to-end encounter. 

“It was a game that had everything 
with chances at both ends,” said Mc¬ 
Manus. “Scott Joyce put us ahead 
from a free kick inside the first 10 


Brockenhurst’s Mark Barker, right. 

minutes and then we weathered a bit 
of storm. Callum made a couple of 
good saves and Andover hit the bar 
towards the end of the first half. 

“The second half was pretty even 
but, again, we withstood quite a bit 
of pressure. 

“The turning point came when our 
central midfielder Ryan Woodford 
went off injured. We lost our shape a 


bit and Luke Dempsey, the guy Ryan 
had been marking on set-pieces, 
got an equaliser and Andover went 
ahead straight afterwards [through 
Lewis Benson], which came as a bit 
of a jolt.” 

The drama was far from over as 
Barker’s cross was handled in the 
box and his initial penalty was saved. 

But the referee spotted encroach¬ 


ment and ordered it to be retaken. 
This time Barker put it away 

“It’s was just as well he did,” smiled 
McManus. “Mark gave me a lift 
there, so it could have been a pretty 
awkward journey home! 

“Andover probably felt aggrieved 
but it was a good game, very simi¬ 
lar to the one at our place that also 
ended 2-2.” 



Ralwvi 


Duo leave 
after lack 
of games 

BROCKENHURST have lost 
two frontmen in recent weeks 
because they weren’t getting 
games. 

Following Kabba Jack’s 
departure to Bournemouth 
Poppies, ex-Follands 
frontman Jamie Betteridge 
has also drifted away from 
Grigg Lane. 

Realistically it was always 
likely to happen with Scott 
Joyce established as first- 
choice striker and no reserve 
football on offer at the club. 

“Kabba gave me an 
ultimatum and thought he 
should be playing instead of 
Joycey,” said manager Pat 
McManus. 

Erratic 

“Joycey’s got his faults, but 
he’ll always score goals, 
whereas Kabba’s a bit erratic 
and he wasn’t scoring. 

Once Joycey came in, he 
started scoring goals straight 
away. 

“Jamie Betteridge also felt 
he wasn’t getting enough 
game time. 

“We’ve got no reserves, so 
they’re either playing or not 
playing, and we’re not good 
enough to rotate. 

“Sometimes the side 
naturally rotates through 
injury and unavailability but, 
where possible, I will always 
play what I think is my 
strongest team apart, 
perhaps, from in the cups. 

Fever 

“Jamie had glandular fever 
and missed all of pre-season, 
then he was injured and then 
the glandular fever came 
back. 

“He’s gone nowhere else as 
such yet. 

“I organised for him to go 
and play for a Hampshire 
League side on Saturdays 
and come to us in midweek, 
but he said he wanted to be 
on the bench.” 

Frontman Daryll Phillips 
has returned from Fleet Town 
but, says McManus, he is 
“nowhere near as fit as when 
he left.” 

Defensively, Brock dual- 
signed defender Tony Rolls 
from AFC Totton in November, 
but he has played only two 
games because of injury. 



Kabba Jack 
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Tom Killick 


Poole boss Killick: Judge us by what happens on the pitch 


TOM Killick reckons Weymouth 
supporters should be more concerned 
with their club’s on-field fortunes in¬ 
stead of bashing Poole Town’s facili¬ 
ties. 

Killick’s men claimed the Dorset 
bragging rights with a 2-0 victory 
over the Terras at Tatnam on Tues¬ 
day, despite a 40-minute delay after 
the floodlights failed, writes Andy 
Mitchell. 

Online barbs from the away fans 
soon turned towards Poole’s modest 
headquarters, while the stoppage was 
labelled “embarrassing” in a post on 
Weymouth’s official Twitter feed. 

But having guided his side back 
to the Evo-Stik Southern Premier 
summit with a win that put Poole 


ten points clear of Jason Matthews’s 
men, Killick gave short shrift to the 
detractors. 

Killick, who insisted no remarks 
had been made by Weymouth’s play¬ 
ers or management, told the (Bourne¬ 
mouth) Daily Echo : “We don’t try to 
pretend our facilities are as good as 
we would like them to be. 

“It has been a constant struggle and 
we probably have to understand and 
accept criticism for that but the com¬ 
ments don’t bother me too much, we 
are used to it. 

“We would like better facilities but 
from a manager’s point of view, if 
your surroundings are not particu¬ 
larly palatial then it can help you in 
terms of the motivation felt by your 


opponents. 

“We want to be judged on the pitch. 
We won the game and are higher in 
the table and I think that’s what I 
would want to concentrate on. Per¬ 
haps people need to consider that. 

“Weymouth have a big history as 
a top club and very good facilities. 
When they come to a place like Poole 
and lose, they’re not going to be hap¬ 
py about it. I understand that. 

“It is a natural assumption to gauge 
a club’s size and standing by its 
ground but that is a dangerous mis¬ 
conception to have. 

“We are just concentrating on do¬ 
ing as well as we can in the league 
and perhaps that’s what they should 
be doing.” 


Killick conceded the match had 
been dull prior to the stoppage but 
Poole did not look back once Marvin 
Brooks scored shortly after the dis¬ 
missal of Weymouth’s Shane Krac in 
the second half. 

Former AFC Totton man Luke Rob¬ 
erts ended the contest with 14 min¬ 
utes to go. 

“It was vital for us with the results 
we have had,” he added. 

“Some people might say the lights 
going out was the most entertaining 
part of the evening. 

“It wasn’t much of a game, although 
it did get better as it went on. 

“There seemed to be quite a bit of 
passion once everyone got going. 
Eventually, it livened up all round.” 


White’s back at Whites! 



Ex-Salisbury hero 
Jamie comes out 
of the ‘wilderness’ 

EX-SAINT Jamie White has 
been given the chance to 
breathe new life into his ca¬ 
reer with Steve Claridge’s 
Sydenhams Premier leaders 
Salisbury. 

The 26-year-old was this week 
signed by the Whites for an undis¬ 
closed fee from Gosport Borough, 
agreeing an initial three-month deal. 

Southampton-born White was 
Saints Academy player-of-the-season 
in 2006/07 and made three first-team 
appearances before serious injury in¬ 
tervened. 

He had a remarkable spell at Win¬ 
chester City, scoring 51 goals in 32 
games, to finish just one goal shy of 
the Wessex League scoring record. 

That brought him to the attention of 
the old Salisbury City and after two 
goal-filled seasons at the Ray Mac, 
scoring 38 goals in 76 appearances, 
he briefly joined former Whites man¬ 
ager Darrell Clarke at Bristol Rovers. 

In the last two years White has lost 
his way a bit with Sutton United and 
Gosport, making appearances on 
loan this season for Poole Town and 
Farnborough. 

Explaining the reasons behind 
White’s departure, Alex Pike, man¬ 
ager of Vanarama National League 
South outfit Gosport, said: “There is 
no doubting Jamie’s ability and he 
is a nice lad, but I cannot see him fit¬ 
ting in with our style of play at the 
moment. 

“The chance for him to return to 
Salisbury, where he was a massive 
success, and to play for Steve Clar- 
idge, a forward himself who will 
undoubtedly get the best out of him, 
were factors in letting him go.” 

Claridge, whose Salisbury side are 
gunning for a Sydenhams Premier/ 
FA Vase double, said: “lam pleased to 
have signed Jamie. 

“He has got a good pedigree and 
has the ability to be an exceptional 
striker. The issue for Jamie now will 


be all about his fitness and how much 
he wants this. 

“He’s had two years in the wilder¬ 
ness really and he’s got to realise he’s 
got work to do before he gets back to 
the level he was earlier in his career. 

“Some people might wonder how 
much this is costing the club but I 


can assure them this is a no-brainer,” 
Claridge added. 

“His wages will be in line with 
what everybody else at the club is 
getting. 

“With Robbie Matthews struggling 
to get fit and games coming thick and 
fast, we are a bit short up front and 


this is a chance for Jamie to play 
somewhere for three months at a 
place where he was appreciated by 
the fans. 

“Hopefully he will take that chance. 

“If he does, we will have a real as¬ 
set and it will do him and his career 
good too.” 


Boro say 
farewell to 
Wheeler 

JAMIE White is not the only 
player to have left Gosport 
Borough this week. 

The club have also said a 
fond farewell to defender 
Elliot Wheeler who has 
become a free agent after 
submitting a transfer request. 

The one stipulation to him 
being released is that he will 
not join another VNL South 
club. 

“I am really disappointed to 
see Elliot go,” Pike explained. 

“But I fully understand his 
reasons. He is 21 years old, 
wants to play football and his 
opportunities have been so 
far limited. 

Examplary 

“Players want to play. The 
form of TJ Cuthbertson has 
been exemplary, which has 
ultimately hampered Elliot’s 
chances, and the imminent 
return of Luke King will make 
things even harder for him. 

“The door will always be 
open to both players (White 
and Wheeler) who leave on 
the best of terms. 

I will continue to monitor 
their future progress and 
keep in touch. 

“You never know in 
football, but they both might 
be seen in a Boro’ shirt 
again,” he concluded. 



Alex Pike 
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Lee & Justin 
look like‘a 
proper pair’ 


The success story t 


LEE Wort scored twice for Gosport 
Borough on Tuesday on his return from 
loan at Poole Town. 

The former Sholing hot-shot 
equalised against Eastbourne Borough 
before finding the net again ten minutes 
later via the head of visiting ‘keeper 
Lewis Carey. 

Justin Bennett, making his 400th club 
appearance, crowned a 3-1 Vanarama 
National League South victory for Alex 
Pike’s men, taking them up to fourth. 

Wort’s efforts came as no surprise to 
manager Pike who had twice watched 
him playing for Poole. 

“The way they play with one up front 
has meant he is able to battle with 
centre-halves,” he said. “Secondly, he 
has learned to hold the ball up. 

“Him and Justin Bennett looked like a 
proper pair.” 

• SHOLING are looking for more 
people to get involved with the 
Sydenhams Premier Division club. 

The Boatmen have recently lost some 
of their valued volunteer helpers and 
need to boost their volunteer/ 
committee numbers. 

The Portsmouth Road outfit are also 
on the lookout for a new assistant 
secretary as Colin Chamberlain has 
indicated he will be standing down at 
the end of the season. 



Lee Wort during his Sholing days. 


Club secretary Greg Dickson is the 
man to contact, ideally by email with a 
small CV to secretary.sholingfc@gmail. 
com 

Alternatively he can be reached on 
023 8039 7098 or 07948 832944. 

• ALAN Turvey has accepted 
Basingstoke Town’s invitation to 
become president of the north 
Hampshire club. 

Turvey, who lives in nearby Old 
Basing, recently retired as chairman of 
the Ryman (Isthmian) League after 33 
years. 

He is well-known in football circles at 
national level having spent 16 years as 
an elected member of the FA, during 
which time he served as a main board 
director and sat on several committees. 

Turvey is now an honorary member of 
the FA and a life vice-president of the 
Hampshire FA. 

In 2014 he received an award for 
‘exceptional services to grass roots 
football’ presented by Prince William at 
Buckingham Palace. 

Of his new role at the Camrose, 

Turvey said: “I have always followed 
Basingstoke’s results and always enjoy 
attending their games. 

“I hope I can put experience from my 
footballing and commercial background 
to good use alongside some very hard¬ 
working people at the club.” 


THEY have come a long, 
long way in a short space of 
time. 

As recently as May 2003, as Saints 
were preparing for an FA Cup fi¬ 
nal appearance, they were playing 
in the Sydenhams Wessex League 
in front of crowds of under 100, 
writes SIMON CARTER. 

Now Eastleigh Football Club are 
one of the leading non league clubs 
in England. 

Not only that, they are still bask¬ 
ing in the spotlight of national at¬ 
tention via their run to the third 
round of the FA Cup. 

The last few years have been kind 
to the Spitfires. 

The Conference South title was 
won in 2013/14, and in their debut 
season in the Conference - the top 
flight of non league football in this 
country - Eastleigh finished in the 
play-offs. 

With a squad packed full of expe¬ 
rienced Football League campaign¬ 
ers, the Spitfires last month came 
within three minutes of dumping 
three divisions higher Bolton Wan¬ 
derers out of the FA Cup. 

This week, though, came a story 
that - in many ways - eclipsed any¬ 
thing Eastleigh have achieved so 
far. 

The Daily Echo plastered it all 
over the front page, and over two 
pages inside. 

It was that big a story 

The Echo revealed the club is 
boosting its march towards the 
Football League by launching a 
bid of up to £10 million for a multi¬ 
purpose, 9,000-capacity stadium - 
nearly doubling its current capac¬ 
ity and creating scores of jobs. 

The club is already close to fulfill¬ 
ing the criteria for promotion to 
League Two, its capacity increased 
to 5,000-plus with last year’s addi¬ 
tion of the 2,290-seat Mackoy Com¬ 
munity Stand. 

It hosted a stadium-record 5,025 
for the recent FA Cup tie against 
Bolton, but the long-term vision is 
to be able to double that. 

Chief executive Mark Jewell this 
week confirmed the club is prepar¬ 
ing a planning application for fur¬ 
ther expansion and said: “We just 
need to make a few tweaks to have 
a stadium ready for the Football 
League, the main job being to im¬ 
prove the quality of the floodlights. 

“But having a stadium that will be 
used by the community all year, not 
just on matchdays, is the long-term 
objective.” 

Eastleigh’s plans are currently 
being drawn up by designers, who 
have been given a generic image of 
a 9,000-capacity stadium to work to 
- believed to be Slovakian outfit FC 
VSS Kosice’s Lokomotiva Stadium. 

This month marks the fourth an¬ 
niversary of Oxfordshire business¬ 
man Stewart Double taking over as 
the club’s owner. 

In one of his first interviews, 
published in the Sports Pink, Don¬ 
ald revealed his dream of seeing 
Eastleigh playing in the Football 
League in front of regular crowds 



An artist’s impression of how Eastleigh’s 9,000 capacity ground could look. 


of 3,000. 

No doubt some people laughed 
when they read that. 

I will be honest here - I laughed 
when I read it. 

At the time Eastleigh were strug¬ 
gling to attract crowds of 600 to 
their Conference South games. 

The thought they could one day 
regularly pack in five times that 
amount was, frankly, laughable. 

But who’s laughing now? 

Eastleigh’s plans are currently 
being drawn up by designers, who 
have been given a generic image of 
a 9,000-capacity stadium to work to 
- believed to be Slovakian outfit FC 


VSS Kosice’s Lokomotiva Stadium. 

“It will be roughly in keeping 
with that model and gives us a gen¬ 
eral idea of how it could look - but 
that’s a few years down the line,” 
said Jewell, who hopes to be in a 
position to release artists’ impres¬ 
sions in the next fortnight. 

Donald has already pumped more 
than £3 million into the club and 
will be funding the new stadium 
out of his own pocket. 

There is still money for squad 
strengthening, though. 

He is thought to have broken the 
club-record fee of £18,000 to sign 
defender Luke Coulson last month, 


and on transfer deadline day East¬ 
leigh had a ‘substantial’ bid for Ac¬ 
crington Stanley striker Billy Kee. 

The former Northern Ireland 
under-21 international has been in 
fine form for the League 2 promo¬ 
tion hopefuls this term, scoring 10 
times in 22 appearances. 

The fact Eastleigh put in a bid 
for the player underlines Donald’s 
ambition to propel the club into the 
Football League. 

Not that it needed underlining, 
that is. 

A 9,000 capacity stadium is obvi¬ 
ously too big for the level Eastleigh 
are playing at. 


GOT A STORY FOR US? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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hat goes on and on 


Solent might 
not need to 
replace Jesse 



The highest average attendance 
in the Spitfires’ division this sea¬ 
son is Tranmere Rovers. 

Playing in the fifth tier for the 
first time after their relegation 
from the Football League last sea¬ 
son, Rovers - a second tier club in 
the early noughties - are averaging 
4,990. 

Eastleigh are averaging 1,847 - a 
5.4 per cent increase on last term. 

The Spitfires are currently the 
12th best supported non league 
club in the country. 

Of the 11 outfits above them, only 
one - FC United of Manchester 
- have either never played in the 


Football League or been reformed 
from the ashes of a former Football 
League club. 

FC United, formed by some Man¬ 
chester United fans disgruntled 
with the Glazers’ takeover at Old 
Trafford over a decade ago, moved 
into a new stadium in 2015. 

But their Broadhurst Park 
ground was only built with a 4,500 
capacity - half of what Donald is 
proposing to erect at Eastleigh. 

It could be argued that 9,000 is too 
big for the lower divisions of the 
Football League. 

There are eight clubs currently in 
League 1 and League 2 who have a 


smaller capacity than that - Craw¬ 
ley, Exeter, Morecambe, Stevenage, 
Newport, Northampton, Hartle¬ 
pool, York and Fleetwood. 

Out of the 48 clubs in League 1 
and League 2, only five are current¬ 
ly averaging over 9,000. 

They are all former Premier 
League clubs - Sheffield United, 
Bradford City, Coventry City, 
Barnsley and Portsmouth. 

That statistic alone shows how 
far Donald is thinking. 

Perhaps he isn’t thinking League 
1 or League 2 long-term. 

Perhaps he is thinking higher. 

Perhaps he is thinking Champi¬ 


onship. 

Again, we might laugh. 

But Yeovil have reached the sec¬ 
ond tier in recent years. Bury and 
Stockport were there in the early 
noughties. 

Eastleigh could be swapping plac¬ 
es with Yeovil at the end of this sea¬ 
son, lest we forget. 

And we would all do well not to 
laugh, given Donald’s achieve¬ 
ments in his four years as chair¬ 
man. 

Last April, the Oxfordshire busi¬ 
nessman told the Daily Echo: 
“When I said three years ago that I 
wanted to take us into the Football 
League and build them a stand, the 
fans must have been saying: ‘Yeah, 
whatever. Why does this chap from 
outside the area want to do this?’ 

“But I’ve put my money where my 
mouth is and we’ve done remarka¬ 
bly well to turn round a Conference 
South club who were struggling to 
stay in the league, a club that had 
one budget cut already and were 
probably going for another... The 
club now runs on a profit, although 
bigger gates have also helped, but 
the sponsorship is at such a level 
now that my personal contribution 
can stop.” 

Donald’s company, Bridle Insur¬ 
ance, is Eastleigh’s main sponsor 
and he also has a 10 per cent stake 
in League 2 promotion chasers Ox¬ 
ford United. 

His vision for a stadium that ena¬ 
bles the club to be self-sustaining 
at a higher level is not unlike what 
Rod Bransgrove has achieved down 
the road at Hampshire Cricket’s 
Ageas Bowl. 

“It’s absolutely like the Ageas 
Bowl and we hope the local author¬ 
ity take the same view,” Jewell told 
the Echo this week. 

He is keen for the stadium to in¬ 
clude terracing to satisfy much of 
the club’s support and added: “We 
don’t want to move, this is our his¬ 
torical home.” 

A 9,000 capacity home will be a 
far cry indeed from the club’s first 
‘home’ games - which were played 
on Southampton Common, oppo¬ 
site the Cowherds pub, before mov¬ 
ing to Walnut Avenue, Swaythling. 

The club - formed as Swaythling 
Athletic in 1946 by current presi¬ 
dent Derik Brooks - moved to Ten 
Acres in Stoneham Lane in 1957, 
a few years after buying the land 
from ‘Farmer Brown’, after having 
their initial planning permission 
refused. 

The ‘Spitfires’ climbed the pyra¬ 
mid with three successive promo¬ 
tions under Paul Doswell from 2003- 
OS, winning the Wessex League title 
before continuing their ascent via 
the Dr Martens Eastern League 
and the Isthmian League. 

Following Donald’s arrival, the 
fairytale continued with promo¬ 
tion from Conference South to the 
heady heights of English football’s 
fifth tier 18 months ago. 

To many, that was all a dream. 

But the fairytale shows no signs 
of ending. 

No signs at all. 


JAMES Taylor may not need 
to recruit a new striker should 
something positive come of 
star man Jesse Waller-Lassen’s 
trial with Yeovil Town. 

The Team Solent manager 
has already unearthed another 
promising frontman in Martin 
Johnson. 

A first-year student at South¬ 
ampton Solent University, 
Johnson hails from the West 
Country and has previously 
played for Welton Rovers in the 
Western League. 

“Martin’s come in and done 
very well and has got six or sev¬ 
en goals already playing up top 
with Jesse and Tobi Adekun- 
le,” said Taylor. 

“He’s not completely similar 
to Jesse, but he’s quick and a 
good finisher. 

“He’s had a couple of injury 
niggles that have stopped him a 
bit, but he’s done well.” 

Former Tottenham trainee 
Waller-Lassen has travelled to 
Yeovil several times since the 
start of the year to train and 
play in trial games for Darren 
Way’s Glovers. 



Jesse Waller-Lassen 


“Of course we’d miss him 
if he went, you always miss a 
goalscorer,” said Taylor. “But 
Jesse’s playing well and de¬ 
serves to step up.” 

Johnson was on the 
scoresheet at Verwood on 
Wednesday, netting Solent’s 
second in a 2-0 Sydenhams 
Premier win. Jim Orvis had 
broken the deadlock from 20 
yards as Taylor’s charges rose 
to ninth in the table. 

• OTTERBOURNE have en¬ 
joyed a great week. 

Last Saturday they trounced 
QK Southampton 5-1 to keep 
the pressure on top two Ham- 
ble Club and Baffins Milton in 
the Puma Engineering Hamp¬ 
shire Premier League. 

Tom Sands, the leading 
marksman in the HLP top 
flight, struck twice to take his 
league tally to 26. 

Sands struck two more goals 
on Tuesday night as the Ot¬ 
ters pulled off a Russell Cotes 
Cup shock at Wessex Leaguers 
Moneyfields, winning 2-1. 
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Interstyle Bedrooms 

Unit 2 Nightingale Grove Shirley, Southampton, SOI5 3HQ 
Freephone: 0500 501052 (24hrs) • t: 023 8033 6331 
e: info@interstylebedrooms.com • w: www.interstylebedrooms.com 



B 

Interstyle 

Bedrooms 


Established 32 years we are a 
small company that prides itself on 
manufacturing high quality bespoke 
bedroom furniture, studies, under 
the stairs storage space - made by 
our skilled cabinet makers to your 
requirements and specifications. 

We confidently offer a 
10 Year guarantee. 

Why not come and visit our 
Shirley showroom 

Christmas Opening Hours 
10am - 4pm 

Tuesday 29 th December 

Wednesday 30 th December 

Thursday 31 st December 

2 Nightingale Grove, Shirley 

Southampton S015 3HQ 

Telephone 023 80336331 
info@interstylebedrooms.com 

Free phone 0500 501052 

www.interstylebedrooms.com 
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FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE 
FABULOUS LOCATION 

WEDDINGS * PARTIES 
MEETINGS * SKITTLES 
CHRISTENINGS * WAKES 

Telephone or email for availability or a 
brochure - Bar and exceptional food menu 
(if required) from buffet to 3 course sit down 
dinner we cater for any size function 
10 - 100 people 

THE MORTIMER ARMS 
ROMSEY ROAD 
OWER (Jet 2 M27) 
ROMSEY, S051 6AF 


Quality coach trips 

departing soon... 


Visit us online or call for your free brochure. 


GREAT DAYS OUT 

13 FEB 

Portobello Road Market 

£21 

18 FEB 

Madame Tussauds 

£45 

20 FEB 

London Zoo 

£37 

22 FEB 

Snowdrops at Kingston Lacy 

£27 

VARIOUS 

Adinkerke 

£40 

28 FEB 

Bruges 

£40 

1 MAR 

Pohill Garden Centre and Sevenoaks 

£21 

2 MAR 

Morton in Marsh & Bourton on the Water 

£21 

3 MAR 

Devizes 

£21 

6 MAR 

Camden Lock 

£21 

8 MAR 

Canterbury 

£21 

9 MAR 

Bath 

£21 _ 



www.mortimerarms.co.uk 
info@mortimer arms .co.uk 


023 8047 2377 

www.coliseumcoaches.co.uk 

COACHES 

*AII day excursions are subject to availability. 




V will donate 
£S to The Silver Line 

for every visitor to our 

morning of indulgence sc 

n°t invite a friend? 
We » even donate for 


ADDED PEACE OF MIND 


Lodge Manager 
Owners’ Lounge 
Guest suite for 
friends and family 
24-hour support 


CCTV security 
entrance system 
Parking 

Lift to all floors 


CHADWICK LODGE Devonshire Road, Southampton 


Help combat loneliness by joining 
us for a morning of indulgence on 

Tuesday 9 th February at 10:30am 

We would be delighted if you could join us for a morning of indulgence in the Owners' 
Lounge at Chadwick Lodge. Visit us at 10.30am on Tuesday 9 th February to discover how 
good retirement living can be. 

By indulging in luxury hot chocolates, coffees and cakes not only will you be raising 
awareness for loneliness, you will also help to raise money for The Silver Line, a charity 
who provide confidential advice and friendship to older people. 

Chadwick Lodge is a development of 34 one and two bedroom apartments, located in 
the heart of Southampton. 

Find out more about Churchill Retirement Living today - and make 
loneliness one more thing you don’t have to worry about. 


Home is at the heart of your retirement 


Call Grada to see how we can help you move - OPEN DAILY IOam - 5pm 

02380 082606 Visit churchillretirement.co.uk 

*For every visitor that attends our morning of indulgence event, £5 will be paid to The Churchill Foundation, who will distribute the funds to The Silver Line at the end of the year 
One donation per Customer and If you are visiting as a couple, this will qualify as one donation.Visitors must be aged 60 or over 


Church ill 

Retirement Living^^ 
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Championship 
ins and outs 

BIRMINGHAM 

Ins: Will Buckley (Sunderland, loan), Diego 
Fabbrini (Watford, £1.5m), Ryan Shotton (Derby, 
loan), Luke Maxwell (Kidderminster, £75,000) 

Outs: Alex Jones (Wellington Phoenix, loan), 
Demarai Gray (Leicester, £3.75m), Shane Lowry 
(Perth Glory, free), Wes Thomas (Bradford, loan) 

BLACKBURN 

Ins: Elliott Bennett (Norwich, undisclosed), Simeon 
Jackson (free agent), Danny Graham (Sunderland, 
loan), Elliott Ward (Bournemouth, undisclosed), Tony 
Watt (Charlton, loan becoming permanent at end of 
season), Jordi Gomez (Sunderland, loan) 

Outs: Marcus Olsson (Derby, undisclosed), John 
O’Sullivan (Bury, loan), Jordan Rhodes 
(Middlesbrough, undisclosed), Sacha Petshi (US 
Creteil-Lusitanos, undisclosed) 

BOLTON 

Ins: 

Outs: Lawrie Wilson (Peterborough, loan), 
Francesco Pisano (U.S. Avellino 1912, loan), Prince- 
Desire Gouano (Gaziantepspor, loan) 

BRENTFORD 

Ins: Emmanuel Onariase (West Ham, undisclosed) 

Outs: Toumani Diagouraga (Leeds, undisclosed), 
Jota (Eibar, loan), Ryan Williams (released), Montell 
Moore (released), Josh Laurent (Hartlepool, free), 
James Tarkowski (Burnley, undisclosed) 

BRIGHTON 

Ins: Steve Sidwell (Stoke, loan), Anthony 
Knockaert (Standard Liege, undisclosed), Jiri Skalak 
(FK Mlada Boleslav, undisclosed) 

Outs: Adam Chicksen (Gillingham, loan), Jeffrey 
Monakana (FC Voluntari, free), Jake Forster-Caskey 
(MK Dons, loan), Rohan Ince (Fulham, loan), Elvis 
Manu (Huddersfield, loan), Charlie Harris (Barnsley, 
undisclosed) 

BRISTOL CITY 

Ins: Scott Golbourne (Wolves, undisclosed), Lee 
Tomlin (Bournemouth, loan), Ben Gladwin (QPR, 
loan), Alex Pearce (Derby, loan), Richard O’Donnell 
(Wigan) 

Outs: 


BURNLEY 

Ins: Paul Robinson (Unattached), George Green 



Lee Tomlin has joined Bristol City 
on loan from Bournemouth. 

(Unattached), James Tarkowski (Brentford, 
undisclosed) 

Outs: Ntumba Massanka (York, loan), Luke Hendrie 
(York, loan), Tom Anderson (Chestefield, loan) 

CARDIFF 

Ins: Lex Immers (Feyenoord, loan), Kenneth 
Zohore (KV Kortrijk, loan), Tom Lawrence (Leicester, 
loan) 

Outs: Kenwyne Jones (Al Jazira, loan), Joe Mason 
(Wolves, undisclosed), Matthew Kennedy (Port Vale, 
loan), Alex Revell (MK Dons, free) 

CHARLTON 

Ins: Rhys Williams (Middlesbrough, loan), Jorge 
Teixeira (Standard Liege, undisclosed), Roger 
Johnson (Unattached), Diego Poyet (West Ham, 
loan), Rod Fanni (Al-Arabi SC, loan), Yaya Sanogo 
(Arsenal, loan) 

Outs: Joe Pigott (Luton, loan), Karlan Ahearne- 
Grant (Cambridge, loan), Oliver Muldoon (Dagenham 
& Redbridge, loan), Tony Watt (Blackburn, loan 
becoming permanent at end of season), Ricardo Vaz 
Te (released), Franck Moussa (released) 

DERBY 

Ins: Abdoul Camara (Angers, undisclosed), Nick 
Blackman (Reading, undisclosed), Marcus Olsson 
(Blackburn, undisclosed), Luke Thomas 
(Cheltenham, undisclosed), Lewis Walker (Ilkeston, 
undisclosed) 

Outs: Simon Dawkins (San Jose Earthquakes, 
undisclosed), Ryan Shotton (Birmingham, loan), 
Offrande Zanzala (Stevenage, loan), Alex Pearce 
(Bristol City, loan), Mason Bennett (Burton, loan), 
Kelle Roos (AFC Wimbledon, loan) 

FULHAM 

Ins: Michael Madl (Sturm Graz, loan), Rohan Ince 
(Brighton, loan), Zakaria Labyad (Sporting Lisbon, 
loan) 

Outs: Adam Taggart (Perth Glory, undisclosed), 
Sean Kavanagh (Mansfield, loan), Jack Grimmer 
(Shrewsbury, loan), Nikolay Bodurov (FC Midtjylland, 
loan) continued on facing page 


Boro on the right Rh 



Jordan Rhodes has been signed to provide extra firepower to boost Middlesbrough’s promotion push. 



Gaston Ramirez has joined Middlesbrough on loan for the rest of the season. 


SAINTS could well be pre¬ 
paring to visit Middles¬ 
brough in the Premier 
League for the first time 
since 2005 next season. 

Boro’s defensive record is the 
best in the Football League, and on 
transfer deadline day they splashed 
out almost £10m to sign striker Jor¬ 
dan Rhodes from Blackpool, writes 
SIMON CARTER. 

Still only 25, the Scottish inter¬ 
national has an enviable scoring 
record. 

Boro’s move for Rhodes was res¬ 
urrected a day after the proposed 
transfer initially fell through. 

Head coach Aitor Karanka has 
added Rhodes’ firepower to his pro¬ 
motion challengers after missing 
out on a return to the Barclays Pre¬ 
mier League in last season’s Sky 
Bet Championship play-off final. 

Rhodes scored 87 goals in 148 ap¬ 
pearances over three years at Hud¬ 
dersfield. 

In 2010/11 he scored 22 times, be¬ 
fore hammering 40 in just 45 league 
and cup appearances for the Terri¬ 
ers in 2011/12. 

After netting four goals in his 
first nine games, he struck 36 times 
in his next 34 outings. 

That was some purple patch! 

He netted five times in Hud¬ 
dersfield’s 6-0 League 1 win at Wy¬ 
combe, and four more in a 4-4 York¬ 
shire derby thriller at Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

Three more goals came in a 4-0 
win at Exeter, while he also plun¬ 
dered a hat-trick against Preston a 
week after his triple in Devon. 

On signing for Blackburn in the 
August 2012 transfer window, the 
former Ipswich trainee netted 28 
times in his first season in the 
Championship with Blackburn. 

Creating chances 

In all, he scored 85 goals in 169 ap¬ 
pearances for Rovers - 11 of them 
coming this season. 

We will now wait to see whether 
Saints enigma Gaston Ramirez is 
tasked with a regular role in creat¬ 
ing chances for Rhodes to finish off. 

The Uruguayan international 
joined Boro last month on loan for 
the rest of the season. 

Boro have only conceded 14 goals 
in 27 league games this term. 

They have scored only 37, though, 
which is the second lowest in the 
top ten - only Brighton (34) have 
netted fewer. 

Despite their impressive defen¬ 
sive record, Boro also swooped to 
sign Leicester defender Ritchie De 
Laet on loan for the rest of the sea¬ 
son on transfer deadline day 

The 27-year-old, who has two sen¬ 
ior Belgium caps, has been with the 
Foxes since 2012. 

He has made over 120 appearanc¬ 
es for them, but last started a Pre¬ 
mier League match in September. 

His first English club was Stoke, 
and he subsequently joined Man¬ 
chester United - from whom he 
spent time on loan at Sheffield 
United, Preston, Portsmouth, and 


Norwich - before moving on to 
Leicester. 

Completing a busy fina day of 
the window, Boro welcomed Julien 
de Sart from Standard Liege on a 
three-and-a-half-year contract, sub¬ 
ject to international clearance. 

The 21-year-old defensive mid¬ 


fielder joined for an undisclosed fee 
and could make his debut against 
Blackburn. 

Boro last played in the Premier 
League in 2009 - three years after 
a remarkable appearance in the 
UEFA Cup final under the manage¬ 
ment of Steve McClaren. 


Heading into this weekend’s fix¬ 
tures, Hull City were leading the 
second tier with Boro second. 

Unlike Boro, however, Tigers boss 
Steve Bruce did not make a single 
transfer window signing. 

Saints fans, if given the choice, 
probably wouldn’t want to make 
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lodes to top flight 



Steve Sidwell pictured playing for Fulham against Saints in December 2012. 



Andre Gray, right, is Burnley’s top scorer this season. 


the long trek to Boro or Hull - or 
both - next season. 

A visit to Brighton’s Amex Stadi¬ 
um, though, would be much more 
preferable. 

The Seagulls were the last team 
in the Football League to lose this 
season - their first loss was on 
December 19 - but a lack of goals 


prevented them from opening up a 
sizeable lead. 

Veteran Bobby Zamora, who 
turned 35 last month and who 
has been mainly used as a sub 
this term, is the club’s top league 
marksman with seven goals. 

Next best is Israeli international 
Tomer Hemed, who has six strikes 


- but only one of them has come 
since mid-September. 

Seagulls boss Chris Hughton 
did not sign any new strikers last 
month, though. 

Instead, he brought in midfield¬ 
ers Steve Sidwell and Anthony 
Knockaert from Stoke (loan) and 
Standard Liege (undisclosed) re¬ 


spectively 

Could his squad’s lack of goals 
cost them a place in the top flight, 
where Brighton last appeared in 
1983? 

Burnley boss Sean Dyche has no 
such worries. 

With 46 goals, his side are the 
highest scorers among the top 
eight clubs. 

The Clarets have been in fine scor¬ 
ing form recently - since December 
19 they have thumped Charlton 4-0, 
Bristol City 4-0 and Derby 4-1 at 
Turf Moor, as well as winning 5-0 
at MK Dons. 

Top gun so far is 15-goal Andre 
Gray, a £9m signing from Brentford 
last summer, while ex-Cherries 
striker Sam Vokes and midfielder 
Scott Arfield both have six. 

Dyche’s most high profile window 
signing was ex-England keeper 
Paul Robinson - who was without 
a club - while ex-Everton and Old¬ 
ham forward George Green, was 
also brought in. 

Elsewhere in the second tier, pro¬ 
motion hopefuls Derby strength¬ 
ened up front with the signing of 
Nick Blackman for around £2.5m. 

Blackman netted 13 times for 
Reading in 28 league and cup out¬ 
ings this season - and back in the 
autumn scored ten goals in as 
many games. 

The Royals reacted to Blackman’s 
departure by bringing in Cherries 
striker Yann Kermoghant. 

The 34-year-old Frenchman belt¬ 
ed 17 goals in 42 games for the Dor¬ 
set club in 2014/15, playing a key 
role in their incredible promotion 
to the Premier League. 

Surplus 

He had fallen down the pecking 
order this term, however, and was 
surplus to requirements once Ed¬ 
die Howe had brought in Benik 
Afobe and Lewis Grabban. 

Apart from Jordan Rhodes, pos¬ 
sibly the best bit of transfer busi¬ 
ness conducted by a Championship 
promotion hopeful was Sheffield 
Wednesday’s signing of striker 
Gary Hooper from Norwich. 

Hooper made his name at 
Scunthorpe under ex-Saints boss 
Nigel Adkins, belting 30 goals for 
The Iron in 2009/10. 

During three years at Glasgow 
Celtic, he struck 63 goals in 95 Scot¬ 
tish Premier League outings. 

In his final season at Parkhead, 
2012/13, he netted 31 league and 
cup goals playing in the same side 
as current Saints Fraser Forster 
and Victor Wanyama. 

Hooper failed to make an impact 
in the Premier League with Nor¬ 
wich in 2013/14, but has seven goals 
in 13 appearances since joining the 
Owls on loan last October, a move 
made permanent in the January 
window 

It has been a while since Wednes¬ 
day were last members of English 
football’s elite - they were relegated 
in 2000. But Hooper’s permanent 
arrival could help them in their bid 
for promotion. 


Championship 
ins and outs 

from facing page 
HUDDERSFIELD 

Ins: Karim Matmour (Unattached), James Husband 
(Middlesbrough, loan), Elvis Manu (Brighton, loan) 
Outs: Murray Wallace (Scunthorpe) 

HULL 

Ins: Nick Powell (Manchester United, loan), Dusan 
Kuciak (Legia Warsaw, undisclosed) 

Outs: Matt Dixon (York, free), Will Aimson 
(Blackpool, undisclosed), Conor Townsend 
(Scunthorpe, free), Calaum Jahraldo-Martin (Leyton 
Orient, loan) 

IPSWICH 

Ins: Paul Digby (Barnsley, loan), Kevin Foley 
(Unattached) 

Outs: Tommy Oar (released), Jonathan Parr 
(Stromsgodset, free) 

LEEDS 

Ins: Liam Bridcutt (Sunderland, loan), Mustapha 
Carayol (Middlesbrough, loan), Toumani Diagouraga 
( Leeds, undisclosed), Jack McKay (Doncaster, 
undisclosed), Paul McKay (Doncaster, undisclosed) 
Outs: Chris Dawson (Rotherham, free), Sam Byram 
(West Ham, undisclosed) 

MK DONS 

Ins: Jonny Williams (Crystal Palace, loan), Jake 
Forster-Caskey (Brighton, loan), Alex Revell (Cardiff, 
free), Jay Emmanuel-Thomas (QPR, loan) 

Outs: Harry Hickford (Dagenham & Redbridge, 
loan), Mark Randall (Barnet, free), Simon Church 
(Aberdeen, loan), Dale Jennings, released), Lee 
Hodson (Kilmarnock, loan) 

MIDDLESBROUGH 

Ins: Enrique Sola (Athletic Bilbao, loan), Julien De 
Sart (Standard Liege, undisclosed), Jordan Rhodes 
(Blackburn, undisclosed), Ritchie De Laet (Leicester, 
loan) 

Outs: Mustapha Carayol (Leeds, loan), James 
Husband (Huddersfield, loan), Rhys Williams 
(Charlton, loan), Bryn Morris (Walsall, loan), Yanic 
Wildschut (Wigan, undisclosed) 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST 

Ins: Gary Gardner (Aston Villa, loan), Bojan Jokic 
(Villarreal, loan) 

Outs: Chris Burke (Rotherham, loan), Deimantas 
Petravicius (Stevenage, loan), Joe Worrall 
(Dagenham & 

Redbridge, loan) 

PRESTON 
Ins: Anders 

Lindegaard (West Brom, 
loan), Liam Grimshaw 
(Manchester United, 
undisclosed), Ben 
Pearson (Manchester 
United, undisclosed), 

Callum Robinson (Aston 
Villa, loan) 

Outs: Josh Brownhill 
(Barnsley, loan), Jamie 
Jones (Stevenage, free) 

QPR 

Ins: Matt Ingram (Wycombe, undisclosed), Conor 
Washington (Peterborough, undisclosed), 
Abdenasser El Khayati (Burton, undisclosed) 

Outs: Charlie Austin (Southampton, undisclosed), 
Steven Caulker (Liverpool, loan), Sandro (West 
Brom, loan), Brandon Comley (Carlisle, loan), Ben 
Gladwin (Bristol City, loan), Michael Doughty 
(Swindon, loan), Michael Harriman (Wycombe, 
undisclosed), Darnell Furlong (Cambridge, loan), 
Sandro (West Brom, loan), Leroy Fer (Swansea, 
loan), Jay Emmanuel-Thomas (MK Dons, loan) 

READING 

Ins: George Evans (Manchester City, undisclosed), 
Paolo Hurtado (Vitoria Guimares, loan), Deniss 
Rakels (Cracovia, undisclosed), Yann Kermorgant 
(Bournemouth, undisclosed) 

Outs: Nick Blackman (Derby, undisclosed), 

Orlando Sa (Tel Aviv, undisclosed), Jack Taylor 
(Exeter, free), Dominic Hyam (Dagenham, loan) 

ROTHERHAM 

Ins: Shay Facey (Manchester City, loan), Chris 
Burke (Nottingham Forest, loan), Andrew Shinnie 
(Birmingham, loan), Chris Dawson (Leeds, free), 
Luciano Becchio (Unattached), Aimen Belaid (Levski 
Sofia, free), Alex Cairns (Chesterfield, free) 

Outs: Adam Collin (Aberdeen, loan), Jordan 
Bowery (Oxford, free), Aidy White (Barnsley, free), 
Chris Maguire (Oxford) 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 
Ins: Gary Hooper (Norwich, undisclosed), Joe 
Bennett (Aston Villa, loan), Jack Hunt (Crystal 
Palace, undisclosed), Aiden McGeady (Everton, loan) 
Outs: Darryl Lachman (SC Cambuur Leeuwarden, 
loan), Rhoys Wiggins (Bournemouth, undisclosed) 

WOLVES 

Ins: Joe Mason (Cardiff, undisclosed), Aaron 
Collins (Newport, undisclosed), Will Randall 
(Swindon, undisclosed), Mike Williamson (Newcastle, 
undisclosed), Hakeem Odoffin (Barnet, undisclosed) 
Outs: Benik Afobe (Bournemouth, undisclosed), 
Scott Golbourne (Bristol City, undisclosed), Jed 
Wallace (Millwall, loan), Zeli Ismail (Oxford, loan) 



Charlie Austin 
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SATURDAY S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


Barclays Premier League 


A. Villa.2 

Lescott 45 
Agbonlahor 51 
HT 1-0 

Liverpool.2 

Firmino 59 
Lallana 70 
HT 0-0 

Man City.1 

Aguero 87 
HT 0-1 

Newcastle.1 

Mitrovic 32 
HT 1-0 

SAINTS.L 

HT L-L 

Stoke.0 


HT 0-3 

Swansea.1 

Sigurdsson 13 
HT 1-0 

Tottenham Hotspur.1 

Trippier 64 
HT 0-0 


Newcastle 25 4 5 4 20 18 

Norwich 25 4 3 5 16 18 

Sunderlnd 25 3 3 61313 

A. Villa 25 2 4 6 10 14 


Norwich.0 


Att 47,472 

.2 

Johnson 82 
Defoe 89 
Att 44,179 

.3 

Huth 3,60 
Mahrez 48 
Att 54,693 

.0 

Att 50,152 


West Ham.L 

Everton.3 


Lukaku 11 pen 
Coleman 28 
Lennon 42 
Att 27,733 

Crystal P.1 

Dann 47 
Att 20,492 

Watford.0 

Att 35,997 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

8 4 1 26 14 53 

6 5 1 22 10 48 

5 4 3 13 11 47 

6 3 3 21 15 45 

5 3 4 16 16 40 

5 4 3 18 14 39 

4 7 1 19 12 35 

5 3 5 16 19 35 

3 5 4 10 11 34 

4 3 5 14 16 33 

4 4 5 11 18 33 

5 3 4 12 13 32 

3 4 5 12 15 29 

3 4 5 8 14 29 

4 3 6 15 23 28 

2 4 6 11 16 27 

2 1 9 6 26 24 

2 2 9 12 30 23 

2 2 9 17 36 20 

1 3 9 10 26 16 


P W 

Leicester 25 7 

Tottenham 25 7 

Man City 25 9 

Arsenal 24 7 

Man Utd 24 6 

West Ham 24 5 

Everton 25 4 

Liverpool 25 4 

SAINTS 24 6 

Watford 25 5 

Stoke 25 5 

Crystal P 25 4 

Chelsea 24 4 

W.B.A. 25 4 

Bournemouth24 3 
Swansea 25 4 


D L F A 
4 1 21 13 

4 2 23 9 

1 3 34 15 

3 2 16 7 

4 2 15 5 

5 2 20 14 

4 5 27 22 

5 3 16 17 

2 4 22 13 

3 5 13 11 

2 5 13 13 

2 7 14 17 

4 4 20 19 

4 5 15 18 

4 4 14 16 

5 4 13 17 


Sunderlnd 

Leicester.. 

W.B.A. 


SkyBet Championship 


Birminghm. 

.1 

Sheff Wed... 

.2 

Donaldson 45 

HT 1-0 

Bolton. 

.2 

Rotherham. 

Hooper 77,79 
Att 20,302 

.1 

Spearing 2 

Woolery 90 

HT 1-1 

Burnley. 

.1 

Hull. 

Burke 43 

Att 14,641 

.0 

Vokes 77 

HT 0-0 

Cardiff. 

.0 

M K Dons... 

Att 17,667 

.0 

HT 0-0 

Charlton. 

.0 

Bristol C. 

Att 13,833 

.1 

HT 0-1 

Fulham. 

.1 

Derby Cty... 

Tomlin 21 pen 

.1 

Olsson 17 og 

HT 1-1 

Leeds Utd. 

.0 

Nottm For... 

Bryson 44 
Att 18,472 

.1 

HT 0-0 

Middlesbro. 

.1 

Blackburn... 

Oliveira 60 
Att 24,079 

.1 

Nugent 79 

HT 0-0 

Preston. 

. 2 

Huddersfld. 

Gomez 72 
Att 26,244 

.1 

Lynch 83 og 
Browne 90 

HT 0-0 

Q.P.R. 

.1 

Ipswich. 

Wells 80 

Att 12,653 

.0 

Phillips 88 

HT 0-0 

Reading. 

.0 

Wolves. 

Att 17,044 

.0 

HT 0-0 

HOME 

Att 17,771 

AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Hull 

29 

11 

2 

1 

30 

6 

6 

3 

6 

15 

13 

56 

Middlesbro 

28 

10 

3 

2 

21 

4 

7 

2 

4 

17 

11 

56 

Burnley 

30 

10 

3 

2 

30 

12 

5 

7 

3 

18 

14 

55 

Brighton 

29 

10 

2 

3 

20 

13 

4 

9 

1 

17 

15 

53 

Derby Cty 

30 

7 

6 

2 

24 

12 

6 

6 

3 

16 

14 

51 

Sheff Wed 

30 

9 

5 

1 

28 

13 

4 

6 

5 

17 

20 

50 

Ipswich 

30 

6 

6 

3 

20 

16 

7 

3 

5 

19 

21 

48 

Birminghm 

30 

7 

2 

6 

17 

16 

6 

6 

3 

21 

14 

47 

Cardiff 

30 

7 

7 

1 

21 

13 

4 

5 

6 

17 

20 

45 

Nottm For 

30 

6 

6 

3 

20 

12 

4 

6 

5 

11 

13 

42 

Wolves 

30 

4 

6 

5 

19 

21 

6 

4 

5 

20 

19 

40 

Brentford 

30 

6 

3 

6 

19 

21 

5 

4 

6 

23 

23 

40 

Q.P.R. 

30 

5 

8 

2 

23 

17 

4 

4 

7 

13 

18 

39 

Preston 

30 

5 

6 

4 

14 

14 

4 

6 

5 

13 

14 

39 

Reading 

30 

6 

6 

3 

17 

10 

3 

3 

9 

16 

23 

36 

Leeds Utd 

30 

4 

5 

6 

12 

16 

4 

7 

4 

17 

18 

36 

Huddersfld 

30 

5 

4 

6 

24 

19 

3 

4 

8 

16 

25 

32 

Blackburn 

28 

3 

7 

3 

12 

9 

3 

6 

6 

13 

16 

31 

Fulham 

29 

4 

5 

6 

24 

24 

2 

6 

6 

20 

25 

29 

Bristol C 

30 

3 

6 

6 

15 

22 

3 

4 

8 

10 

25 

28 

M K Dons 

29 

6 

1 

7 

13 

19 

1 

5 

9 

10 

22 

27 

Rotherham 

30 

5 

2 

8 

22 

27 

2 

2 

11 

14 

28 

25 

Bolton 

30 

4 

8 

3 

17 

16 

0 

4 

11 

11 

33 

24 

Charlton 

30 

3 

6 

6 

15 

23 

2 

3 

10 

11 

33 

24 


SkyBet League One 


Burton Albion. 

.3 

Bradford. 

.1 

Bennett 17 



McArdle 90 

Naylor 73 




Duffy 77 




HT 1-0 



Att 3,796 

Chesterfld. 

.0 

Peterboro.... 

.1 




Nichols 55 

HT 0-0 



Att 6,544 


Crewe. 

.2 

Rochdale.... 

.0 

Dundee Utd. 

.1 Partick.0 

Haber 31 




Fraser 85 


Inman 45 




HT 0-0 

Att 5,803 

HT 2-0 



Att 4,130 

Motherwell. 

.1 Inverness CT.2 

Gillingham. 

.0 

Swindon. 

.0 

McDonald 67 

Storey 39 

HT 0-0 



Att 6,398 


Roberts 90 

Oldham. 

.P 

Blackpool... 

.P 

HT 0-1 

Att 3,907 

Postponed - due to a waterlogged pitch. 


Rangers. 

.0 Kilmarnock.0 

Scunthorpe. 

.P 

Doncaster... 

.P 

HT 0-0 

Att 33,581 

Postponed - due to a waterlogged pitch. 


Ross Cnty. 

.4 Linlithgow Rose.2 

Sheff Utd. 

.0 

Wigan. 

.2 

Quinn 4 

Reckord 44 og 




Grigg 52 pen 

Graham 58,78 

MacLennan 76 




McAleny 55 

Schalk 63 


HT 0-0 



Att 20,304 

HT 1-1 

Att 2,208 

Southend. 

.3 

Colchester.. 

.0 




Wordsworth 82 
Barrett 88 
McQueen 90 
HT 0-0 

Walsall. 


HT 0-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 

Burton Albion29 10 3 2 25 12 

Walsall 29 7 4 4 20 17 


Att 10,279 

.3 

Gregory 61,77 
Romeo 70 
Att 4,843 


15 12 60 
27 13 56 


Wigan 


30 9 4 


Gillingham 30 11 3 
Coventry 29 8 5 
Millwall 


2 27 11 

1 31 12 

2 28 18 
18 19 


23 18 55 

24 24 55 
20 14 48 
29 19 47 


Southend 

29 

8 

2 

5 

20 

17 

5 

6 

3 

21 

18 

47 

Peterboro 

29 

6 

4 

4 

26 

20 

7 

1 

7 

28 

21 

44 

Port Vale 

30 

8 

5 

1 

22 

12 

4 

2 

10 

12 

23 

43 

Sheff Utd 

29 

7 

2 

6 

28 

24 

4 

7 

3 

17 

17 

42 

Bradford 

28 

6 

4 

3 

14 

11 

5 

4 

6 

15 

21 

41 

Barnsley 

28 

6 

2 

6 

23 

17 

6 

1 

7 

22 

25 

39 

Scunthorpe 

28 

6 

3 

5 

13 

12 

5 

2 

7 

20 

25 

38 

Rochdale 

28 

7 

2 

4 

21 

16 

3 

5 

7 

16 

23 

37 

Bury 

27 

5 

5 

3 

20 

18 

5 

2 

7 

16 

22 

37 

Doncaster 

29 

5 

5 

5 

20 

17 

4 

4 

6 

15 

22 

36 

Swindon 

30 

6 

2 

7 

26 

26 

4 

4 

7 

16 

21 

36 

Blackpool 

29 

7 

3 

5 

17 

13 

2 

3 

9 

11 

22 

33 

Chesterfld 

29 

3 

3 

9 

23 

27 

6 

0 

8 

15 

22 

30 

Shrewsbry 

29 

3 

2 

10 

16 

23 

5 

3 

6 

18 

26 

29 

Fleetwood Tn27 

5 

4 

4 

22 

12 

2 

3 

9 

12 

25 

28 

Crewe 

29 

3 

4 

8 

15 

28 

3 

4 

7 

15 

22 

26 

Oldham 

27 

1 

4 

9 

14 

28 

3 

8 

2 

13 

12 

24 

Colchester 

29 

3 

5 

6 

21 

25 

2 

2 

11 

15 

43 

22 


SkyBet League Two 


Bristol R.P 

Postponed - due to a waterlogged pitch. 

Cambridge.1 

Berry 82 pen 
HT 0-0 

Carlisle.2 

Wyke 27 
Gilliead 38 
HT 2-0 

Exeter.P 

Postponed - due to a waterlogged pitch. 

Mansfield.2 

Blair 15 
Pearce 24 
HT 2-1 

Newport County.P 

Postponed - due to a waterlogged pitch. 

Northmptn.2 

O’Toole 21 
Richards 54 
HT 1-0 

Notts Cnty.P 

Postponed - due to a waterlogged pitch. 

POMPEY.0 

HT 0-0 

Stevenage. 

HT 0-1 

Wycombe.0 

HT 0-1 

Yeovil.P 

Postponed - due to a waterlogged pitch. 


AFC Wimbledon.P 

Dagenham.0 

Att 4,494 

Acc Stanley.0 

Att 4,709 

Oxford Utd.P 

Morecambe.1 

Ellison 1 
Att 3,090 

Barnet.P 

York.0 

Att 5,342 

Hartlepool.P 

Leyton O.1 

McAnuff 53 
Att 15,643 

Crawley.1 

Harrold 44 
Att 2,639 

Luton.1 

McGeehan 40 
Att 4,597 

Plymouth.P 


p w 

Northmptn 28 11 
Plymouth 29 8 
Oxford Utd 27 6 


D L F A 

1 3 26 12 

2 5 22 16 

5 2 18 10 


AWAY 


19 61 
10 56 
13 51 


Bristol R 
Mansfield 
Leyton O 

POMPEY 


6 18 15 
5 22 19 
4 25 

3 24 


14 47 
13 47 
22 46 

16 45 


Acc Stanley 

26 

6 

3 

2 

22 

16 

7 

3 

5 

21 

15 

45 

Cambridge 

30 

6 

3 

6 

21 

24 

6 

5 

4 

23 

17 

44 

Wycombe 

28 

5 

4 

6 

19 

20 

7 

3 

3 

14 

8 

43 

Wimbledon 

28 

5 

3 

6 

19 

20 

6 

6 

2 

23 

15 

42 

Carlisle 

26 

7 

4 

3 

27 

20 

4 

5 

3 

18 

20 

42 

Exeter 

28 

5 

5 

4 

21 

19 

6 

2 

6 

18 

21 

40 

Luton 

30 

3 

5 

7 

18 

22 

7 

3 

5 

24 

19 

38 

Crawley 

30 

7 

2 

6 

16 

17 

4 

2 

9 

19 

31 

37 

Morecambe 

30 

5 

2 

8 

23 

26 

5 

4 

6 

27 

27 

36 

Notts Cnty 

27 

7 

2 

5 

26 

24 

3 

4 

6 

14 

22 

36 

Barnet 

28 

8 

3 

3 

22 

13 

1 

3 

10 

14 

31 

33 

Stevenage 

30 

4 

5 

6 

17 

24 

2 

5 

8 

21 

29 

28 

Newport Co 

28 

1 

6 

6 

16 

23 

5 

3 

7 

16 

20 

27 

Yeovil 

29 

3 

5 

6 

18 

22 

2 

4 

9 

12 

22 

24 

Hartlepool 

25 

4 

2 

7 

13 

19 

3 

1 

8 

10 

22 

24 

Dagenham 

28 

0 

4 

9 

9 

24 

4 

4 

7 

20 

26 

20 

York 

28 

3 

3 

7 

17 

25 

1 

5 

9 

12 

27 

20 


Scottish Cup Fifth Round 


Annan Athletic.. 

Flynn 76 


..1 Morton.4 

McCluskey 21,65,68 
McKee 45 

HT 0-2 Att 756 

Dumbarton.0 Dundee.0 

HT 0-0 Att 1,410 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 

St Johnstn.... 





1 

Aberdeen 



.4 

Wotherspoon 52 









Rooney 5,77 

Anderson 79 










Pawlett 20 

Scobbie 89 










McGinn 71 

HT 0-2 











Att 5,712 




HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Celtic 

24 

9 

2 

1 

36 

8 

8 

2 

2 

28 

13 55 

Aberdeen 

25 

9 

3 

1 

20 

11 

8 

1 

3 

24 

15 55 

Hearts 

23 

7 

3 

1 

27 

12 

4 

5 

3 

15 

12 41 

Ross Cnty 

24 

7 

0 

5 

25 

19 

3 

3 

6 

15 

18 33 

St Johnstn 

23 

4 

5 

3 

17 

16 

5 

0 

6 

22 

22 32 

Dundee 

24 

4 

A. 

3_ 

19. 

16 

3 

_ 5_ _ 

5. 

.18 

25 30 

Inverness CT23 

4 

4 

4 

12 

12 

3 

4 

4 

18 

20 29 

Partick 

23 

4 

2 

5 

12 

17 

3 

5 

4 

10 

11 28 

Hamilton 

25 

3 

4 

5 

17 

18 

4 

3 

6 

13 

27 28 

Motherwell 

24 

4_ 

3 

5_ 

17 

18 

3 

2 

7 

_ 9. 

21 26 

Kilmarnock 

25 

3 

3 

7 

14 

28 

3 

3 

6 

13 

20 24 

Dundee Utd 

23 

2 

2 

8 

14 

20 

1 

2 

8 

10 

26 13 

Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 

St Mirren. 





....1 


Queen Sth... 


. 0 

Malian 25 

HT 1-0 











Att 2,706 




HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Rangers 

23 

11 

1 

0 

36 

8 

8 

1 

2 

29 

8 59 

Hibernian 

22 

9 

2 

0 

21 

7 

7 

1 

3 

17 

10 51 

Falkirk 

23 

8 

2 

1 

18 

4 

5 

5 

2 

20 

14 46 

Raith 

.21 . 

5_ 

_2 

.4. 

13. 

8 

3 

_ 2_ _ 

5. 

.9. 

18 28 

Queen Sth 

21 

4 

3 

4 

13 

20 

4 

1 

5 

8 

8 28 

Morton 

21 

3 

3 

5 

6 

13 

3 

3 

4 

13 

13 24 

St Mirren 

22 

2 

3 

6 

13 

20 

4 

3 

4 

10 

12 24 

Dumbarton 

22 

4 

.1. 

6_ 

11 

24 

2 

_ 3_ _ 

6. 

_ 8. 

15 22 

Livingston 

23 

1 

3 

7 

9 

15 

3 

1 

8 

15 

21 16 

Alloa 

22 

0 

1 

9 

3 

24 

3 

1 

8 

7 

24 11 

Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 

Airdriennians 





Cowdenhth 


.0 

Fitzpatrick 14 











Lister 89 

HT 1-0 











Att 717 

Albion R.. 





... F 


Brechin.... 



.P 

Postponed -1 

due to waterlogged pitch. 






Ayr Utd. .. 





....1 


Peterhead 



.2 

Moore 25 










Sutherland 22 











McAllister 41 

HT 1-2 











Att 1,155 

Forfar. 





....1 


Stranraer 



1 

Ryan 54 










Longworth 35 

HT 0-1 











Att 485 

Stenhsmuir... 




....C 

1 

Dunfrmline.. 


.3 










El Bakhtaoui 41 










Geggan 52,78 

HT 0-1 











Att 1,328 




HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Dunfrmline 

23 

7 

2 

2 

24 

8 

8 

3 

J 

31 

7 50 

Peterhead 

24 

6 

5 

1 

31 

12 

5 

4 

3 

24 

15 42 

Ayr Utd 

22 

7 

2 

2 

26 

12 

5 

2 

4 

15 

17 40 

Airdrieonians23 

4_ 

.1. 

6_ 

12. 

14 

6 

_ 2 __ 

4. 

19. 

20 33 

Stranraer 

24 

3 

1 

8 

8 

23 

6 

2 

4 

18 

14 30 

Stenhsmuir 

23 

4 

3 

5 

16 

25 

4 

2 

5 

14 

22 29 

Albion R 

21 

5 

2 

4 

16 

14 

3 

2 

5 

6 

16 28 

Cowdenbth 

21 

5 

3 

2 

18 

11_ 

2 

_ 0_ _ 

9_ 

11 

34 24 

Forfar 

21 

2 

2 

8 

16 

22 

2 

5 

2 

11 

13 19 

Brechin 

22 

2 

3 

5 

12 

18 

2 

2 

8 

10 

23 17 

Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 

Arbroath . 





....1 


Stirling A . 



. 1 

Hester 70 










D Smith 76 

HT 0-0 











Att 638 

Berwick... 







E Stirling . 



. 2 

McGregor 3 










McCabe 16 

Lavery 69 











Orr 70 

HT 1-1 











Att 331 

Clyde . 





F 


Annan Athletic 

.P 

Postponed -1 

due to Scottish Cup. 







Montrose 







East Fife.. 



. 2 

Fraser 70 











Wilkie 10 

Masson 89 











Kerr 58 

HT 0-1 











Att 501 

Queen Park .. 




....c 

1 

Elgin . 




. 0 

HT 0-0 










Att 529 




HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Elgin 

23 

8 

2 

0 

22 

6 

4 

2 

7 

19 

25 40 


East Fife 24 6 
Queen Park 22 4 
Annan At_h_ _ 21 _ _ 6 _ 
Arbroath 22 4 
Clyde 20 5 
Stirling A 214 
Montrose 23 7 
Berwick 21 3 


4 18 12 

4 12 9 

2 24 _17 _ 

5 15 16 
4 17 13 
4 11 11 
4 24 23 
4 13 19 


E Stirling 21 6 0 5 17 22 


4 22 18 38 

3 17 9 35 

. 5. _13_ _14_ 34 

4 17 13 31 

4 13 11 30 
4 14 14 29 
7 9 19 28 

7 12 21 22 

8 12 29 20 


Vanarama National League 


Barrow. 

.1 

Cheltnham 

.2 

Grand 77 


Wright 2, Hall 82 

HT 0-1 


Att 1,202 

Boreham W. 

.0 

Kiddrmnstr 

.2 



Whitfield 21 



Ngwatala 75 pen 

HT 0-1 



Att 366 

Braintree Town. 

. P 

Gateshead. 

.P 

Postponed - due to FA Trophy. 




Lincoln City. 

.3 

EASTLEIGH. 

.0 

Rhead 22, Caton 40 




Muldoon 45 




HT 3-0 


Att 2,085 

Tran mere. 

.1 

Southport. 

.0 

Norwood 63 pen 




HT 0-0 


Att 5,199 

Welling U. 

.1 

Altrncham 

1 

Kabba 90 


Rankine 58 

HT 0-0 



Att 551 

Wrexham. 

.2 

Forest Grn. 

. 2 

Hudson 62,68 


Carter 21 



Williams 90 

HT 0-1 


Att 3,891 

HOME 


AWAY 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Cheltnham 

31 

10 

4 

1 

29 

10 

10 

5 

1 

32 

12 

69 

Forest Grn 

32 

14 

1 

2 

34 

12 

7 

4 

4 

21 

19 

68 

Grimsby 

29 

10 

4 

2 

38 

13 

5 

6 

2 

21 

10 

55 

Tranmere 

32 

9 

1 

6 

21 

14 

6 

7 

3 

23 

19 

53 

EASTLEIGH 29 

7 

3 

4 

20 

19 

7 

5 

3 

26 

19 

50 

Woking 

32 

8 

5 

4 

31 

21 

6 

2 

7 

24 

21 

49 

Braintree Tn 28 

7 

4 

3 

12 

8 

7 

3 

4 

21 

13 

49 

Dover 

30 

8 

3 

3 

25 

16 

6 

4 

6 

26 

26 

49 

Lincoln City 

33 

7 

6 

4 

26 

17 

6 

3 

7 

22 

25 

48 

Gateshead 

30 

6 

4 

6 

22 

26 

8 

2 

4 

17 

16 

48 

Macclesfld 

32 

7 

2 

6 

20 

15 

8 

0 

9 

26 

22 

47 

Wrexham 

31 

8 

4 

4 

36 

22 

5 

2 

8 

17 

21 

45 

Aldershot 

31 

6 

2 

8 

16 

21 

6 

3 

6 

21 

23 

41 

Bromley 

29 

6 

3 

5 

25 

16 

5 

2 

8 

25 

36 

38 

Southport 

31 

5 

3 

7 

21 

28 

5 

5 

6 

10 

13 

38 

Barrow 

32 

7 

4 

4 

23 

19 

3 

4 

10 

18 

39 

38 

Chester FC 

31 

6 

6 

4 

23 

19 

3 

2 

10 

13 

28 

35 

Guiseley 

30 

6 

3 

5 

18 

22 

2 

7 

7 

11 

24 

34 

Altrncham 

29 

6 

3 

3 

16 

16 

2 

4 

11 

11 

31 

31 

FC Halifax 

30 

3 

8 

5 

26 

34 

4 

1 

9 

17 

28 

30 

Boreham W 

30 

3 

6 

8 

14 

19 

3 

4 

6 

11 

14 

28 

Welling U 

30 

4 

5 

7 

17 

22 

2 

3 

9 

8 

19 

26 

Torquay 

29 

2 

2 

9 

14 

27 

2 

6 

8 

18 

32 

20 

Kiddrmnstr 

29 

2 

3 

9 

10 

19 

1 

5 

9 

16 

27 

17 


FA Trophy Third Round 


Dover.2 

Parkinson 60 
Ofori-Acheampong 89 
HT 0-1 

FC Halifax.P 

Postponed - due to a waterlogged pitch. 

Gateshead.1 

Bowman 73 
HT 0-0 

Grimsby.3 

Pittman 73 
Nolan 87 
Swallow 90 og 
HT 0-0 

Nantwich T.P 


Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Sutton Utd.0 

HT 0-0 

Torquay.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Woking.1 

Quigley 40 
HT 1-0 


Guiseley.2 

Hatfield 36 
Rothery 71 

Chester FC.P 

AFC Fylde.0 

Havant and W.0 

Stourbrdge.P 

Bognor Regis Town ..0 

Macclesfld.P 

Oxford C.0 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 


Bath City.P Whitehawk.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

B Stortfrd.1 Ebbsfleet United.2 

Concord Rgs.4 Eastbourne Borough 1 

Dartford.2 St Albans.0 

Gosport Borough.2 Maidenhead Utd.1 

Hayes & Yeading.0 Margate.2 

H Hempstead.P Chelmsford.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Wealdstone.4 Truro City.4 

Weston-S-Mare.P BASINGSTKE.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

HOME AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Ebbsfleet 

27 

6 

3 

4 

21 

16 

12 

2 

0 

24 

7 

59 

Maidstone U 26 

8 

1 

5 

16 

13 

7 

2 

3 

12 

5 

48 

Sutton Utd 

25 

6 

5 

2 

27 

15 

7 

3 

2 

21 

9 

47 

Gosport B 

26 

7 

4 

3 

23 

19 

5 

4 

3 

16 

11 

44 

Dartford 

26 

6 

5 

4 

25 

18 

6 

1 

4 

12 

10 

42 

Truro City 

25 

6 

2 

3 

18 

17 

4 

8 

2 

20 

17 

40 

Oxford C 

23 

4 

6 

3 

21 

17 

6 

3 

1 

23 

7 

39 

Margate 

28 

5 

4 

5 

18 

20 

5 

4 

5 

19 

19 

38 

B Stortfrd 

27 

6 

1 

7 

18 

18 

4 

5 

4 

17 

21 

36 

H Hemp 

25 

3 

3 

6 

20 

19 

6 

5 

2 

27 

17 

35 

Concord R 

27 

5 

2 

7 

23 

23 

5 

3 

5 

22 

22 

35 

Whitehawk 

23 

4 

2 

5 

17 

13 

5 

5 

2 

27 

22 

34 

Maidenhead 25 

5 

3 

2 

18 

13 

4 

3 

8 

23 

29 

33 

Eastbourne B 25 

4 

5 

5 

17 

16 

4 

1 

6 

16 

19 

30 

Wealdstone 

25 

3 

4 

4 

18 

17 

4 

5 

5 

16 

20 

30 

Chelmsford 

27 

4 

2 

8 

20 

26 

4 

4 

5 

18 

19 

30 

Bath City 

25 

4 

3 

6 

16 

18 

4 

2 

6 

13 

21 

29 

W-S-Mare 

23 

2 

3 

5 

14 

22 

5 

2 

6 

20 

24 

26 

H & Yeading 25 

2 

6 

5 

12 

20 

4 

2 

6 

12 

19 

26 

Havant and W 25 

6 

1 

4 

19 

15 

1 

3 

10 

13 

35 

25 

BASINGSTKE 27 

3 

4 

7 

14 

19 

2 

3 

8 

11 

27 

22 

St Albans 

27 

4 

4 

5 

17 

17 

1 

3 

10 

8 

32 

22 
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